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The opposition called for turning a new chapter

hundreds of B ahrainis to the torture cells.
Once inside, those interns would have 

not be able to escape signing false confes
sions on papers prepared by interrogators. 
As long as the Western support for these 
inhumane practices continued, Khalifa and 
Henderson felt free to inflict the maximum 
pain and suffering on the people of Bah
rain. The opposition has, over the past few 
years, adopted peaceful means in its en
deavour to effect a meaningful political 
change in the country. The Khalifa- 
Henderson camp felt threatened by the 
peaceful campaign and introduced new tac
tics to intimidate the people. International 
Human Rights organisations reacted by 
issuing statements and publishing reports 
condemning the regime of terror being 
employed by Henderson’s staff.

None of these reports managed to con
vince policy makers in the West to take 
active steps to retain a degree of civility in 
B ahrain. The deceased emir play ed into the 
hands ofhis brother and even went as far as 
putting his signature on the death sentence 
ordered by the prime minister.

The opposition has acted responsibly 
when it called for calming down the situa
tion in the aftermath of Sheikh Isa’s de
mise. This stand has been praised world
wide. It is hoped that this move would be 
reciprocated by a courageous decision by 
the new Amir to release all political prison
ers, allow the unconditional return of ex
iles, repeal the State Security Law, and 
reinstate the country’s constitution. The 
forces of death commanded by the prime 
minister and Henderson, reacted angrily 
this political initiative, and undertook to 
continue their policies of terror and intimi
dation.

Many men and children were arrested 
in the first few days after the demise of 
Sheikh Isa, the people were banned from 
using microphone systems in mosques, 
and mercenaries were dispatched to resi
dential areas in a show of strength.

The people realised how desperate the 
forces of terror were and continued in their 
wait-and-see policy. Political observers 
agree that those forces stand to lose greatly 
if the opposition is to succeed in retaining 
the initiative. Without the torture chambers

their services will no longer be needed, an 
eventuality they detest. They were also 
annoyed by the worldwide cover age of the 
opposition’s call for calm, at a time when 
the regime was embarrassed by the inun
dating calls from international human rights 
organisations to be allowed into Bahrain to 
monitor the show trial of Sheikh Al Jamri.

The opposition has extended a sincere 
hand to the new Amir, hoping he would 
reciprocate with the same. The hope is that 
the friends of the Al Khalifa will take the 
initiative to advise Sheikh Hamad to start 
his reign with a clean note and distance 
himself from the excesses of his uncle. It 
mustbe pointed out that it is in the interest 
of himself and that of ruling family to start 
anew chapter based on reconciliation and 
dialogue.

In a rare sign of a changing environ
ment, one of the columnists was allowed to 
comment on the question of the dissolved 
parliament on 23 March. Sawsan Al-Shaer 
stated that the laws that are issued in the 
absence of the parliament may be consid
ered “constitutional”. She stated that the 
parliament (when convened) has theright 
to review all laws issued during its absence 
and to validate them. Although many would 
disagree with her interpretation of consti
tutionality, such comments are considered 
to be positive signs and the opposition 
hopes that the government would lift the 
strict censorship imposed on the media, so 
that all matters of concern to the citizens 
can be deliberated openly andradonally.

A more serious sign of such a tendency 
would be demonstrated by the uncondi
tionalrelease of the thousands of prisoners 
relinquishing in the torture chambers. A 
decision to reinstate the constitution will 
add up to this and will ensure that his 
rulership is also constitutional It must be 
mentioned that Article of the Constitution 
makes it a condition that the new Amir is 
required to address the elected parliament 
and to seek its approval. In the absence of 
this elected council, his rule will remain 
questionable from a constitutionalpointof 
view. It is hoped that being a Sandhust- 
educatedhe will notmiss out this time. The 
new king of Jordanhas set a good example 
by ordering thereleaseofprisoners.

Sheikh Hamad’s Golden Opportunity
The death of Sheikh Isa bin S alm an Al 

Khalifa on 6 March of a heart attack has 
ended an erainBahrain and provided new 
opportunities for change. Whetherthenew 
regimeheadedbytherelatively-youngemir 
will be able to adap t to the requirements of 
a21st century environmentremains to be 
seen. Whatis certain is thatSheikh Hamad 
bin IsaAlKhalifahasinheritedalegacy that 
is in need for a drastic change. If he is to 
enjoy hisreign over ape aceful country, he 
must introduce serious political reforms 
immediately. Any further delay will only 
result in confirming the grip of the old 
guards who enjoy no good reputation either 
inside or outside the country. For quarter of 
a century, the country has been plagued by 
instability and protests resulting in the death 
of scores ofyoung men, women and chil
dren in the torture chambers of the "ancient 
regime".Theprime minister became aware 
of the hands-off approach ofhis brother’s 
(thelate Amir), andexploited it to the limit 
The deceased emir became detached from 
day-to-day affairs and surrendered to Sheikh 
Khalifa who employed his lackeys in the 
cabinet, which remained virtually un
changed throughout the bleak period. To
gether withlan Henderson. theprime min
ister succeeded in creating a police state 
sending thousands of citizens to torture 
chambers, exiles or gallows. Within a few 
years afterindependence, Bahrain became 
one of the countries with the least open
ness, and piled for itself a bl ack record in 
terms of human rights. The prime minis ter 
managed to survive the upheavals of the 
past 25 years with the aid offered by the 
UnitedStaiesandBritain who effectively 
sheltered his regime.

Sheikhlsareigned over aregimebogged 
by power struggle. Gradually, the prime 
minister ruled thecountry through theex- 
tensive use of shear terror. Ian Henderson, 
whose recruitment by the British in 1966 
employed his skill in terror tactics against 
dissidents acquired throughhis experience 
in Kenya, used all methods of torture to 
subordinate those calling for their demo- 
craticrights.Itbecameafamiliarpattemin 
local politics that he would "uncover" aplot 
"to overthrow the regime by force" every 
December, and, consequently, would send
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Dry Dock Prison Camp
5 March: The Dry-Dock prison camp, 

where more than 600 young people are 
detained, is witnessing a siege and cam
paign of torture by security forces. Many 
detainees have declared ahunger strike and 
are entering their second week. The inte
rior ministry holds these hundreds of peo
ple without charges and many of them are 
unaware of the reason for their arrest in the 
first place.

The Dry-Dockprison camp comprises 
six corridors A, B, C, D, E, and F. Each 
corridor contains twelve cells. Most of the 
detainees are crowded in A, C, D and F. The 
cells in B are for solitary confinement. The 
torturers who brutally attacked and injured 
the detainees are Ali Al-Thani, Fawaz 
Hassan Isa, Mobarak Howail, Saqr Al- 
Nuaimi, Khalid Al-Fadalah, Isa Al-Rumeihi, 
Adel Al-Doseri, Abdul Salam, Ibrahim 
Bekhit (who plays in West Rif a’a Foo tb all 
Team), Ibrahim Al-Thawadi, Ibrahim 
Ahmad Isa, Nader Al-Doseri, Walid Al- 
Dewaisan, Ahmad Al-Huteimi, Khalid 
Ismail, Mohammed Al-Darraj, Khalifa Al- 
Doseri, and Salah (from Qalali). These 
torturers have been responsible for brutally 
torturing the youths detained in the prison 
camp. They have been given free and unac
countable authority to inflictpain and suf
fering on the people handed over to them 
for detention.

The widespread arrests of citizenshave 
coincided with the news emerging from the 
Prison Camp at the Dry Dock in Hidd. 
Hundreds of detainees, most of them teen
agers, are being ill-treated following ahun
ger strike by detainees demanding their 
release because either they have not been 
charged, or have completed their sentences 
but remain in jail. The detainees sent a letter 
explaining their ordeal saying: “We went 
on hunger strike protesting against the 
atrocities of the torturers such as Ali Mo
hammed Ali Al-Thani and Fahad Al- 
Fadalah. They have prevented us from re
ceiving family-visits and have increased 
the degree ofharassment and ill treatment. 
Some 350 of us have spent more than two 
yeas and nine months without charges. The 
torturer Ali Al-Thani promised to raise our 
cases to the higher authorities. He never 
fulfilled any of his promises. We started our 
hunger strikeon 15 February with28 pris
oners. The following day, the number of 
striker rose to 360 detainees (out of a total 
of 495 detainees). The torturer Ali Al- 
Thani ordered an attack againstus. Hesent 
his mercenaries to kick us, punch us and 
threw us in trucks for torturing in the of
fices. On 20 and 21 February, the strike 
continued and as a result 25 of us were 
transferred to the solitary cells in Corridor 
B. These cells are without electricity and 
emit a rotten smell. Oneof the detainees (in 
the solitary cells), Hussein Al-Sheikh, started 
singing to pass time, and upon hearing him, 
the torturer Fahad Al-Fadalah, insulted him 
and ordered a torture session for him.

Yousif, 18, from Sitra, fell unconscious 
and was found with blood on him in the 
toilets. Ali Abdul Hussain from Sitra was 
force-fed after a sever torture session.

Seminar in Denmark
5 March: The Denmark-based, Medi

terranean Network for Human Rights 
“Lands Thingssalen Christiansborg” or
ganised a seminar in the Danish Parlia
ment about human rights in the Middle 
East, and Bahrain became the central theme 
for discussion. The president of the net
work, MarkSkadhbolsn, and two journal
ists, T ariq Zey adeh and Pmihle Bramming 
addressed the seminar. The latter said that 
during her visit to Bahrain in 1996 she 
discovered how bad the hum an rights situ
ation in B ahrain is. Mr. Zey adeh described 
the deterioration in human rights and re
ferred to the case of Sheikh Al-Jamri as a 
stark example of the deterioration of the 
political situation.

AmirDies
6 March: Amir of Bahrain Sheikh Isa 

bin Salman Al-Khalifadied today.' Wepay 
our condolences to the cunent emir for the 
death of his late father, and we hope the 
new emir will open a new page to reconcile 
with the B ahr aini opposition," said theB ah
rain Freedom Mo vement.

A joint statement between the B ahr ain 
Freedom Movement, the National Libera
tion Front and the Popular FrontinBahrain 
said: “the opposition forces, over the many 
past years, have indicated that their aim is to 
achieve development and progress for the 
country, that their agenda is based on 
legitimate popular demands, that they refuse 
any external intervention in the political 
affairs of the country, that they call for 
dialogue and that they are eager to contrib
ute in the building of a modem civil society. 
Unfortunately the security forces havecom- 
mitted a gross mistake by attempting to 
address the political crises through the use 
of force. We reaffirm our support for all 
sincere attempts to open up the political 
process and to introduce reform through 
peaceful means.’’

7 March: The Associate Press reported 
on from Bani Jamra (the home village of 
Sheikh Al-Jamri) saying, “thecalm atmos
phere was brought on by more than just 
mourning in Bani Jamrah and the nearby 
villages of Diraz, Sanabis and Karranah. 
There was a wait-and-see quality, as people 
wondered what the new emir, Sheik Hamad, 
would bring. Mansour al-Jamri, one of the 
leaders of the exiled Bahrain Freedom 
Movement and the son of an imprisoned 
dissident, urged the new emir to "open a 
new page, to reconcile with the Bahraini 
opposition." Al-Jamri spoke from London 
but, in his home village of B ani Jamrah, a 
similar message was literally written on the 
wall."We want a change," read freshly 
sprayed shocking-red graffiti. "Parliament 
is the solution. Parliament with justice." 
"Release the prisoners. Return the exiles.

Al urgent action
1 March: Amnesty International is

sued anUrgent Action stating "Shaikh Abd 
al-Amir Mansur al-Jamri has finally been 
put on trial, more than three years after his 
arrest Bahr aini law allows a maximum of 
three years’ detention of person suspected 
of "endangering state security". "He ap
peared before the State Security Court on 
21 February in Jaw, south-eastof thecapi- 
talal-Manama, on charges including incite
ment to violence and acts of sabotage. De
fendants tried before the State Security 
Court have no right of appeal." 

CERD Meeting
1 March: The UN Committee on the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD) started its meeting in Geneva. 
CERD is charged with assessing the coun
tries that signed the UN Conv ention on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

The Bahraini government ratified 
CERD in 1990 but has never submitted 
any report in compliance with the require
ments of the treaty. The UN Committee 
started its meeting and Bahrain has been 
added to the agenda for investigating the 
allegation of racial discrimination.

According to the official (unwritten) 
policy, B ahr aini citizens are discriminated 
against on the basis of their ethnic origin, 
religious sect, and tribal affiliation. B ahrain 
is one of the countries where racism is 
rigorously implemented in all walks of life. 

Baharin Bar Society
3 March: The Bahraini Bar Society 

emerged the winner following one year of 
closure by the government The society 
was closed do wn early last years following 
a seminar held in January 1998 in which 
the government’s polices were criticised. 
On 16 February, the executive committee 
appointed by the government published an 
invitation - through the press - to all lawyers 
to attend a meeting to elect a new executive 
committee.

All government’s candidates were de
feated in the election that took place in the 
beginning of March. The new executive 
committee comprises of Ali Al-Ayyobi 
(president), Salman Sahwan (deputy-presi
dent), Fareed Ghazi (cultural affairs), Mo
hammed Ahmad Amin (professional af
fairs), Radhi Al-Jabal (social affairs), Mo
hammed Eid Al-Hussaini (treasurer).

Bar Committee Letter
4 March: The B ar Human Rights Com

mittee of England and Wales wrote to the 
Amir, the Interior and Justice Ministers 
saying, "the Committee respectfully re
quests that itbe allowed to send an observer 
to attend the trial of Judge Al-Jamri. The 
Committee would be grateful to receive 
details of the place and date of the trial and 
the charges that have beenbrought against 
Judge Al-Jamri.... We look forward to your 
early response in order that we c an proceed 
with arranging to send an observer."
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Those are our demands," read other graf
fiti.”
Petrol Station on Fire

8March: Arsonists set apetrol station 
onfiieonMonday.The station is located 
near the village of Hellah. The Bahrain 
Freedom Movement condemns all forms 
of arson and violence and hopes that the 
new Amir will not be deterred from pursu
ing areformist policy.
FT on the Amir

8 March: Robin Allen of Financial 
Times wrote an article entitled “Sheikh 
Hamad takesoverasBahrain’sruler”.He 
said that” In recent years Sheikh Isa left 
m any aspects of government to his brother, 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa, whose 
repressive policies havebeennotable since 
December 1994, whenreform, movements 
sweptthe island andviolentdissentbroke 
out inmany villages.

Sheikh Hamad is expected, at the time 
being at least, to keep Sheikh Khalif aon as 
Prime Minister, despite a bitter and well- 
publicized rivalry going back many 
years.AccordingtoseniorUS analysts, the 
combination could provoke considerable 
nervousness amongBahrain’s Shia major
ity community.

It is an unfortunate coincidence, they 
add, that the government should now be 
putting on trial, after three years in deten
tion, theShias’publichero and opposition 
activist leader Abdul Amir Al-Jimri Jl is a 
trail, which could spark renewed unrest. 
Bahrainis are not the only people with 
anxious eye on the next few months.

Down Jones on CPP
9March:TheDow JonesNews agency 

saidthatMr. AliQassim Rabi’a (member 
of the Committee for Popular Petition) 
hopes that" the accessionof Sheikh Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa after the death of his 
father Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa, 
Saturday, will bring a loosing up of the 
political situation inBahrain, including the 
release of political prisoners and aretum to 
constitutional rule.” It said“theopposition 
will write to the country’s new ruler in 
days, seeking negotiations.”
Crown Prince Appointed

9 March: Bahrain's new Amir appointed 
his son as crown prince on 9 March. The 
crown prince swore by referring to the 
constitution of the country and a decree 
regulating the appointment of heir appar
ent Themeeting was held in Rif a’a Palace 
and was attended by thenew Amir, Prime 
Minister Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman Al- 
KhalifaandSheikhMohanunedbinSalman 
Al-Khalifa, thelale Amir's younger brother.

The reappearance of Sheikh Moham
med has beennoted as an indication by the 
new Amir of his intention to balance the 
powersof thePrimeMinister. SheikhMo- 
hammed was forced out of the ruling estab
lishment in the mid sixties by the Prime 
Minister.

will continue hispath which doesnot dis
criminate between the country's citizens 
regardless of their origins or their religion," 
hesaid. AP also covered the Amir’s speech 
Security Court

13 March The day the new Amir ad
dressed thenation, the State Security Court 
was convened for trying seven citizens: 
Seyed Hassan Ibrahim Mohammed, 20 
years old. Carpenter, Hassan Mansoor 
Mohammed Ali, 18, Carpenter; Hassan 
Salman Mohammed Hassan, 19; Seyed 
Ibrahim AminMohammed, 19,Employee; 
Mohammed Salm an Ibrahim Ali Al-Aali, 
19, Labourer; Hussain Kadhem Ali Mohsin 
Nasser, 20; Faisal Abdul Shahid Habib 
Abdulla Salman, Student. International 
human rights and legal organisations have 
condemned this unconstitutional court.

US Arms for Bahrain
15 March : (Reuters) - The United 

States said on Monday it had formally of
fered to sell 26 sophisticated" AMRAAM" 
air-to-air missiles along with associated 
equipment and training to B ahrain for $ 110 
million. The package was offered to Bah
rain by Defence S ecretary William Cohen

OMCT on Bahrain
11 March: The International Secre- 

tariatof OMCT issued an urgent interven
tionexpressing concern aboutthephysical 
and psychological integrity of at least 54 
people from Bahrain. Among them, 19 
minors between the ages of 12 and 17, 
were allegedly arrested in further waves of 
arrests and house-raids in several areas of 
Bahrain during the monthof February 1999. 
It is feared that some of the detainees may 
have been subjected to torture.
Economist on Bahrain

13 March: The Economist reported 
from Manama on the death of the late 
Amir. It said "Sheikh Issa, a cheery man, 
used to play good cop to the bad cop of his 
reviled brother, Sheikh Khalifa, theprime 
minister. Whenever Shia lads burnt tyres or 
scrawled anti -government graffiti, Sheikh 
Khalifa would call out riot police to round 
up-andoften beat up-themiscreants, while 
Sheikhlssabusied himself with charming 
foreign visitors. Bahraini dissidents hope 
that the accession of Sheikh Hamad, who 
was rumoured to have quarrelled with his 
uncle, willleadtoaless hardline policy.” 
NewAmirSpeech

Reuters reported that Bahrain's new 
emir Sheikh Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa 
pledged on Saturday in his first speech 
since taking power to continuehis father's 
policies. "Wewill, God willing, extend the 
hands of friendship, supportandcoopera- __________
tion to anyone who wants prosperity for schools.Theparentsofthegirlswerehor- 
Bahrainathome and abroad," hesaid in a >------i.iu.j.-su.Sdl.w,
televised speech a week after his father 
Sheikh Isa bin Sulman al-Khalifa died."! 
want to make it clear to you all, as a son of

last week during a visit to the Gulf Hit no 
specifics weregiven at thetime. The AIM- 
1206 Advanced Medium-Range Air-to- 
Air Missiles (AMRAAM) are built by 
RaytheonCo(RTNJ9)andhavearangeof 
more than 50 miles 80 km. They can be 
fired and for gotten by pilots while they seek 
out appro aching aircraft targets. In addition 
to the AMRAAMs, the package would 
include 50 missile launch rails for Bah
rain’s F-l 6 fighter jets, missile containers, 
software, maintenance and pilot training. 

Jaw Prisoners
22 March: More disturbing news are 

emerging from the crowded jails. Scores of 
detainees in Jaw prison have been trans
ferred to solitary confinement and many 
have been denied family-visits. Amongst 
the citizens who are being ill-treated in Jaw 
are Seyy ed Qassim Sharaf, and his brother 
Seyyed Mohammed Sharaf (from Daih), 
Ali Abdul Wahid, Salman al-Nashabah, 
Abdul Jalil Al-Nachas, and Seyyed Abdul 
S am ad. Moreover, Dr. Isa Ibrahim Malar 
has been transferred to a solitary cell since 
23 February.
Girls'SchoolsAtfacked

21M arch: S ecurity forces attacked two 
primary girls’ schools on 21 March. The 
security forces that stormed the classes 
savagely beat the children of both 
Shahrakkan and Bori schools. No clear 
reason has been reported. One of the girls in 
Sharakkan School staled that the young 
pupils were accused of picketing inside the 

rifted to leam that their childrenhad been 
subjected to asavage attack by the undisci
plined foreign-staffed security forces. It is 

_________ , believed that these forces, which pledge 
(Sheikh) Is a and a guardian of his legacy, I loyalty to the“ancient regime” of the Prime
_.ni—Tvori-i tvhirhdnAcnnt dis- Minister, are worried about losing their 

status in case the new Amir decides to 
adopt a reforming agenda. Several fires 
have also been reported in the past few 
days.
Disturbances

On22March,night-time,abigfirewas 
reported inTobli, while acai was setonfire 
in al-Khamis on 21 March. The opposition 
blames elements working for the security 
forces that benefit from enfl anting the situ
ation. On 24 March, another car was re
portedly setonfireinAl-Hoora. 

Forcible Exile
Mr. Abd Ali Al- Sarhan, 35, was pre

vented from entering his home country on 
22 March. Mr. Sarhan works in Kuwait 
and returned for a vacation to visit his 
family in B ahrain. Upon his arrival, he was 
detained in the airport, subjected to ill- 
treatment and interrogation, before being 
forcibly-deported to Kuwait The gov em
inent of Bahrain is the only “national” 
government in the world that forcibly ex
iles its citizens while at the same it imports 
foreign mercenaries and grants them citi
zenship.
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B ahrainis moved away from appointed bod
ies and elected their representatives for a 
municipality. In 1973, B ahrainis elected a 
National Assembly that was dissolved in 
1975. But in 1996, Bahrain is forcibly 
returned to a situation below the level en
joyed by B ahrainis 75 years earlier.

Al-Hayat (29 May 1996) said that there 
are five objectives for this “new” system. 
The most important of these objectives are 
those stated in the third and fourth points. 
The third point states the objective of “pre
serving security and public order”, while 
the fourth point states the objective of en
suring “loyalty” of the public.

On 2 May 1997, a member of the 
ruling family, Abdul Aziz Atteyat-Allah Al- 
Khalifa, was appointed the Governor of the 
Capital. On 21 February 1998 another 
member of the ruling family. Is a bin Ahmed 
Mohammed Al-Khalifa, was appointed as 
the Governor of Muharraq. Both persons 
had played senior roles in the Interior Min
istry as investigating officers.

6. Conclusions
Clash of concepts: Today’s B ahrain is 

a cosmopolitan society with an active popu
lation aspiring for greater participation in 
society and politics.The various ethnic and 
religious groups have tended to come to
gether for the furtherance of common 
causes. This was manifested in the type and 
construction of leading movements since 
1938. However, this tendency clashes di
rectly with the tribally-controlledruling es
tablishment

The underlying conceptions of “state” 
and “popular participation” are viewed dif
ferently. The rulers float the idea of an 
appointed consultative council as the mos t 
appropriate and compatible form of popu- 
larparticipation.Thisformofparticipation 
has no capability to stand against the ex
cesses of the State.

Countering this concept is the view 
that reiterates the need for popular partici
pation as the only long-term and viable 
alternative for meeting the challenges of 
the modem age. The pro-democracy  move
ment in Bahrain has based its views on the 
modemconcepts stated inBahrain’s 1973 
constitution, effectively suspended since 
1975. Political rights are specified in Arti
cle le of the constitution: “The citizens 
shall have the rights to participate in the 
public affairs of the S tate and enjoy political 
rights, beginning with the right to vote”.

DisregardingBahrain’s Constitution: 
The Bahrain government disregards all ar
ticles specifying public rights and freedoms. 
Article 18 states “People are equal in hu
man dignity, and citizens shall be equal in 
public rights and duties before the law, 
without discrimination as to race, origin, 
language, religion or belief’. Article 22 
states “Freedom of conscience is absolute. 
The S tate shall guarantee the inviolability 
of places of worship and the freedom to 
perform religious rites and to hold religious

processions and meetings in accordance 
with the customs observed in the country”. 
Article 27 stales “Freedom to form associa
tions and trade unions on a national basis 
and for lawful objectives and by peaceful 
means shall be guaranteed”. None of these 
or other articles are respected by the gov
ernment.

Neo-fiefdom rule: Since the dissolu
tion of the parliament in 1975, the ruling 
family has incrementally returned back to 
the state of affairs that existed before 1923. 
This return has been camouflaged by a 
modem “symbology” of State. All organs 
of powers are dominated and controlled by 
members of the ruling family. Lands of 
Bahrain are controlled as private estates 
and a new structure for the State ofB ahrain 
was initiated in 1996 to divide these estates 
and to rule them through “governors” ap
pointed from tribal-security ranks. Even 
the education sector has been subjected to 
paramilitary control, thus preventing inter
action of university and society. Foreign- 
staffed security forces and recently im
ported groups of people are deployed to 
coerce the society into submission. This is 
a “neo-fiefdom” rule.
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State vs. civil Society in Bahrain - Part 4 
(continued from last issue-...)
The oil field is located north of B ah

rain. In 1958 the Saudi and B ahraini gov
ernments signed an agreement for mutual 
utilisation. In 1965 therevenues were dis
tributed as follows: 25% for B ahrain gov
ernment, 25% for Saudi government and 
50% for Aramco. In 1987, the share of 
revenue was divided50% between Bahraini 
government and Aramco [see Al-Sheroogi 
(1993)]. In 1996, Saudi Arabia agreed that 
100% of the revenues (140 b/d) would be 
transferred to the Bahraini government. 
Adding this to a 40 b/d from inshore oil 
field, the government stated to feel com
fortable with the cash flow available for 
major political projects aimed at reversing 
the situation to the pre-modem stage in 
terms of political control. Two projects are 
worthy of noting in this regard.

The first relates to the importation of 
Bedouins, predominantly from the Syrian 
area of Deir-Zor, or affecting demographic 
changes. The Financial Times of 28 May 
1998 reported “Critics of the government 
say one sinister dev elopment is the building 
by the ruling family of a ‘cordon sanitaire’ 
around itself by giving nationality to be
tween 8, 000 and 10, 000 Sunni families 
from Jordan, Syria, Pakistan and Yemen, 
whose men, working in the security serv
ices, would be loyal to the Al-Khalifa fam
ily should unrest break out again on a sc ale 
which canno longer be contained”. This is 
of course a very large number of families 
which implies 40,000-50,000 additional 
population, or about 13% of the native 
population. There is no doubt that many 
Syrian Bedouins can be seen in Bahrain 
now and most of them are working for the 
security forces, but no one can be abso
lutely sure of their exact number.

Statistics of this type will always re
main a confidential matter of State. The 
Financial Times of 28 May 1998 stated 
“one US analysis, a regular investor, re
marked that in Bahrain substantial rev
enues from oil sales were unaccounted for. 
In Bahrain’s 1998 budget there are no 
references to revenue estimates from any 
ofthe country principle state-owned indus
tries. Officials refuse to comment on these 
and other criticisms. Local publications are 
censored”. Experts estimate the percentage 
of government expenditure on defence 
18%, and on security 10-16%, as com
pared to 2% on development.

Before 1920s, the ruling Al-Khalifa 
family deployed groups of *fedaweyah”for 
imposing their will on the society. More 
than75 years later, similar groups of people 
are being importing for the same purpose.

The second project relates to thedivid- 
ing of Bahrain to four provinces, or fiefs. 
Al-Hayatof29May 1996,reported thatthe 
new decree is underway for establishing a 
“system of four provinces”. Governors, 
appointed by the Interior Minister will con
trol each province, and each Governor will 
appoint30persons, or “mukhtar”.In 1919,




