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The Amir’s reforms are well overdue

Will he deliver?

When the Amir, Sheikh Hamad binIsa
Al Khalifa undertook his first visit to Eu-
rope lastmonth in his capacity as ahead of
state, he oughttohaverealised the depth of
the feeling of international human rights
activists with regard to what is happening
in Bahrain. The Frenchmedia gave a cau-
tious welcome to the visit indicating the
umease about theeventsin thatcountry and
the extentof repression that has befallenits
people over the past quarter of a century.
Several human rights organisations made
their position clear in letters to both the
Bahraini ambassador and the French presi-
dent. They asked for areturn to constitu-
tional rule and the abolishing of the tools of
repression especially the State Security
Court and the State Security Law. Such
protests fromnotable international organi-
sations must have caused adegree of em-
barrassmentto the visiting ruler, who would
have liked to enjoy his first overseas visit
free from the trouble of having to answer
the accusations presented by concerned
parties. Theruler has suddenly found him-
selfin the middle of afurore and having to
answer the concerns caused by the actions
ofhis uncle, the prime minister.

Prior to his departure to France and
other places, Sheikh Hamad had issued a
decree pardoning the veteran opposition
figure, Sheikh Abdul Amir Al Jamri, a
victimoftherepressive policies of the prime
minister. Although the Amir wanted the
release of the Sheikh, the presentation of
the pardon to thenation by the government
caused severe anger and frustrationamong
the people of Bahrain.Noneof them wanted
the play to be so disastrously produced
especially after several international hu-
man rights organisations have put their
weightbehind Sheikh AlJamri. The Amir
ordered the release, the prime minister
wanted to implement it in his own style;
through public humiliation. The end result
is that the Sheikh was released, but the
people feltmore hatred towards the system
that seeks to humiliate the nation. The
prime minister was instrumental in deny-
ing the Amir a gracious response from the
people.

The people of Bahrainhave been wait-
ingforthe period of mourning toendso that

political reforms may begin. For the past
two months since that happened no serious
reforms have taken place. Some releases
were ordered by the Amir prior to that of
Sheikh Al Jamri, but again they weredone
in the prime minister’s style. Meanwhile,
the people of Bahrain were taking heart
from severalregional developments.

First came the parliamentary elections
in Kuwait. Thatevent initself inspired the
people to be more forceful in demanding
the reinstatement of the Constitution and
the electionof the National Assembly. Sec-
ond came the announcement by Qatar that
the Amir had appointed a committee to
draw up a constitution. Again, it became
apparentthat theother Gulf states aremov-
ing forward in a faster pace than the Al
Khalifa. Thirdly, the Saudi authorities re-
leasedhigh-ranking clerics who, five years
ago, had called foramajor change in Saudi
internal and external policies. They were
released without public humiliation.

A Saudi politician recently expressed
astonishment at the way Sheikh Al Jamri
had been treated. He said: "Whatsortofa
judicial system do they have? How could
they pass such aharsh sentence againsthim
oneday andrelease him the next?"

Itis withinthe contextof therelations
between the ruler and the ruled that the
situation in Bahrain must be judged. The
people sought to protect not only their
constitutional rights but also their moral
stand. Fordecades the present government
has been inflicting heavy blows on the
people and subjecting their pride and dig-
nity to enormoustorture. When they found
the opportunity in 1994 they immediately
grabbed itand aired their angry feelingsto
the world. For the first time a small Gulf
country witnesses such widespread pro-
tests. Ifit werenot for the opposition which
has tamed the public feelings the situation
wouldhavebeendifferent. When anotable
figure such as Sheikh Al Jamri, who has
consistently and peacefully campaigned for
areturn to civil society and constitutional
rule gets silenced in the most humiliated
way and paradedon TV screensinthe way
ithappened, itneeds more thankind words
from the opposition to stop the angerof the
people claiming more devastating dimen-

sions. Up and until now, no serious initia-
tives have been taken by the new Amir
despite the goodwill expressed by the oppo-
sition. Diplomats and observers have re-
peatedly sought excuses for this inaction,
citing the policies of the prime minister as
the main obstacle. But it must be empha-
sised here that the rights and wellbeing of
peoplecannot be tampered within this way
for the sake of one person. Indeed there is
asystemofrepression in the country which
has been in operation ever since Ian
Henderson came to Bahrain in 1966. But
isn’tittime for a solid stand by the friends
of Bahrain to put an end to this tragic
situation?

As the country embraced itself for the
coming of thenew Amir, the people looked
for the friends of Bahrain to help it over-
cometheordealsithas beensubjected to for
more than quarter of a century. Countries
like Britain and the United States should
haverealised by now that theirinterest will
be better served by a return to a constitu-
tional ruleand notby an absolutistregime.
Unfortunately, the game of wait-and-see
hasdominated thescene ever since thenew
Amir came to power last March. The re-
pression continues, so does the people’s
feelings towards the system. It is a test of
wills between the people and therepressive
regime. The hope is that asmooth change
takes place soon towards a more demo-
cratic regime. If that fails then the only
alternative will be instability. That surely
doesnotsafeguard anybody’s interests.

There are plenty of opportunities to
drive home to the Amir the idea that the
people of Bahraindeserve to be respected
and treated in accordance with intema-
tional laws and conventions. The people
who have been struggling for more than
seventy years to attaintheir basicrights are
worthy of respect and support. Whether
through ambassadors, foreign ministers,
head of states or even throughrepresenta-
tives of these countries in Geneva, the
avenues for delivering the message are
plenty. Whatislacking is the will tosupport
democracy and humanrightsin Bahrain. A
second thought on this may change the
minds and inclinations of those in power
bothin London and Washington.
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Ethnic cleansing

There aresome 15-20thousand people
who were born in Bahrain and served the
country but are now being forcibly evicted
from Bahrain.

These people are called Ajam (a sec-
tion of the cosmopolitan Bahrain whose
grandfathers have come from Iran over a
century ago). A new governmental orderis
now inplace and will be effective from the
beginning of September 1999.

The governmental order discriminates
againstthis sectionof Bahrain society inall
walks oflife. As from September, the chil-
dren of this section will be prevented from
all public schools. They will all be denied
any medical care. If anyoneof them needs
an emergency treatment, he or she must
pay 2 dinars ($6) as an entry fee.

They willhave to pay 100 dinar ($267)
for any newly born baby. They willonly be
issued witha one-way travel document that
takes out of Bahrain. They will be pre-
vented from purchasing any land and will
be evicted from any employment. Mostof
these people live in Seqaya (Manama),
Dafnah (near Salmanya, Manama), Bin Ali
Quarter in Muharrag, Mushber Quarter in
Manama, and Halah Quarter in Muharrag.

Expelling H. Al-Ansari

July 1 (Reuters) - Bahrainhas expelled
a former talk show host of al-Jazeera, an
outspoken Qatar-based satellite television
station, for allegedly insulting Kuwait dur-
ing a live programme, a government offi-
cial said on Thursday.

The expulsion was the latest contro-
versy involving the TV station which be-
gan broadcasting in 1996 and has estab-
lisheditself as a forum for debate on Arab
issues formany Arabviewersinthe Middle
East, Europe and North America. The offi-
cial said Hamid al-Ansari, who has left the
station, had arrived in Bahrain on Tuesday
to take part in a seminar.

Alvisitconcluded

Ammesty International announced that
a“'delegationled by JuneRay, the Program
director of the Middle East Program, Said
Boumeddouha, aresearcher inthe Middle
East Program and Angela Gaff, a British
lawyer, will be visiting Bahrain from 28
June to 1st July, to discuss with senior
Bahraini officials and representatives of
the civil society, issues related to human
rights protection and promotion.

Frenchmediacoverage

3 July: The French TV station ARTE
aired a programme on Bahrain on 3 July
(8.05 pm). The programme “"Le dessous
des cartes” ("under the maps") - a 10 min-
utes geopolitical programme - explained
some aspect of the political situation in
Bahrain and why the government of Bah-
rain discriminates against the indigenous
Shiapopulation.

The ARTE programme counters the
Bahraini government’s initiative that
launched an exhibition in Paris about Bah-
rain’s history. The exhibition attempted to
ignore the present suffering of the people,
but ARTE showed partof the other side of
the story.

Ontheoccasionof the Bahraini Amir's
visit to France, the Frenchnewspaper "Le
Monde" published an article by MunaNa'im
on 17 July titled "the Bahraini opposition
calls for respect of liberties”. The writer
interviewed Dr. Saced Shehabi of Bahrain
FreedomMovement.

"The new Amir did not begin his ten-
ure with a new political approach in the
country", said Dr. Shehabi. The govemn-
ment refuses to publish a list of those re-
leased, mostof who had spentmay yearsin
detentionor have completed their sentences.
Hesaidthat "the release of Shaikh Al Jamri
was as a result of intensive international
pressure on the government of Bahrain".
The writer also refereed to a letter by the
oppositionto theBahrain Amirurginghim
to release all prisoners, ending of torture,
returnof all exiled andrestoration of consti-
tution and parliament. The French news
agency quoted aspokespersonof the BFM
on 17 July reiterating the just demands.

Dr. Mohammed expelled

The London-based newspaper Al Quds
published anarticleon Saturday 17 July for
Dr.Omran Hassan Mohammed, amember
of the Kuwait Institute for Science Re-
search, titled " thereasons for therelease of
Shaikh Al Jamri". Dr. Mohammed said
“international condemnation and economi-
caldifficulties in Bahrain were behind the
government's decisiontorelease AlJamri.
Thestruggle of the peopleof Bahrain against
repression and intimidation by the govern-
ment has paidoff. He mentioned that while
Kuwaitis and Qataris are celebrating de-
mocracy, the Bahrainis are mourning their
stolen freedom."

Danish support

On 17 July, the Danish Rights and
Youths Organisationissued astatement of
solidarity with the Bahraini people. The
statement said that "we the Danish Rights
and Youth Organisation are convinced of
the just demands of the people of Bahrain
for democracy and the restoration of the
constitution and parliament, the independ-
ence of the judiciary and civil society in
Bahrain".

Also, in Denmark, Radio Sawt Al-Arab
interviewed amemberof the Bahraini op-
position, Mr. Hani Al-Rayis. Mr. AlRayis
saidregarding therelease of AlJamri that
"it was obvious that the Bahraini regime
had to release Shaikh Al-Jamri after he
spentthreeyears injail and thisis the period
prescribed by the unconstitutional State
Security Law. The government released
him because it was under strong interna-
tional pressureto do so".

Middle EastInternational
July 1999

Opposition leader freed

By Simon Taggart, London

If the sentencing and release one day
later of Bahrain'sleading opposition figure,
Shaikh Abd Al Amir Al Jamri, wasmeant
as a signal to campaigners for a return to
constitutional rule, it was misjudged: they
understood neither the intent nor motiva-
tion behind themove.

On 7 July, athree-judge security panel
sentenced the 62-year-old Shi'ite clergy-
man and former MP to ten years in prison
and a fine of 5.7mdinars ($15m) for work-
ing for a foreign power and inciting unrest.
The following morning members of his
family were summoned by the prime min-
ister, giving adressing down, and told Jamri
would be conditionally released that
evening. The condition was for him to
make a public statement asking for a par-
don. He was freed andreceived rapturously
by thousands of well-wishersinhis village
of Bani Jamra.

Presumably the idea was that the re-
gime could only show clemency if it had
confessionofsorts. To free asickmanheld
in isolation for three and a half years on
remand without a confession would have
Jooked like weakness, especially giventhe
interestthe international humanrightslobby
has shown in the case.

But who initiated the release? The of -
ficial versionis that the order came from the
late Amir, ShaikhIsaBin Salman AlKhalifa,
who died four months ago. Then who
camrieditafterthe conviction, thenew Amir-
stillunknownquantity asregards themove-
ment for the restoration of the elected par-
liament scrappedin 1975-or hisuncle, hard-
line Prime Minister Shaikh Khalifa Bin
Salman Al Khalifa? The answer is impor-
tantbecause itindicates who is calling the
shots. Oppositionists in Bahrain and in
exile confess that they don't know and
suggest that attributing the move to the
departed ruler could be a away of disguis-
ingresponsibility.

There are two conflicting interpreta-
tions of therelease in opposition circles, a
Manama-based veteran pro-democracy
campaigner said therelease was a signifi-
cant move towards the improving of the
politicalsituation whichhopefullyindicated
that calls for a return for a constitutional
rulearenow "getting through to the correct
channels" rather than being blocked by the
prime minister. " we are very eager to sit
with the Amir. There is a bright future for
dialogue, " he told MEI, adding that the
opposition was willing tobe "'very. flexible"
if the Amir reinstated the constitution -
such asagreeing to postpone elections for
up to 18 months after restitution. But he
said theopposition had received “no clear
signals” that the Amir soughtdialogueand
was planning another letter to request a
meeting withhim.

The reaction from the exiled
oppositionists has been more skeptical. A
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Mideast Mirror (8 July 1999):

"Explosive situation”forces re
leader one day after

The surprise release of Bahrain's top
opposition leader, Moslem cleric Abdul
Amir AlJamri, should be attributed tothe**
explosivesimaﬁon"uiggeredbyharshsm-
tence passed against him just 24 hours
earlier, according to Jamri’s son Mansoor,
himselfanoppositionist.

Bahrain's Sunnite rulers clearly feared
matters would get out of hand, Jamri, a
prominent menber of the London-based
Bahrain Freedom Movement (BFM), told
MideastMirror shortly afterreceivingnews
that his father has been set free.

SENTENCE:

The State Security Court had on
Wednesday sentenced Shaikh J amrito 10
yearsinjailand&eequivalmiofaSlS.OOO
fine. In addition, he and unspecified “‘oth-
ers” convicted of involvement in distur-
bances which began in late 1994 were
fined equivalentof 15 million asacompen-

spokesman for the BahrainFreedomMove-
mentemphasised that therepressionby the
security forces is continuing, not only
againstactive oppositionists butmore gen-
erally againstthevillagers where themajor-
ity Shi'ite population lives. The periodic
freeing of prisoners, assiduously publicised
by the government, is explainednomoreas
the usual releaserate of detainees dressed
upto impress humanrtights organisations.
The opposition maintains that there are
15,00 detainees, whilethe governmenttalks
of under 400.

BEM's spokesman said he would "still
like to believe the release of Jamri is in-
tended to be part of a reconciliation proc-
ess”,buthedoesn't. A simplerelease with-
outhumiliationa” confession" wouldhave
built trust, he said. But with continuing
attacks on theopposition by security forces
and theofficial media, ‘Iseenoreasontobe
optimistic" about the likelihood of dialogue,
he said, noting this analysis was shared by
other sections of the opposition. But the
BFM has yetto giveuponthenew Amir. It
is not calling for another upsurge of mass
protests and hoping for the international
pressure insupport for the call for areturn
to constitutional rule.

However, if the position of Britainasa
former colonial poweris ameasureof inter-
national pressure, the authority can rest
casy. Speaking recently in London, the
new foreignoffice minister responsible for
the Middle East, Geoff Hoon, showed no
inclination to press for reform in Bahrain.
He talked of more thanone path todemoc-
1acy, withoutrecognising that Bahrainhad
experienced abriefperiodof parliamentary
democracyinthe 1970s before the Assem-
bly was shutdown. And questioned about
humanrights abuses, hesaid visitstoBah-
rain by groups such as Amnesty Interna-
tional were "asafeguard”.

harsh sentence

sation for the material damage caused by
the unrest.

A three-judge security panel convicted
Jamri of spying for a foreign power and
inciting unrest againstthe AlKhalifaruling
family. He was accused of having ignored
government warnings and stepped up 2
campaign for political reforms.

Jamri a member of an elected legisla-
ture dissolved by Bahrain's former Amirin
1975, was the most prominent voice call-
ing for political reforms before he was
detained in January 1996 on charges of
inciting protests which mainly involved
members of themajorityShiite community.

The protesters demanded politicaland
economic reforms, chiefly the reinstate-
mentofparliament, therelease of political
prisonersand the repatriationof deportees.

Dozens of people werekilled and hun-
dreds were arrested during the protests,
which abated in 1998. Manama accused
predominantly Shiite Iran ofbacking aplot
1o overthrow the Al Khalifa government--
--achargedenied by Tehran. Sevenother
leading opposition figures detained with
Jamriremain behind bars.

Shaikh Jamri's trial by the State Secu-
rity Court, whose verdicts cannot be ap-
pealed, was closed 1o the media. His wife
and threeof their children attended Wednes-
day’s five-minute session inJaw, 20 miles
south of Manama. The 10-year sentence
included the three and a half years that
Jamn, 62, had already spentin jail awailing
his trial, which began last February.

PEOPLE'S POWER:

Mansoor Al Jamri told MideastMirror
early Thursday afternoon hehadreceived
confirmation from Bahrain that his father
hadbeenset frec and was onhis way home
inBani- Jamra, hampered only by thelarge
crowds that went out to greet him.

He said that he did not yet know the
exactcircumstances that led tohisrelease,
butitwas safe to assume thatan announce-
ment would bemade that Shaikh Jamri had
been “pardoned” by the Emir, Shaikh
Hamad BinIssa AlKhalifa.

{an indication that authorities were
pondering such a scenario came after the
sentence was passed on Wednesday, when
an unnamed official was quoted in news
agency dispalches as saying the Bahraini
ruler might grant Shaikh Jamriapardon if
he asked for one}

But Jamri said he believed the real
reason the opposition leader had been set
free was that the authorities felt the shock-
ingscnmccagains!}ﬁmﬁweawnedmspaxk
large-scaledisturbances.

Hesaid protesters took to the sireets of
Shiite populated area soon after the sen-
tence was passed on Wednesday and some
200 people wererounded up. Withpeople
stocking up [gas cylinders], all the signs
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were that the sitation would get out of
hand, Jamrisaid.

The authorities must have been par-
ticularly keen on warding of f unrest ahead
of avisitto Bahrainin October by adelega-
tion from the UN Working Groupon Arbi-
u-aryDcmxiom}mtwillinvestigm.ewhethcr
any peoplearebeing® arbitrarily detained”
he explained.

Tt was only natural that the harsh sen-
tence should have threatened to trigger
freshdisturbances, Jamrisaid.

“Peoplerealised that this sentence was
not against one person, but against the
Shiite community asa whole. Suchafeel-
ing creates frustration, and frustration gen-
eratesnon-peacefulacts.

“As the Arabicsaying goes, youcanmot
throw someonein apooland tell himnotto
getwet. The govermnemvimmllypushed
the people into apool.”

MESSAGE:

By issuing a harsh sentence against
Shaikh Jamri, Bahrain’sruling family meant
to send a twofold political message, Jamri
said.

The firstmessage was specifically ad-
dressed to the Shiite community, which
wastoldit would notbe allowed o actas an
opposition, he said.

Bahrain'srulersinvariably treated the
island’s indigenous Shiites as “serfs,” or
“semi-slaves,” Jamri said. * They cannot
tolerate the fact that the Shiiteshaveman-
aged to gain respect at the international
level and join with the country’s Sunnites
to create anational consensus [in favour of
reform].”

Hence, the message 1o the Shiites was
meanttobe that* youwill always bereated
as serf, or second class citizens atbest. So
log as you accept this you will be left in
peace,” Jamri said.

The second message was addressed to
the pro-democracy opposition as a whole
and read something like this * the govern-
mentdoes notrecognise anational consen-
sus and it will continue torule Bahrainon
asectarian and tribal bases.”

One manifestation of this sectarian
approach was the State Security Courtre-
fusal during Shaikh Jamri's trial to take
evidence from promincnlSunnimopposi-
tonactivistsuchas AliRabi’aandIssa Al
Jawdar, Jamri said.

It wouldberecalled thatthe authorities
never agreed to receive a joint Sunnite-
Shiite delegation of opposition activiststo
discuss demands forreform, insisting that
each group should come forward sepa-
rately, he added. However, Jamri said the
release of the opposition leader shows that
the authorities have failed to achieve their
goal. “They meant [o say, * We'll break
your heads.’ But it didn’t work,” Jamri
said.
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Key facts about the trial of Sheikh Al-Jamri

On 7 July, the State Security Court
issued one the harshest sentences against
the pro-democracy leader, Sheikh Al-Jamri.
The unconstitutional court was headed by
a member of the ruling family, Abdul-
Rahman bin Jaber Al-Khalifa with a panel
of two Egyptian judges: Ali Mansoor and
MohammedRa'afatMostafaBarghash. The
court sentenced Sheikh Al-Jamrito 10 years
imprisonment and $15 m fine.

* On 21 February, the firstsession was
held. During this 40-minute session, the
prosecutor generalread five charges against
Sheikh Al-Jamri: S

1. The crime of communicating with
those who work for a foreign country.

2. The crime of directing an illegal
organisation aiming to overthrow the gov-
emment by force.

3. The crime of inciting saboteur

4.The crime of inciting sabotage that
led to destruction of propertied and endan-
gered the safety of people.

5.Thecrimeof broadcasting false news
andrumours aimed atintimidating the State.

The trial was held behind closed doors
at the new building of the State Security

*Courtin Jaw, 30km (18 miles) south of the
capital, Manama. More than 12 interna-
tional organisation requested to send ob-
servers, but the authorities failed to answer
any of them. Sheikh Al-Jamri pleaded in-
nocent to the five charges and told the
court: "All] ask foris parliament and I am
notacriminal.”

* The second session was scheduled
for the 7th of March, but the death of the
late Amir aday earlierresulted in its post-
ponement.

*Thelawyers of Sheikh Al-Jamrihave
been informed on 29 June that the second
session of Sheikh Al-Jamri trial before the
State Security Court will resume on Sun-
day4 July.

* 4 July: A 45-minute session was
held. The defence presented four witnesses
falsifying the claims of the government.

* 4 July 1999: MANAMA, Bahrain
(Dow Jones)-Bahrain's state security court
Sunday adjourneduntil Tuesday the trial of
the Shiite opposition leader, Sheik Abdul-
Amiral-Jamri, whois charged with spying
and inciting unrestin the country, his law-
yer told Dow Jones Newswires.

The lawyer, Abdul-Shaheed Khalaf,
said the court listened to four defense wit-
nesses Sunday and decided tohear the final
defense argument Tuesday, July 6.

Al-Jamri's trial resumed earlier in the
day, five months after the first hearing in

Al-Jamrihadrecently spentthree weeks
in solitary confinement, further fueling
rumors thathe would bereleased this weck,
said Abdul-Shaheed Khalaf, one of al-
Jamri'slawyers.

Al-Jamri'swifeZahra Attiyah who at-
tended Sunday’ssession with three of their
children, said the solitary confinement had

exhausted her husband who already suf-
fered from shortness of breath and high
blood pressure.

"Hishealthis frail, Thope he's released
soon," Attiyah said.

Al-Jamri's first hearing was held in
February and adjourned until March, but
the death of Bahrain's late Emir, Sheik Isa
BinSalman AlKhalifa, and the three-month
mouming period that followed pushed itto
July4.

* 6 July: A 5-minute third session was
held. The prosecutor general submitted a
written reply. The reply contained harsh
insults against Sheikh Al-Jamri. The ses-
sion was adjourned to the next day.

* 7 July: The final session lasted less
than 5 minutes. The defence submitted a
reply to the submission of the prosecutor
general. The judges received the reply, and
beforereading any ofit, the presiding judge
read the harsh sentence of 10 years impris-
onment and $15 m fine.

* MANAMA, July 7 (Reuters) -Bah-
rain's State Security Court on Wednesday
sentenced a prominent Shi‘ite Moslem
cleric, Sheikh Abdul-Amir al-Jamri, to 10
yearsinjail, hislawyer said.

Sheikh Jamri, amember of the parlia-
ment which was dissolved by the govern-
ment in 1975, was detained in 1996 on
charges of spying for a foreign country,
running an illegal group, fanning unrest
andcirculating falsenews.

"He (Sheikh Jamri) was sentenced to
10 years. The court's ruling was final,”
defencelawyer Abdul-Shahid Khalif told
Reuters. Sheikh Jamri, 62, was also or-
dered to pay 5.7 million dinars ($15 mil-
lion) in damages. Verdicts by the State
Security Court cannot be appealed. The
international writers' group PEN wrotelast
week to Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Isa al-
Khalifa asking for Sheikh Jamri'srelease.

*7-8 July: Outrage and civil protests
proliferate after sentencing Sheikh Al-Jammi.
The people of people were outraged after
hearing the verdictissued by the unconsti-
tutional State Security Court. The total
time for all the four sessions isless than two
hours. Thelasttwo sessions lasted less than
fiveminutes each.

The court refused to allow any inde-
pendent observer to attend the trial and
refusedto acceptthe evidenceof any non-
Shiacitizenso as to preserve the plotof the
InteriorMinistry. The latter strove to depict
the pro-democracy movement as a Shia
onesponsored by Iran. Within twominutes
ofthe fourthsession, the judged anmounced
the politically motivated sentence of ten
years anda fine of $15 millions.

* 8 July: People gathered around the
house of Sheikh Al-Jamri on the afternoon
of 8 July upon hearing that he would be
rcleased. In the evening, Bahrain TV
showed Sheikh Al-Jamrireading aletterin
frontoftheleading members of the ruling
Al-Khalifafamily. Inanattempt to humnili-

ate Sheikh Al-Jamri, the torturers at the
Ministry of Interior offered him the options
of remaining inhis solitary confinement or
being released after pledging to keepsilent.
Withill-health, Sheikh Al-Jamri was forced
to give anundertaking to keep alow-profile
onthe political scene He had suffered im-
mensely with torturers using all inhuman
waystoill-treathim.

Uponhearing the weak voice of Sheikh
Al-Jamri on TV, several residential areas
went out in demonstrations. In Sitra, the
foreign-staffed security forces deployed tear
gas and rubber bullets against the citizens.
InKarzakkan, the security forces mounted
several attacks and arrested scores of peo-

le.

* On 9 July, all entries to Bani Jamra,
theresidential areaof Sheikh Al-Jamri were
blocked. The quarter where Sheikh Al-
Jamriresides isunderatightsecurity siege
with security forces deployed in many
places.

No visitors were allowed to see Sheikh
Al-Jamri and the family of Sheikh Al-Jamri
has been threatened of grave consequences
if they spoke to the outside media.

A spokesperson for the BFM said “‘the
governmentmay havesilenced Sheikh Al-
Jamri, but all the people consider his silence
as a motivating factor for further civil ef-
forts to put an end the on-going repres-
sion”.

* The authorities are imposing this
siege to prevent people frommeeting with
Sheikh Al-Jamri, while the government’s
controlled mediacontinued their misinfor-
mation and smearing campaign. The op-
pression suffered by Sheikh Al-Jamri is
igniting anger and frustration amongstthe
population. More information hascome to
light as to the extent of torture suffered by
Sheikh Al-Jamri.

Theill-treatment started to intensify in
March 1998 and continued until the last
day of hisrclease. He was firstly placed in
asolitary confinement, deprived of sleep-
ing, and threatened of indecent assault
againsthis family.

The conditions were: not to speak to
the outside media, notto deliver any speech
demanding parliament, and to stop teach-
ing students at the mosque in front of his
house.

‘When Sheikh Al-Jamriagreed to these
condition, the torturers said the prime min-
ister was insisting that the trial must go
ahead. Showing Sheikh Al-Jamrion TV on
8 July was aimed at humiliating the entire
population, which the ruling family treats
withdisdain.

It was also aimed at breaking the will of
the broadly-based pro-democracy move-
ment. However, neither the showing on
TV nor the siege imposed on Sheikh Al-
Jamrihad worked for the government. The
gloomy situationis spreading all over the
country and many have come to the conclu-
sion that this regime is up tono good.
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