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Reforms necessitate tackling critical issues

During thc pastmonths, the Amir
of Bahrain positivelyrespondedtoscy-
cral key demands that hadbecn raised
by the pcople of Bahrain. He also un-
dertook several steps to openup chan-
nelsof dialoguc with the active politi-
cal forces insideand outsidethe coun-
try. The mainsteps of reformsincluded
the following;

1. Abolishing the State Sccurity
Lawand Court

2 Releasingall political detainecs
andprisoncrs

3. Allowing most exiles to return
home and promising to allow therest
back as soon as possiblec.

4. Allowingcitizens to debatc po-
litical issucs with greater frcedom of
expressionthaneverbefore.

5. Allowing citizens to forE non-
governmental organisations that are
important for activatingcivilsocicty.

6. Initiating ancw process for grant-
ing publiccontracts thatavoid corrupt
practices.

7. Allocating temporary benefits
for the unemployed and allowing a
committce of citizens to monitor the
workof thclabour ministry in relation
to finding jobs for the uncmployed.

8. Authorising the formationofla-
bourandwomen unions.

9. Lowering thefeesforthcuniver-
sity students.

10. Announcing future plans for
improving thc housing conditions.

The above steps created ancw en-
vironmentof hope in thccountry. Nev-
crtheless. itisnoted that there are still
somc ncgative aspeets which require
carcfulattention. These include:

1. Freedom of press is not yet
achieved. Thepressis mainly control-
ledby anclitcthathas notyet identified
itselfwiththercforms. Thercare many

restrictions on freedom of expression
that must bc removed to cnable
Bahrainistofullycxpress themscelves
within thcbounds of the Constitution.

2. Thereisalack oftransparency in
relation to a programme aimed at
changing the demography of Bahrain.
Thepeople of Bahrain continuctoex-
press their concern in relation to the
granting ofpassportstolarge numbcr
of imported people.

3. Bahrainis going throughatran-
sitional period, and this period lacks
any popularly accepted mechanisms
formonitoringthe situation.

4, Bahrainisarcycttobetrcatcdas
cquals in relation to employment in
scveral key scctors, such as cmploy-
mentintheinterior anddefence minis-
tries.

Bahrainis are striving to play an
active partin an open, plural and con-
stitutional political process. An inte-
gral part of such participation is to
point out the areas of democratic dcfi-
cit, sothatabrighter future for Bahrain
canbc secured.

All opposition forccsare cxamin-
ingthe bestapproach for effective par-
ticipation in the political process. Ide-
ally, this is to be through allowing
political partiestopeaccfully and pub-
licly organiscthcmsclvesinside Bah-
rain. Atpresent, it scems the reform
programme s fallingshort of this de-
mand. Nevertheless. it is nccesary for
allpoliticalforcestoformthemsclves
withinthe presentlaws, until they are
amended. Presently, each tendency
wouldhaveto formanon-governmen-
tal organization torcpresentitand cn-
ableittopresentitspolitical programme
before the people.

The BFM believesthat allforces in
the socicty ought to come together to
solve the problem of unemployment.
The25 milliondinarsallocated for six

months by the government to distrib-
utc benefits will run out next Novem-
ber. Itisforecast thatonly 3000-4000
citizens wouldjointhe work force while
6000 — 7000 of them who had regis-
tered will still be looking for work.
Total unemployed is estimated to be
over 20,000. There arc 6000 — 7000
others who arc expected to start look-
ing for work next ycar. Alrcady slo-
gans started to appcar on the walls
warning of a timec bomb waiting to
explode as a result of the failure to
employ Bahrainis.

Itisimportant for the political lcad-
crship, primarily the Amir, and the
opposition toeslablish understanding
on scveral key issuesso that the poten-
tial problems arc resolved before go-
ing out of hand. 1n addition to the
problem ofuncmployment, there are
suspicionsthat anill-intentioned pro-
gramme for changingthe dcmography
of Bahrainis continuing,

The governmentought toopen up
and allow popularly accepted bodics
toactas watchdogs during the transi-
tional periodup untiltheclectionof the
parliament. The exampleofthe “Com-
mittec to Assist the Jobless™ is a good
onc. This committec was given the
authority (by the Amir) toobscrve and
monitorallactionsbeing implemented
by the ministry of labour with regard to
the jobless. More of the same sort is
nceded to monitor the situation with
rcgardtoothercritical issucs.

Anotherissucthat continucstoboil
is how will the government deal with
thosc whohadtortured andill-treated
thousands of citizens in the past three
decades. It is not acceptable to lcave
thesctypes of people in their positions
without questioning and disciplinary
action. The Amircould issue a pardon
forthem, but only after they arc made
toanswer for the crimesthey commit-
ted against the nation.
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Women's union given
the go-ahead

Another reform step was announced
on 28 June relating to a permission to form
a new union grouping women’s societies
in Bahrain. This will be the second union to
be approved “on principle” by the govern-
ment. It followsa recent pledge madeby the
Amir to allow the formation of a long-
awaited labour union. The demand for the
formation of unions was first raised by
Bahrainisin 1938.

In Support of Torture Victims

Bahrain has become this year onc of
the first countrics to celebrate the 26th
June, the UN International DDay in Support
of Torture Victims. The Bahrain Human
Rights Socicty (BHRS) organiged a senies
of activitics including a seminar on 26
Junc. A key contribution was a speech
delivered on behalf of the Amir in which he
supported the UN day and reaffirmed his
support for humanrights. Earlicr, on Fnday
22 June, Sheikh Al-Jamn called for cel-
cbrating the UN day all over Bahrain so that
the black era which Bahram went through
for the past three decades may not return.

A seminar, organiscd in Ma’amir on
27 June, was addressed by Seyyed Dhia Al-
Mosawi, who explained the convergence
of all cultures with regards to the concepts
ofhuman rights and combating all forms of
torturc and ill-trcatment.

The International Rehabilitation Couti-
¢il for Torture Victims said "
Everygovemment, which has tod:_alc fuled
to ratify the UN Convention against Tor-
ture, is today being urged to say no to
torture. As part of a global appeal for the
universal ratification of the UN Conven-
tion against Torture, which remains the
least ratificd of the six core human nghts
treatics, a total of 1 56 Governments world-
widc arc being urged to make a commit-
ment to end torture. The International Re-
habilitation Council conducts the global
appeal for Torturc Victims (IRCT) on be-
halfofthe Coalition of International NGOs
against Torture.

Tuesday, June 26 1s the UN Intemna-
tional Day in Support of Torture Victms.
The UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Mrs. Mary Robinson, will today
Jaunch the Global Appeal to urge all world
govcrnments toratify andadhere tothe UN
Convention against TorturcinaNew York
event that spearheads the global “Together
against Tortuse” campaign.

No government is publicly in favour of
Torture. It is difficult to combat torture,
because it mostly takes place clandestinely
andinspiteofpublic denial. But on26 Junc
2001 . the IRCT will expose the horror of
torture. Last Friday the Bahrain Human
Rights Society raised questions about tor-
ture and its victims together with religious
leaders in lectures normally delivered be-
fore Friday’s prayer. They have prv[mod
for the events that take place in Bahrain

today on Junc 26, the UN International
Day in Support of Torture Victims.

‘The Friday prayer in Bahrain was only
the beginning of more than 250 cvents
againsttorture being heldon June 26,2001 .

Unemployment

In a move to curb the large number of
illcgal foreign workers, the government
announced a six-month grace period to
legahise their stay. There arc more than
200,000 foreign workers in Bahrain, while
atthe sametime thercaremore than 20,000
citizens searching for work without luck.
The problem in Bahrain is compounded
because the government has not yet lifted
its ban on certain sections of Bahrain soci-
cty in relation to employment in certain
sectors, such as defence.

The Associated Press said" Bahrain
has given six months to illegal workers to
lcave the country or legalize their stay be-
forc a new labor regulation comes into
force later this year, the labor minister sad
Monday. "The government has already ap-
proved a series of procedures to help the
illegal workers casily legalize their stay,”
Labor Minister Abdulnabi al-Shoa‘la told
The Associated Press.

The new labor regulation will cnable
foreign workers to stop relying on their
Bahraini employers who often take advan-
tage of them by paying for their travel and
work permit, thenleave them without regu-
lar pay, forcing many of them to look for a
sccond job illcgally, al-Shoa’la said.
Mostof the estimated 50,000 illegal work-
crs are believed to be Indians, who number
morc than 100,000 in Bahrain. Other ille-
gal workers come from Bangladesh, Paki-
stan, St Lanka and the Philippines.
Millions of unskilled Asian workers have
been drawn to Bahrain and other oil-rich
Gulf states by jobs in the construction,
factorics, restaurants and households.
On arrival, most workers are forcedtoturmn
their passports over to their Bahraini spon-
sors, many of whom never pay them or
renew their work permits. To switch jobs,
all foreign workers need a written relcase
letter from their employers, even after they
have completed their contract. ”Afier six
months, all these practices will stop,” al-
Sho’ala said, adding the workers will only
have to complete the period of their work
contract after which theycan join any other
cmployer on a two-year contract basis. Of
the country’s400,000 citizens, more than
20,000, including registered and unregis-
tered job seekers and school dropouts, are
reportedly unemployed.

Dr Al-Jamri retumns after
15 years in exile

Dr Mansoor Al-Jamri returned yester-
day to Bahrain ending 1 5 years of exile. He
received ahero’s welcome from the people
who flocked to greet him upon his return.
Upon ammival to his homevillageof Bani
Jamra, Dr Al-Jamn addressed a large gath-

ering expressing his gratitude to the people
whose “steadfastness, unity, attachment to
your principles and love of the country
have led to the present success™. He pad
tribute to the martyrs, fonner prisoners and
human nghts activists, Bahrainis and non-
Bahrainis. Calling for unity, he further
added” “We need to reconcile our daffer-
ences and resist attempts of dispersion”.
His return tnp was imhally resisted by the
authontics, but had to acquicsce at the last
minute. The green light to pennit him to
returm came only hours betore the sched-
ulcdflight to Bahrain. Dr. Al-Jamn thanked
the Amir of Bahrain for fulfilling key aspi-
rations of the nation.

Report on Al-Jamri's return

Courtesy: Gulf News (17 June 200)

I'rom Lathcet Farook

Our Bahrain Bureau Chief

Last Monday was yet another mile-
stonc in the history of Bahrain known for
its dramatic and remarkable political
changes which hascreatedthemuchneeded
sense of unity and understanding in the
drive to modemize the country.

Under these waves of changes ,un-
leashed by the Emuir 1is Highness Sheikh
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifasince he an-
nouncedthe National Action Charter NAC
, held popular reterendum. offered general
amnesty and the abolition of State Security
L.aw and the State Security Court ,one afier
the other almost all Bahrainis who lived in
exalehave retumed home.Some came home
alter more than 30 years.

The latest to return home was 39 year
old Dr. Mansoor Al Jamni, the son of Shiite
leader Shaikh Abdel Amir Al Jamn wholed
the long campaign for political reforms.
Within five days of his arrival , last Monday
Ahe Emir Sheikh Hamad | the architect off
new Bahrain who is spearhcading an envi-
ous campaign to usher in political, eco-
nomic and social reforms, received Dr.
Mansoor Al Jamri who ,as the head of
London based Bahrain Freedom Move-
ment, once carried out campaign for politi-
cal reforins.

On the same day Dr. Mansoor was also
recetved by the Prime Minister Sheikh
Khalifabin Salman Al Khalifa. These mect-
ings turned out to be pinnacle in the eflorts
aimed at reconciliation. It was especially so
in the context of the Emir Sheikh Hamad's
“one family” sparit philosophy to bring the
nation together as he always described peo-
plcis participation as the core of all mod-
cmization programmes.

Duning themeeting SheikhHamad who
reiterated Bahrain’s warm welcome to all
Bahrainis who returm home from exile also
spoke about the move towards introducing
parliamentary reforms. He emphasized the
importance of popular participation in the
envisaged parliamentary process and high-
lighted the need for cvery citizen to make
his own contribution to ensurc the success
of the next stage which will witness major
development programes covering all levels
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besides parliamentary process.

Already a two billion dinar national
housing scheme aimedat developing town-
ships and villages to provide adecent house
to every Bahraini fumily .

Mcanwhile Dr. Mansoor who pro-
foundly thanked Sheikh I lamad for allow-
ing those lived in exile to return home and
theinitiatives formodemization said” 1 was
very pleased with the meeting with the
Emir Sheikh Hamad” « It was a very re-
laxed , open and frank mecting when we
iscusscdmany topics. The atrosphere was
such that I felt as if | was talking to a
childhood friend without any kind of inhi-
tition whatsocver. Time and again during
this meeting I also noticed his sincerity and
burning desire to develop Bahrain to pro-
vide a better life to the people ““ smd Dr.
Mansoor whois gladto get the opportunity
to visittheisland.sec forhimsclfthechanges
and explore the role he could play on his
own free will tomake hisown contnibution.

*“Give mysalaams to the peoplein Sitra
and feel free” was Sheikh Hamad’s re-
sponse when 1 expressed my desire to ad-
dress people there . This speaks volune for
his desire to be in touch with the people”
said Dr. Mansoor who also brought to the
notice of the Emir his observation that for
the first time in 20 years the people arc
happy ,smiling and going home without
any fear of being taken to custody. He
described this as new atmosphere as the
greatest achievement of the recent changes
and he himself didn’t dream of such a
pleasant environment even around Janu-
ary this year.

Credit should go to Sheikh Hamad and
paying tribute to him for initiating ;hcsc
reforms Dr. Mansoor said “ there 18 no
doubt that the island is blessed with an
enlightened leader and, as things are andif
the same trend continues , Bahrain could
become the beacon for a new model of
hope for the Arab and Islamic world “.

Despite all what has been achieved so
far 1Dr. Mansoor feels  the road towards
parlizmentary process is a long, tough and
rough one with many unexpected a.r?d m-
cvitable pitfulls.But the journey will be
made casicr as Sheikh Hamad had changed
the style and content of leadcrship and the
people are always wailling to rally round
him. Dr. Mansoor described the task of
building constitutional institutions as the
biggest challenge in the next stage and
highlighted the need for peopic to have
their expectations measured properly. Be-
cause the new atmosphere, he said , 15 I:wl
baby just born and one should not expect1
to }gzilk or run overnight as it 15 a gradual
and natural process.

So far the changes had help clear the
atmosphere and bring the people together
paving the way for national unity and a
healthy environment. Thesc changes have
given hope and confidence to the people.
This is the most essential prerequisite The
on going dialoguc between Sunmis and
Shiitesis bound to bring better under: 512}1}(1'
ing between the two major communibics

which tum 18 expected to consolidate na-
tional unity.

The challenges arc many in the stages
yet to come. But as once pointed out by
Prof. Bertram S Brown, head of the three
member team from human rights organiza-
tion Amnesty International” this is a transi-
tion peniod and 1t 1s also a challenging and
testing time both for the government and
the people.Wce should not forget that Rome
was not built in a day”.

Citizens ill-freated

During aradio programme, a group of
employces who work for the Passports &
Immigration Directorate and control the
flow of people over the Bahrain-Saudi
Causcway, complained (on air) about the
bad conditions and the way they are or-
dered to process the passport-stamping of
people crossing the Causeway. They also
requested to be treated as equals to the
passports’ employees in the arport. On the
next day, the director of Passport Directo-
rate. Sheikh Rashid binKhalifa Al-Khalifa,
summoned the six complaining employees
and lined them up for interrogation. Then
he gave them the options of writing an
apology or be sacked. He threatened them
that on next Saturday, he will give his final
dccision about their case.

Also a notorious torturer has resumed
his work in defiance of the reform pro-
grainmeof the Amir. Mahmood Al Akkoori,
a Jordaman torturer working for interior
ministry, has dismisscd the reforms and
repeatedly told his victims that he did not
recognisc them. Hislatest victimis Hussain
Ahmad Essa Al Sayegh, from Abu Saibe’,
who was summoncd to appear at his otlice
on 13 Juncforinterrogation. Mr Al Sayegh
was subjected toill-treatment by Al Akkoon
throughout the session. The torturer told
him that he would continue the interroga-
tion, arrest him and then convict hun. It is
a shame that this notorious torturer is still
cnjoying the protection of the system and
inflicting pain on the people of Bahrain. An
investigation into Al Akkoon’s behaviour
must start immediately. The Bahraini Hu-
man Rights Society is called upon to take
immediate steps to ensure the safety of Mr
Al Sayegh and hold Al Akkoon to account
for his black record of human rights viola-
tions and contempt of the Amir’s reforns.

On 9 June, week, Sheikh Hassan Ali
Abdul Wahab, 32, from Duraz, was held at
the Crossing point on the Bahrain-Saud
Causeway, and returned back because he
was on the “black list”. Last month, the
authoritics promiscd to remove these black
lists afier a delegation consisting of promi-
nent opposition figures on a visit Kuwait
was maltreated by the Kuwaiti authorities.

It has also been revealed that some
clements 1nside the government who arc
opposed to the recent reforms are behind
the recent media attacks on human rights
orgaisations and personalities. Oneof these
elements 1s hiding behind the name of
“Yousif Ahmad” which is used to sign

articles published in Al-Ayyamn for attack-
ing prominent figures in the opposition and
intcrnational personalities such as Lord
Avebury who was recently denied a visa to
Bahrain.

The goverminent-controlled media has
continuedits censorshippolicies. Interviews
conducted with returning exiles have not
been published. An interview conducted by
Al Ayyam newspaper with Flani Al Rayycs
who returned recently from 1enmark, has
been shelved. An article by the hurnan
nights activist, Abdul Natx El Ekri, defend-
ing another opposition figure, has also been
denied publication.

U-Tum on the banning
of Lord Avebury's visit

Secrecy has surrounded the reasons
behind the decision try the Bahraini Gov-
crnment to ban the long-awaited visit by
Lord Avebury, Vice-Chairman of the UK
Parliamentary Human Rights Group. He
had planned to fly to Bahrain today, having
secured an official agreement from the
Bahraini Ambassador to London. Ques-
tions are now being asked about the role of
the old guards in banning the visit.

The Government has performed a U-
tumn with regards to the proposed visit by
Lord Avebury, the vice-Chairman of the
Parliamentary Human Rights Group. A
letter dated 10 June from Peter Ford, the
British Ambassador to Bahrain s:id:

“I am sorry your visit had to be post-
poncd. Thave justicamed from the Foreign
Minister that the visit is on again for July
which is excellent news”. The next day,
Sheikh Abdul Aziz. Al Khalifa, Bahram’s
Ambassador n London wrote to Lord
Avebury saying “In my letter to you dated
5Junclsaid thatl hopeit would be possible
for me to extend an invitation to you to visit
Bahrain in the not too distant future and
this was only a postponement to allow
many of the developments currently
underway im Bahrain, to come to fruition. [
am now pleased to bem aposition to be able
to extend an invitation for you to visit
Bahrain and I wondered if the first two
weeks in July might be aconvenient time”.

In reply, Lord Avebury said: 1 do
hope that if we plan accordingly, it will be
third time lucky. It is embarrassing for me
to have put a lot of people to some trouble
on this occasion, and I have 10 say that it is
still not clear to me why the pace of the
reform programme at the moment was an
insuperable obstacle to the June visit. If
Icave to visit Bahrain is withheld at short
npﬁcc afler a press campaign against the
visit which appeared to have official sanc-
tion, how are we to be sure that won’t
happen again?”.

Deploring the government-
sponsored slanderers

!n aletter sent to the Bahraini ambassa-
dor in London, L.ord Avebury questioned
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the rationale behind the ban on his visit to
Bahrain on 9 June. In the letter dated 6
June, Lord Avebury sad “Thank you for
your letter of June 5, in which you tell me
cffectively that if | went ahead with my
proposed visit to Bahrain, | would be re-
fused leave to enter your country.

As you will appreciate, this 1s an enor-
mous disappointment for me. | was ongi-
nally invited to visit Bahrain by your Gov-
cmment in 1994, and that mvitation was
cancelled at the last moment. Ostensibly it
was postponed, but when I suggested dates
inJanuary 1995, andlater inthe same year,
all were equally inconvenient

Last year, in the light of the reforms
announced by H H the Amir, I was encour-
aged to visit Bahrain and see for myself the
improvements being made on human rights
andgood governance. You and I met three
times to discuss my visit, and I was also in
touch with the Mimster, Brian Wilson MP,
officials in the 'CO, and the British Am-
bassador in Bahrain. (Earlier, when Peter
Hain was Mimister, he had encouraged me
to visit Bahrain, and he would only have
done so with the approval of the authorities
in Manama). | notificd you of the plans
made for the private part of my visit by the
Bahrain Society for Human Rights,
and | responded to the concemns you ex-
pressed about what I might say at those
mectings, acknowledging the need to keep
the reform process on track.

After that we spoke on the telephone
last Wednesday, and you appeared to be
satisfied with the assurances | had given,
but you said you would come back to me
within 48 hours — to let me know, I as-
sumed, what arrangements could be made
for me to mectoffieials or Ministers during
my visit. [ did not hear from you on Friday,
but the Bahrain newspapers of” Saturday
June 2 —the Tribune, Al Ayyamand Akhbar
al-Khaleej — all camied articles referring to
anonymous protests against my visit by a
previously unknown organisation called
Supporters of the Sunni People, and quot-
ing an unnamed government official who
said that I would not be given leave to enter
Bahrain.

The anonymous organmisation madc
scurrilous and vituperative attacks on me,
all of which were prominently reported in
the localmedia. Since your newspapers do
not ordiremty publish defamatory state-
ments, let alone gratuitous vilification of
citizens of countries friendly to Bahrain, 1t
15 difficult to avoid the conclusion that an
orchestrated campaign of this sort could
not have been mounted without high-level
official approval. Yetas] sadinmy letter of
June 2, it was ditficult to reconcile these
articles with your kind offer to arrange
meetings with officials during my visit, and
assurancesgiven by the Amir himselfto the
Bahrain Society for Human Rights — who
were arranging the non-official partsof my
visit — that he supported their work and
welcomed my wisit.

May I reiterate, that I have never said
anything critical about the Sunni people of

Bahrain. Several prominent Sunnis have
done me the honour of calling on me from
ime to time when they have been here on
visits from Bahrain. I could not imagine
that the Ansar al-Sunna, which issued hos-
tilc and msulting attacks on me in their
name, was representative. The fact that no
name or address was given for this organi-
sation, and that their letter to our Ambassa-
dor in Bahrain of May 28 was unsigned. 1s
worthy of note as | am sure you would
agree. No wonder the authors of this scur-
nlous and defamatory missive, and of the
even more oftensive ‘Some recent his-
tory’, prefer not to identify themselves.

I still hope that you would also join me
in deploring the prominence given by the
media to this sectanian body with no cre-
dentials—cspecially so, when none of these
newspapers had published the concihatory
statement [ made on May 9.

I am being asked by the media for an
explanation of the sudden cancellation of
my visit, and of course [ will give them the
reasons outhined in your letter of June 5. 1
mustobscrve, however, that other visitors,
including Members of both Houses of Par-
liament, have not been asked to wait until
the reforn process 1s complete, and 1f in-
deed this was so inportant, it 1s difticult to
understand why 1t only cropped up at the
last minute.

As you know, 1 applaud the reforms
which have been wnnounced by the Amir,
and hope they succeed. The release of po-
litical prisoners, return of the exiles, aboli-
tion of the State Securnity Courts, and demo-
cratic elections for a Parhament, are pre-
cisely the demands of the Bahraim people,
which I have supported over the years, and
it1s wonderful to see this programme being
implemented. It strikes a discordant note,
however. when friendly would-be observ-
ers of the process are not allowed to enter
Bahrain until it 1s further advanced. The
nightto freedom of expression in Article 19
of the UN Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, which Bahrain hassigned. includes
“‘freedom to seck, recerve and impart infor-
mation and ideas of all kinds, regardless of’
frontiers.....". The proscnption of my visit
18 a breach of this obligation, and may
undermune confidence in the rest of the
progranunc.”

How the visit was banned?

The govemment of Bahrain confirmed
that it has banned Lord Avebury from wis-
iting Bahrain in the penod 9-15 June. The
confirmation of the ban came in aletter sent
by the Bahraini ambassador in [.ondon to
the honourable [.ord on S June.

The same ambassador had himself
wrote to Lord Avebury welcoming him to
Bahrain. The Amir alsosaid to the Bahrain
Human Rights Society on 22 May that
Lord Avebury could visit the country as
there was “nothing to hide”.

However, the govemment formed a
bogusgroup called“Ansar Al Sunnah” (i.e.
Supporters of the Sunni People) and this

group 1ssucd two slanderous statements
against Lord Avebury. This government-
sponsored group also labelled any person
who deals with Lord Avebury a “traitor™
for the country and the nation.

Nine people, tour men, four women
and one mterpreter made their way to the
Bntish Embassy on 28 May and clumed
that they represented the so<called “Ansar
Al-Sunnah” to protest aganst the nvita-
tion of Lord Avebury by the Bahran Hu-
man Rights Socicty (BHRS).

All these moves were not as astomish-
ing as what happened on 2 June when the
two semi-oflicial daulies, Akhbar Al-Khaly
and Al-Ayyam, together wath their sister
Enghsh ones, Gulf Daily News and Bah-
rain Tnibune, gave tull coverage and full
support for the bogus group. The dalies
published exact sentences that came in the
two pamphlets distributed by the govern-
ment-sponsored group.

The people of Bahrain were angered to
witness the hypocrisy ofthe governient at
a time when the Amir has repeatedly said
that all citizens are equal before the law,
and that all discriminations will end. Yet,
the govemment sponsorcd a secturnian name
to distribute slanders and insults against
one of the most respected humnan nghts
campagners who stood for the people of
Bahrain during all the years of oppression
and repression.

The retum of Bahrain to the black era
18 now looming with many indications that
the torturers and the mereenary chite that
ruled the country in the most vicious man-
ner are back in action on many fronts.
These sclfish and influential holders of
power have been angered by the unity off
the people who have come together from
all sects and sections of the society to vow
their support for abetter future for Bahrain.

The Bahrain Human Rights Socicty
(BIIRS) 1ssuced a statement on 3 June con-
demning the savage attack launched by the
two daily newspapers in Bahrain (Akhbar
Al-Khalijand Al-Ayyam) and their English
versions on L.ord Avebury on 2 June. The
BHRS said that it was “astomshed that the
daily newspapers attributed the source of
their atlack to some clements whom they
called as “activists”, and that these activists
havedeccidedthat anyone dealing withord
Avebury was atraitor. We are dismayed at
this type of language which contradicts the
political openness, which Bahrainisunder-
going. The BHRS had hoped that the me-
dia would refrain from such language and
would upgrade their level to the style of the
Amir andhisapproach. The Amirhas man-
aged to reverse the bad image of Bahrain
abroad and the media should have been
responsiblc enough not to become a forum
forunknownindividualscalling themselves
“activists”.

The BHRS went on to say that “re-
cently Bahrain was visited by delegations
from Amnesty Intemational, French So-
cialist Party, and Intemational Labour Or-
gamsation. All these were critical of the
situation in Bahrain in the past.






