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confessions signed in front of an invest 
eared judge as admissible evidence. At me 
end, Sheikh Al-Jamri refused to sign the 
pre-prepared confessions in front ofsuch 
judge. He declared on 21 February You 
have no evidence against me . _

Had it not been for the intervention oi 
the Red Cross last April, Sheikh Al-Jamn 
mi ghthavelosthislifeunder the torturous 
conditions he had been subjected to. De
spite the fact that Sheikh Al-Jamn had 
completed his thirdyear in detention on21 
January 1999. he had not been released. 
Thecourt session on21 February violated 
even the State Security Law that says a 
person must be released at the end of the 
third year. The court also violated its own 
rules sinceSheikh Al-Jamri had not signed 
any paper in frontofan investigating judge.

Who is the guilty? Is it the man who 
employed the softestlanguageinhis popu
lar addresses to the nation whilst calling for 
the establishment of the rule of law in the 
country or the torturers who killed more 
thanforty youngmen, women andchildren 
and who tortured hundreds of detainees? 
Who carried out the carnage in Sanabis, 
Durax, Shakhoora, Karbabad, Bilad al- 
Qadeem and Nowaidrat? Why is the trial 
beingheldbehindawallofsecrecy?

The verdict of the trial of Sheikh Al 
Jamrihas already been araiouncedby more 
than twelve international human nghts 
organisations, who have been denied ac
cess to the trial. They sensed a sinister 
motive behind the refusal of then attend
ance. If the regime had nothing to hide and 
the accused is guilty, why weren t they 
allowed to attend?

Statements, articles and communiques 
were issued to describe the whole eventby 
these groups.Their wordingmay be differ- 
ent but the essence is the same. As long as 
thenotoriousState Security Courtremains 
outside the boundofintemational laws and 
standards, its verdicts will always be con- 
siderednullandvoid.

Sheikh Al Jamri is not guilty of any 
crime, and thecriminals are those who kill 
andmaiminthenameofmaintainmgsecu- 
rity outside the rule of constitutional law 
Sheikh AlJamri is too dear to thepeopleof 
Bahrain to be sacrificed in thia way.
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Jamri, is not an ordinary event To thou
sands of people in Bahrain, he represents I
more than apolitical figure. For two dec- I 
ades the man was subjected to enormous 
pressures and persecution for his pi incipl 
beliefs and stands.

When Bahrain gained its independ- 
ence in 1971, Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa assumedthepremiershipofthe 
cabinet a post he has held uninterrupted 
ever since. It was he who stood againstany 
political reform in the country, and under 
his direction, lanHenderson introduced the 
notorious biff of the SmteSecurity Law in 
1974, that had subsequently led to the 
dissolutionofthepartially-electedparlia- 
ment and the suspension of key articles of 
the constitution.The eventwasmore than 
an ordinary one in the life of the present 
generationofBahrainis.Itwasablackspot 
in their recent history, a downturn to the 
worst in acountry thathad been ruled by an 
autocratic, reactionary and despotic sys
tem. , ,

The past quarter of a century has been 
a nightmare for the country. Beginning 
fromthelastdaysofthebrief flirtation with 
democracy, one group after another was 
taken hostage by the usurpers of political 
power. Year in, year out, the crisis deep
ened further, with mounting numbers ot 
casualties.Thebloody episodes thatstartcrl 
in 1975 continued to escalate andobserved 
no limits. Children, women, young and old 
men werekilledortortured-to-deathby the 
regime, and it was only the few tikes of 
Sheikh Al-Jamri who bravedastand, and in 
theprocess, sacrificed theirwellbeing.

The world knew, though only lately, 
that theplightof Sheikh Al-Jamri was not 
very different from those of the freedom
fighters like Mandela. They had to pay a 
high price for the freedom not only of 
themselves butoftheir countrymen. Sheikh 
Al-Jamri, the judge, the poet and thepohn- 
cian, had the choice of enjoying alifeout- 
side the torture chambers ifhe was ready to 
abandon the people of Bahrain to their 
plight under the repressive rule, as many 
did. But a man of his calibre and ethical 
standing would certainly prefer to spend
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Sheikh Al-Jamri’s trial produces bad results for the regime 

A ’ria'of 1he °"
Starting the trial on 21 February of the his Uie wiui

pro-democracy c^Pa^sn“^h^. 1̂h^' Hehadtoendureunlimitedamountof end,
torture, both physical and psychological, I~ 
but that was his preferred choice. And in J 
thecourtroomatJaw. Al-Jamristoodupto I 
thechargedlevelledagainsthim.Hechal- 
lenged the abusers of political power on 
every count, andhad to be the master of the 
courtroom. He dismissed the charges as 
nonsense, andreiteratedhis determination 
to continue the struggle to attain democ
racy and respect of human rights for his 
people.The conscienceof the world arose 
the passions of large numbers of human 
rights activists.

It suddenly became a trial of the regime 
by the celebrated judge. His chains did not 
prevent him from raising his voice chal
lenging the judge on accounts of incite
ment, spying, falsifying news and formmg 
illegal organisation. He said 1 am here 
because of my insistence on the reinstale- 
mentoftheelectedNational Assembly .

The chained champion had suffered 
immensely. He was firstly detained in soli
tary confinement for nine months and 
twelvedays starting from21 January 1996. 
Then he w as subjected to rounds of solitary 
confinements, torture andthreats.Thepeak 
of torture occurred in March and April 
1998. In a period of six weeks, Sheikh Al- 
Jamrilost6kgofhis weight andwasnear 
todeath. .

A British officer together with the tor
turer Adel Flaifel and several interrogators 
encircled him for hours on end, every day, 
and at all extreme and awkward times. 
During these interrogations, he had been 
placed in solitary confinement andhadbeen 
subjected to all forms of smearing and 
threats. The torturers wanted him to sign 
papers saying that he is "responsible for 
every thing that tookplace inBahram and 
thatheis incontactwithaforeigncountry.

The encircling torturers threatened: "we 
will kill all members of your family one by 
one", "we have your wife in the next room 

> mds’hewillberaped”,etc.Thesetorturers 
wanted Sheikh Al-Jamri to sign their pre
prepared papers in front of an "investigat
ing judge". According to the unconstitu- 

starriing would certainly prerer a, tionallaw.theStateSecurityCourtaccepts
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Trial of Sheikh Al-Jamri
9 February: The Government contacted 

alawy er and ordered him to takeup the case 
of Sheikh Al-Jamri. The Government was 
intending to conduct a swift and secret trial 
in an attempt to get rid of national and 
international calls for releasing Sheikh Al- 
Jamri.

Mr. Abdulla Hashim, the lawyer de
fending Sheikh Al-Jamri was no (informed 
about the case.' The main drive of the Gov
ernment has been to label the pro-democ
racy movement as aShiaone, andhenceMr. 
Hashim (a Sunni) is intentionally kept out 
of defending SheikhAl-Jamri.

Mr. Hashim submitted apetition to the 
State Security Court on 21 January 1999 
stating that "according to the S tate S ecurity 
Law Article 5, any administratively held 
person must be released at the end of the 
three years". Contrary to all norms, the 
Court failed to address the case raised by 
Mr. Hashim.

21 February: The trial of sheikh Al- 
Jamri was held near Jaw Prison in a special 
courtroom set up fro conducting the first 
session of the trial, south of Bahrain, at 
11.00 am. The State Security Court was 
chaired by Abdul Rahman bin Jaber Al- 
Khalif a with two Egyptian judes sitting by 
his sides. The court session was adjumed 
after 45 minutes to an unknown date. Sheikh 
Al-Jamri denied all charges and said he is 
calling for the restoration of the National 
Assembly.

“I am innocent I committed no crime. 
All I call for is the restoration of the Na
tional Assembly” declared Sheikh Al-Jamri 
during the 45-minute session of the trial 
before the unconstitutional State Security 
Court Sheikh al-Jamri's lawyer Abdul- 
Shahid Khalaf, said five charges wereread 
out including spying for a foreign country, 
forming a party to overthrow the govern
ment and broadcasting false statements 
against the government

The international attention to the case 
has enabled the wife and four sons of Sheikh 
Al-Jamri to attend the trial alongside the 
lawyer. The family of Sheikh Al-Jamri 
requested the formation of a team of law
yers comprising Mr. Abdul Shahid Khalaf, 
Mr. Rashid Al-Jar, Mr. Hassan Radhi, Mr. 
Ahmad Al-Shamlan and Mr. Abdulla 
Hashim, who will defend Sheikh Al-Jamri.

The trial falls short of all international 
standards. According to Bahraini oppres
sive laws, a person is first taken to an 
investigating judge to sign on confessions 
or papers prepared by the intelligence de
portment. After that, the State security Court 
considers these signed papers as admissible 
evidence. It is now known that Sheikh Al- 
Jamri had refused to sign any papers pre
pared by the intelligence department in 
front of any investigating judge. Hence the 
interior and justice ministries have jumped 
the process and submitted the case to the 
S tate Security Court.

The secret trial of Sheikh Al-Jamri is a 
watershed in the history of B ahrain. After

all, he is a member of the parliament that 
the Amir had dissolved in 1975, ajudge, a 
celebrated poet and a campaigner for de
mocracy. He has been persecuted for his 
political beliefs for many years. The mes
sage of the government to all the people of 
B ahrain (and not only the Shia) is thatsheer 
force and repression will be comprehen
sively deployed to deal with any dissent 
The people of Bahrain are bracing them
selves to face a regime that disregards de
centhumanbehaviour and violates all laws, 
including its own unconstitutional ones.

Infernatianal calls:
More than a dozen international or

ganisations asked to be allowed to send 
observers. These include theGeneva-based 
Centre for thelndependence of Judges and 
Lawyers (part of the International Com
mission of Jurists), the UK Parliamentary 
Human Rights Group, Pen International, 
the Arab Organisation for Human Rights, 
the ArabProgram for Human Rights Activ
ists, the Arab Commission for Human 
Rights, Interfaithlntemational.FIDH.Bar 
Human Rights Committee fo England and 
Wales, International Bar Association, 
OMCT, Human Rights Watch and Am
nesty International, amongst others. They 
also urged the Bahraini Government to 
respect international conventions as well as 
the country's cons ti tution, but the authori
ties refused to answer positively and grant 
permission.
National calls:

The Committee for Popular Petition 
(CPP), which is a coalition of all major 
political, ideological and religious groups in 
the country, and which had managed to 
collect some 25,000 signatures in 1994 
calling for therestorationof constitutional 
rule, wrote a letter to the Amir urging him 
to order the release of the two jailed mem
bers of the CPP, Sheikh Al-Jamri and Mr. 
Abdul Wahab Hussain. Its argument is 
based on the need for dialogue, reconcilia
tion and poli tical reform.

Sheikh Isa Qassim, member of both 
the Constituent and National Assemblies 
called on the government to release Sheikh 
Al-Jamri in search for a peaceful outcome 
to the political crisis.

Lord Avebury:
TheBBCWorrld Service covered the 

case extensively on 21 February: 1.00 pm 
News Hour. The broadcast featured a n 
important interview with the British parlia
mentarian and the Gulf specialist, Lord 
Avebury.

Q: Can Sheikh Abdul Amir Al-Jamri 
expect a fair tri al?

Avebury: No, that is impossible. The 
State Security Court system under which 
he is being charged is itself a contravention 
of all the norms of internationally agreed 
judicial procedures and has been con
demned by thelntemational Commission 
of Jurists, by the BritishBar Human Rights 
Committee and so on. They have all asked 
to attend these proceedings and they were

notnotified that the trial was going to be in 
this morning. Even the British and Ameri
can ambassadors in Bahrain didnot know 
until the last minute he was going to brought 
before the court today. So is his lawyer saw 
him for the first time today an hour before 
the proceeding began. And so you can’t 
imagine how in these circumstances any
body could possibly receive a fair trial.

Q: If he has been in fact held for three 
years without trial, why have the authori
ties decided to bring him to trial and attract 
what for them must be rather unwelcome 
publicity?

Avebury. Well, it is utterly absurd. Not 
only was he in prison since January 1996, 
but also before that in 1995. He was in 
prison from April to September. And the 
events which have occurred during those 
periods are (...) quite. He is supposed to 
have organised and planned all the disor
ders and the sabotage that have occurred 
during the last four and half years while he 
is being in prison, incommunicado much of 
that time.

Q: But, as a religious figure you can at 
the same time be an inspiration to people 
carrying out anti-gov emment protests?

Avebury: If it is, it must be done by 
some kind of a though process. You would 
have to transmit over the Ether to the reli
gious leaders. Of course it is not just a 
religious protest It is important to remind 
everybody that this is combined effort be
tween the Islamists, the Sunnis, the Shia, 
the liberals and the leftists. They all came 
together in the so-called Committee for 
Popular Petition to demand the restoration 
of the constitution and the 1975 parliament 
which was abrogated by the Amir and 
Sheikh Abdul Amir Al-Jamri has repealed 
that demand in court this morning, when 
he said he was totally innocent of these 
charges, that they were fabricated and that 
there is no evidence whatsoever against 
him.

Q: If Sheikh Al-Jamri is part of amuch 
larger opposition coalition, why has he been 
singled out by the authorities?

Avebury: I think that he is probably 
being brought before the court as a test 
case, and that if they manage to secure a 
conviction and there is not too much an 
outcry amongst the World opinion, that 
then all therestof the people, who also have 
been in prison for over three years without 
trial, and other leaders of the Committee for 
Popular Petition will also be put on trial. 
They will all be charged and sentenced.

Q: You paint a very dismal picture of 
the state of humanrights and civil rights in 
Bahrain?

Avebury: It is appalling. The Amir 
should listen to the voices of those people 
who are saying an absolute ruler who con
fronts an opposition in this way is (..) disas - 
ter. We know this because it is the 350* 
anniversary of the execution of our King 
Charles L So if he wants to move into the 
modem world, he should start a dialogue 
and a process of reconciliation so that all the 
people of Bahrain can come together in a



torical animosity towaids the Shiite, whom 
it sought to subjugate since it migrated to 
Bahrain from the Arabian Peninsula in the 
latter part of the eighteenth century. The 
second is thatit can bully the Shiite without 
triggering an outcry in theGulf  region. The 
third, is that by associating the Shiite with 
Iran, Bahrain’s rulers hope to win West- 
em-chiefly U.S. andBritish-support”.

The Henderson Factor:
AScottishNewspaperrevealedBritish 

documents on Ian Henderson on 7 Febru
ary. The Sunday Herald, Page5, lambasted 
theBritishgovemmentonwhatittermeda 
“doublestandard"policytowardsBahrain. 
In aleading investigative article, the “Sun
day Herald" revealed the role of Britain in 
recruiting Mr. Ian Henderson to restructure 
the Bahraini Special Branch and to estab
lish areign of terror in Bahrain. The article 
entitled “Britain’s Secret Role in Regime 
ofTerror’, by Neil MacKay, provided de
tails from official documents of the United 
Kingdom and illustrated the end results of 
such a] ” . ' ' ' '
Bahrainis calling for politicalreforms.The 
paper also revealed that Dennis Canavan, 
the Labour MP will be calling for an em
bargo on arm sales to Bahrain during a 
parliamentary session.

15 February: Mr. Dennis Canavan 
(MP) asked the Secretary of State for For
eign and Commonwealth Affairs several 
questions onBahrain. He asked about the 
role of Her Majesty’s Government in the 
appointment of afoinierservjnj*officerjn
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4. Begging and stealing are on the 

increase. M any member, of themercenary 
families resort to begging and stealing in 
the market while at the same time working 
as informers for the interior ministry. 

Hawar dispute:
4 February: the government-control

led newspapers started attacking Qatar 
ahead of the session to beheld nextmonth 
in TheHague. The International Court of 
Justice it to state its opinion on the admis
sibility of submissions made by theB ahraim 
and Qatari governments in relation to the 
dispute on the sovereignty of Hawarislands. 

Silencing mosques:
16 February: the cabinet issued a law 

for banning theuseof loudspeakers to curb 
speeches in mosques and community cen
tres. The new law imposes fines and jail 
sentences on the citizens. Such fines ranged 
from 100 to 500 dinars 91 dinar=$2.65), 
confiscation of equipment; to three months 
in jail and a fine of 200 to 1,000 dinars. 
Anyone wishing to install loudspeakers 
must get prior approval from the govern
ment, which may approve and then cancel, 
at any time, the use the loudspeakers. All 
mosques must apply for using their exist
ing loud speakers within 60 days, other
wise the interiorministry will confiscate 
their loudspeakers. Electricians who install 
loudspeakers in violation of the law also 
risk a fine and jail sentence, and their shops 
will be closed for up to seven days. More 
than fifty mosques had been attacked and 
damaged by security forces in the past three 
years alone.
Domestic Protests:

Detainees held in the Dry Dock prison 
camp started a hunger strike at the begin
ning of February demanding their immedi
ate release. There are about500-600 inno
cent citizens held for indefinite periods 
without charges or trial.

19 February: The residents of Daih 
went out in apeaceful demonstration, chant
ing slogans demanding thereleaseof Sheikh 
Al-Jamri and calling for an end to atrocities 
committed by the security forces. Thelatter 
attacked the demonstration and the attack
ers reportedly arrested several citizens.

In Daih, Abo-Saib a’ a and Karzakkan 
■ clashes were reported to have taken place 
I between the citizens and security forces.

Karzakkan was besieged on 20 February 
until early hours of 21 February. In the 
University of Bahrain stickers spread on 
the walk demanding the release of Sheikh 
Al-Jamri and all pohticalprisoners.

24 February: Security forces wereput 
on high alert and have been deployed in 
mass numbers around the capital and around 
the country. Many residential areas 
switched off lighting on 24 February and 
many students stayed away from classes 
protesting against the government’s move 
to put Sheikh Al-Jamri on trial. Several 
main highways had been blocked by 
protestors who burnt tyres and exploded 
gas cylinders.
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theBritish Aimy in aleading security role 
on behalf of the Government of B ahrain. 
Mr.DerekFalchett(ForeignOfficeMinis- 
ter) replied to this question saying’The UK 
Government received a request from the 
Govemmentof Bahrain in 1966 for help in 
recruiting a successor to the Head of the 
Bahraini Special Branch. Ian Henderson 
informed us that he wished to be consid
ered for the post W e p assed on his request 
to the Bahrainis, whose decision it was to 
appoint him.”
Increasing the burden:

Insider sources revealed that the prime 
minister had extracted a 20-year loan of 8 
million dinar ($21m) from the Pension 
Fund with preferential terms.Theloan is in 
violation of by-laws and involves risks that 
will be suffered by employees of the public 
sector.

The Housing B ank (of the Ministry of 
Housing) increased the interestrale  on mort
gages offered to ordinary citizens to 35%. 
Thegovemment has wasted millions of 
dollars donated by the PresidcntoftheU AE 
that were supposed to have been chan
nelled for assisting thehousing of citizens. 
It is believed that the donated money has 
been transferred to the ill-intentioned project 
for importing thousands ofB edouins from 
the Syrian and Jordanian deserts for 
destabilising B ahrain society. HH sheikh
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movement toward democracy.

Q: And the attitude of the Westerns 
government, after all, who do trade with 
Bahrain?

Avebury: Not only that they do trade, 
butof course UNSCOM is based inBah
rain, and the (US) Fifth Fleet, and these 
things deter the Americans, and to a lesser 
extent the British, from intervening with 
the authorities there to say you cannot go 
on like this; you must restore the rule of law 
and democracy and constitutional rule. 
Middle East Mirror:

22 February: The London-based “Mid- 
dleEastMirror” covered thetrialof Sheikh 
Al-Jamri. Thenewsletter quoted statements 
from Mansoor Al-Jamri, who described 
the charges made against Sheik Al-J amn as 
“absurd". He noted that “Bahrain’s rulers 
feel free to accuse any Shiite of being links 
to Iran. He said that the “the authorities 
probably decided to press charges rather 
than simply release him because they real
ise that if he is set free, he will again serve 
as amagnet for the opposition and resume 
his campaign for therestoration of parlia
ment”. He said “the authorities thought 
they could crush the opposition if they 
detained Sheikh Al-Jamri long enough. But 
although theyhavemanaged to contain the 
simalion, keeping some 2000 people be
hind bars in the process, they have not --------- ,. a, . , .
solved anything". He accused Bahrain’s Zayedal-NahyanoftheUAEdonatedthe 
ruling family of “picking onits Shiitecid- moneyfor thecidzens,butitisbemgwasted
zens for three reasons. The first is its his- onnon-developmentpropammes. 
toricalanimositytowardstheShiite,whom Local papers said on 2 February that

the government signed two loan agree
ments worth $ 117 million with the Kuwait 
Fund for Arab Economic Development and 
the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development to finance government 
projects. At least 35% of the budget is 
wasted on security and defence expendi
ture and most of the loans will also be 
wasted on importing more mercenaries into 
Bahrain. The deteriorating state of the 
economy is increasingly being reflected in 
the articles and news published by the gov
ernment-controlled press. Water supply is 
increasingly becoming anational problem. 
Some of the key issues are:

1. For each 1000-person increase in 
population, the demand on waterincrease 
by 507000 m3 per annum. Nevertheless, 
the ruling family is continuing its costly and 
ill-intentioned programme of importing 
more and more thousands of Bedouins 
from the Syrian and Jordanian deserts for 
destabilising the structure of the society.

_____ 2. 70% of the water is consumed by 
policy: the death under torture of farms,mostofthewhich(asmuch as80%) 

The ofcharge, going to farms belonging
to members of the ruling family. These 
farms are non-productive and are used for 
’’special parties’' hosted by members of the 
ruling family.

3. Education and health services are 
suffering because the government allo
cates a lion-share (more thanone-third) of 
the budget for defence and security mat
ters.
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9.

(To be continued—-)

Oroba Club and a few others retained their 
semi-autonomy and as a result have suf
fered from intervention by the government

On 1 February 1998, the President of 
Bahrain Lawyers Society, Dr. Abbas Helal 
was interrogated by Interior Ministry offi
cials bout a seminar organised by the Soci
ety on 14 January 1998, during which the 
pro -democracy figure Dr. Monira Fakhroo 
and the journalist Mr. Hafedh Al-Sheikh 
mildly criticised the government On 4 
March 1998, the govemmentreplacedthe 
elected board of the society with a new 
board headed by a member of the ruling 
family.

On 2 April 1998, the government pre
vented its own ambassador to France, and 
ex-minister, Dr. Ali Fakhroo, from deliver
ing a lecture at the Oroba Club (scheduled 
for 20 may 1998) in Manama about the 
responsibilities of citizenship.

On 14 September 1997, An-Nahda 
Women Association was holding a meet
ing to discuss details of the commemora- 
tionofthelateMs Aziza Al-Bassam, when 
security officers stormed the Association 
and brought the meeting to a halt The 
participants were also summoned for inter
rogation the next day. On the next day, 
executive members were threatened that if 
any activity takes place, the Interior Minis
try will hold them responsible. They were 
also banned from publishing anything in 
press or as a booklet for commemorating 
Ms Al-Bass am. The latter had been dis- 
missedby the authorities from her position 
ion Radio Bahrain following her support 
for a pro-democracy  petition.

On4 April 1998, the Governor ofB ah
rain Monetary Agency abolished a scheme 
organised by Al- Ahli Commercial B ank for 
presenting awards for high achievers in the 
society. The Governor, Mr. Abdulla Hassan 
Saif addressed the Board Director of Al- 
Ahli Bank, Mr. Mohammed Jalal, saying, 
MI refer to the Achievement Prize that is 
annually presented by your Bank. While 
appreciating the motives for distributing 
such a prize,., you are notified that present
ing prizes is a function performed by the 
State only”.

All the above actions can not be com
pared to the severity of State intervention 
when it comes to social set-ups of the Shia 
community. Since 1994, mosques andcom- 
munity centres had been ransacked and 
desecrated. At least 50 Shia mosques and 
community centres had suffered extensive 
damages and several of them were, and 
remain, shut down since 1994. Attacking 
the Shia community has become a custom
ary exercise for the State. For historical 
reasons, the tribally-controlled State treats 
the Shia community as a “traditional en
emy”.

The regional and international political 
environments of the 1980s and 1990s 
merely provided an excellent cov er for sin
gling out the Shia community. The au
thorities implemented severe crackdowns,

including collective punishment, arbitrary 
detention, death under torture, extra-judi
cialkillings and forcibleexile.

One of the strategies adopted by the 
authorities for winning support to its re
pressive programmes has been the label
ling of all activists emerging from the Shia 
community as members of a“Hizbollah”. 
This labelling is intended for attracting 
Western, and especially US, sympathies to 
the crackdowns and collect!vepunishments.

It is apolicy similar to the one adopted 
by the Serbs against people from Bosnia 
and Kosovo. There, the Serbs attempted 
(butgenerally failed) to win US and West
ern sympathies by saying that they were 
standing against the threat of Islamic ex
tremism spreading to Europe.

Indeed, one can read all what the gov
ernment of Bahrain is saying and can re
place all references to “Hizbollah” by the 
word “Shia”, and the true picture emerges. 
It will bring out to the surface the semi
official policy of discrimination against a 
wide section of the population.

It is not surprising, therefore, that in 
1997, the government formed the “High 
Council for Islamic Affairs” for the sole 
purpose of confiscating the remaining reli
gious freedoms retained by the Shia com
munity within their mosques and commu
nity centres.

In 1995, the authorities militarised the 
education sector. Two military officers were 
put in charge of the M inis try of Education 
and the University ofB ahrain. The Univer- 
sity of Bahrain was turned into a high- 
security fortress with full authorities given 
to security forces to operate in and around 
the campuses. The main drive for such an 
action is that fact that the University cam
puses attracted interaction of ideas and ac- 
tivities amongst the various sections of the 
society.
5. Neo-fiefdom Rule

The past two decades provided the 
State with an opportunity to return to pre
modempolicies. Within the Bahraini con
text, pre-modem refers to the period before 
1923, i.e. fiefdom rule. As Khalaf (1998) 
explains the government has an “unfin
ished business” to go back to. By now 
B ahrain is controlled by “despotic powers 
of a pre-modem state” with an “infra-struc- 
tural power of a modem state".

By 1996, the govemmem  implemented 
fundamental changes to the structure of the 
“State of Bahrain”. These structural 
changes were facilitated by the financial 
injection the government had received in 
that year from theneighbouring Gulf coun
tries. In response to aplea from the govern
ment, the U AEpledged to invest around $1 
billion in infrastructural industrial projects. 
More importantly, Saudi Arabia relin
quished its shared revenue of Abo-Sa’afa 
offshore oil field, in favour of the govem- 
ment Bahrain.
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State vs. civil Society in Bahrain - Part 3
The first attempts at forming modem 

non-govemmental organisations “NGOs”, 
started early in the century. In 1919 Al- 
Adabi Club was established to exchange 
views and to enhance cultural debate. This 
was closed down in 1920s by the authori
ties when members started debating politi
cal issues. In the 1930s, three clubs were 
formed, Bahrain Club in 1937, Al-Ahli 
Club in 1939 and Oroba Club in 1939. The 
participants were business people, teach
ers, students, workers andemployees.

At present, the Labour and Social Af- 
fair Ministry recognises 138 NGOs: 4 for 
women, 12 social purposes, 2 charity, 3 
religious (Sunni), 21 professional, 51 Clubs 
and expatriate societies, 41 local charity 
funds (Sandook Khayri). There are other 
types of traditional organisations, which 
attract non-governmental activities.These 
are mosques (both Sunni and Shia) and 
Shia community centres/assembly halls or 
“Matams”. There are about 300 Sunni 
mosques and more than 1000Shia mosques 
and assembly halls.

The charity funds (S andok Khayri) rep
resent one of the excellent examples of 
NGOs inBahrain.

The government failed to support 
poorer sections of the society due to the lack 
of a welfare system. The affected sections 
of society turned to each other for solidarity 
and support. Their number rose from 6 in 
1993 to 41 at the end of 1994. The mush
rooming of their number reflects the 
strength of social solidarity amongst the 
people and their speedy response to the 
failure of the State. The government al- 
lowed their growth to release itself from the 
burden of supporting the poorer sections, 
butin 1998 itmovedto tighten control over 
their activities. The government is expected 
to further interfere in the activities of these 
NGOs and may even attempt a crackdown. 
Reports in government’s controlled press 
continue to call for “direct control" over the 
financial managementofthecharity funds.

These social centres are notfree from 
governmental control. The Labour and 
Social Affairs Minister is empowered by 
Law No. 21/1989 to dissolve any club or 
society, to attend any meeting, to demand 
permission for any function performed by 
the association and punish any person ob
jecting orders.

InFebruary 1984, the Labour Minister 
ordered the closure of the (Shia) Islamic 
EnlightenmentSociety and its three schools. 
Within ayear of this closure, at least three 
other local libraries (with teaching serv
ices) were closed down by the authorities. 
This followed the arrest of members of 
some members of the S ociety by the secu
rity forces. Closing down the Islamic En
lightenment Society has further alienated 
the Shiapopulation which is severely tar
geted by theState.

Virtually all NGOs are controlled by 
the State through various means. How
ever, The Bahraini Lawyers Society, the




