
Whoever champions the cause of docu-
menting Bahrain’s revolution will be spoilt 
for choice as to what aspect of that mo-
mentous event to choose for scrutiny and 
investigation. Whatever may be said about 
other mass movements in the Arab Spring, 
the events that have occurred in this Gulf 
country have no parallels. No other regime 
invited foreign forces to occupy the coun-
try under its rule in order to subjugate its 
people, and give it a free hand to crush the 
population. While dictators ruling Tunisia, 
Egypt, Libya and Yemen had targeted their 
citizens with extreme forms of repression 
they stopped short of destroying mosques 
that are symbols of religious affiliation of 
the people. This is one of the most horrific 
and barbaric acts of religiously-oriented 
hatred and revenge and an extreme form of 
religious discrimination. Apart from Gad-
dafi’s regime none of these regimes used 
foreign militias to suppress people, attack 
their property and inflict human and mate-
rial damage on the society. Mubarak used 
his thugs few times to attack demonstra-
tors, while the Al Khalifa have engaged 
their thugs, sarmed with swords, metal 
rods and wooden sticks to attack peaceful 
protesters, causing serious injury and death 
in many cases. None of those regimes had 
targeted medical staff for treating the in-
ured. The Al Khalifa have launched relent-
less campaigns to discredit Bahraini doc-
tors and nurses, arresting many of them, 
subjecting them to horrific torture and 
banning them from work for almost a year.  
Those who research the revolution of the 
people of Bahrain will have access to hun-
dreds of videos documenting unprecedent-
ed criminal behavior by the Al Khalifa 
including torturing to death many protest-
ers. Within a month of the Saudi occupa-
tion of Bahrain, five Bahrainis were tor-
tured to death. As recently as last month 
(January) at least three people died while 
police custody; Yousuf Mawali was killed 
after his arrest and his body dumped on 
rocks at Amwaj islands. As he was being 
washed in preparation for burial, torture 
marks were seen by those washing him. 
Images clearly show his terrible wounds 
on his body. Two more deaths under tor-
ture were subsequently confirmed; that of 
Muntadhar Fakhar, 35 and Mohammad 
Ibrahim Juma, 17. Both were hit by police 
cars and taken hostage. Few hours later, 

their bodies were handed to their families, 
lifeless and mutilated. None of the other 
regimes used sectarianism as a weapon in 
its fight against citizens who sought to 
achieve a civilized political order in their 
homeland. The Al Khalifa had launched a 
destructive programe of sectarian hate only 
to deceive part of the population into be-
lieving that their country men were plotting 
a new political order not in line with their 
religious denomination. Sectarianism is an 
evil that is being promoted by the Saudis 
and their Al Khalifa partners in crime.  
Historians will record that Bahraini women 
have been at the forefront of the political 
action, riskinhg their lives and honour. 
Several women were martyred while doing 
their duty, while others were arrested, tor-
tured and abused. Women have provided 
one of the brightest examples of women 
role in the revolutionary process engulfing 
the Arab world. The extent of their civility, 
dignity and determination has been ad-
mired by the world, despite the counter 
propaganda by evil forces that are confined 
within their realm of domination, hatred 
and dictatorship.  
While awaiting the final outcome of their 
revolution, Bahrainis (men and women) 
feel that they have been liberated from 
decades of subjugation by Al Khalifa and, 
their cronies and their masters. Despite the 
massive and horrific crackdown against pro
-democracy activists, those young men, 
women and children have beaten fear and 
emerged more courageous than whey they 
entered the game. The AlKhalifa killers 
have failed to dislodge Bahrainis away 
from their declared aims and objectives; 
that is of bringing down the Al Khalifa 
regime, Instead, Bahrainis have become 
more adamant on achieving their goals, 
defeating the Al Khalifa dictatorship and 
Al Saud occupation at any cost. As the 
number of martyrs increases, so does the 
determination to end the black era of he-
reditary dictatorship. Researchers will un-
cover a story of bravery, patriotism, deter-
mination and willing to sacrifice by the 
people as the necessary price for freedom 
and liberation. They will also see for them-
selves how corrupt those regimes are espe-
cially in terms of human rights violations 
and dictatorship. The Western governments 
will be compelled to re-assess their strate-
gy as the barbarism of the Al Khalifa/

AlSaud is exposed to the world. Silence by 
the US and UK is not a viable option. 
Even less viable and more inhumane is the 
dispatch of corrupt police officers to lead 
the Al Khalifa onslaught against the pro-
democracy activists. Since the American, 
John Timoney and the British John Yates 
took their posts at helm of the torture ap-
paratus of the Al Khalifa, human rights 
have taken a plunge to the worse. The se-
curity forces have become more blatant in 
their violations of human rights, being 
comforted by these officers that they 
would always enjoy impunity from prose-
cution.  
As the second year dawns on Bahrain’s 
revolution, new realities have been created 
on the ground. The youth have become 
more blatant in their opposition and pro-
tests. Bravery, courage and steadfastness 
have turned the youth to serious champi-
ons of political change and respect of hu-
man rights. Killings by the regime forces 
have only intensified the determination by 
the youth. Calls for regime change have 
become daily chants and slogans. The thin 
hair that had defined the relationship be-
tween Bahrainis and the Al Khalifa has 
now been severed by the policies of enmi-
ty and revenge adopted by the dictator, his 
sons and uncle who has been prime minis-
ter for more than forty years. It is unlikely 
that the ruling family will remain in power 
for much longer despite the unequivocal 
support by the West. The Saudis have tried 
to prop up the Al khalifa regime with eve-
rything at their disposal; money, media 
and huge military arsenal. It is now clear 
that they have failed drastically. Bahrainis 
have not been defeated but are on the of-
fensive. The regime has been humiliated to 
the extent that it has been forced to forfeit 
almost all actions it had taken against Bah-
rainis. People are attending daily prayers 
at the sites of the destroyed mosques and 
are planning to rebuilt them all. The Al 
Khalifa had to abandon the trial of the 
athletes as the trial threatened to reveal the 
true identities of their torturers who are 
believed the sons of the dictator. They 
were forced to accept an investigation that 
concluded that the Al Khalifa are guilty of 
extra-judicial killings and systematic tor-
ture. The hope is that the people’s revolt 
on the first anniversary of the revolution 
will pave the way for victory. 

The revolution that challenged the world’s conscience 

BM Box: 6135, London WC1N 3XX, Email: info@vob.org, Website: www.vob.org 

February  2012 Issue No 240 

Issued by the “Bahrain Freedom Movement” to promote human and constitutional rights 

Voice of 



Voice of Bahrain/239/2 

This week was one of the bloodiest in the 
one year old revolution. Four Bahrainis 
were killed on Wednesday at the hands 
of the Al Khalifa forces in several ways. 
Hajj Saeed Ali Hassan Al Sakri, 65 from 
Aali Town was martyred after he had 
inhaled excessive amounts of chemical 
and tear gases fired by the forces that are 
run by John Timoney, US worst cop 
( http://www.miaminewtimes.com/2007-
09-20/news/john-timoney-america-s-
worst-cop/). The gases were fired on the 
martyr’s home in the early hours of 
Wednesday 25th January. He died few 
hours later. Abbas Al Shaikh, 22, from 
Iskan Jidhafs, was also martyred as a 
result of complications resulting from 
being hit by police with a rubber bullet 
two months ago. Mohammad Ibrahim 
Yaqoob, 17, from Sitra was tortured to 
death on Wednesday. He was pursued by 
several police cars during a peaceful pro-
test and was run down. He was captured 
with some wounds. A police video re-
leased later in the day showed him in 
relatively good shape talking to his tor-

turers. He was subsequently tortured to 
death. His torturers, operating under John 
Timoney, called is family to collect his 
body. The forth was Muntadhar Saeed 
Fakhar, 35, who was also hit by police 
car, taken prisoner and tortured to death. 
This escalation in killing Bahrainis has 
angered Bahrainis who have vowed to 
avenge the deaths of their martyrs by 
bringing down the Al Khalifa regime. 
Meanwhile, Bahrainis have intensified 
their civil resistance to the Al Khalifa  
dictatorship and Al Saud occupation. The 
past week has seen upward turn in pro-
tests that covered almost every corner of 
the country. Every day and night people 
have poured into the streets chanting 
“People want regime change” and “Down 
with Hamad”. The response of the regime 
has been cruel and barbaric. John Timo-
ney has instructed his forces to fire indis-
criminately their chemical and tear gases 
into the alleys, roads and houses, causing 
gas inhalation that proved fatal in many 
cases. On 26th January Amnesty Interna-
tional issued a statement titled “Bahrain's 

use of tear gas against protesters has 
caused multiple deaths”. It further added: 
“Bahrain must investigate more than a 
dozen deaths that followed the misuse of 
tear gas by security forces, Amnesty In-
ternational has said after another person 
was seriously injured by a tear gas canis-
ter in Manama this week.On Tuesday, 20-
year-old Mohammad al-Muwali was seri-
ously injured and hospitalised after being 
hit in the head by a tear gas canister 
launched by riot police responding to an 
anti-government protest in the capital 
city’s Karrana neighbourhood. Amnesty 
has called on the US government to sus-
pend transfers of tear gas and other riot 
control equipment to the Bahraini authori-
ties. US-made tear gas canisters and baton 
rounds were found in the aftermath of the 
17 February 2011 raid by riot police on 
peaceful protests at what was then called  
Pearl Roundabout in Manama. The USA 
halted a pending arms shipment to Bah-
rain in October 2011 amid outcry about 
ongoing human rights concerns.                  
Continued on Page 3 

Four martyrs in one day as America’s worst cop beats the drums 

Yaseen Jassim Al Asfoor, 11, is the latest 
martyr on the way to liberate Bahrain from 
the Al Khalifa and Al Saud occupation. 
Last month, he was exposed to intensive 
chemical gases fired into his house by the 
Al Khalifa mercenary forces. He was taken 
to hospital where his condition deteriorated 
further until his lungs collapsed He re-
mained in the last three weeks in intensive 
care. He passed away today  amid growing 
public anger at the way Bahrainis are being 
slaughtered by the murderous regime. This 
is the second martyr in a week. For the 
people, the killing of this boy has only 
confirmed the need to change the regime 
which is becoming increasingly vicious 
despite the calls for its own allies as well 
its investigation commission to change its 
track. Salma Abdul Muhsin, an elderly 
Bahraini woman was martyred earlier in 
the week as a result of inhaling chemical 
gases fired by the Al Khalifa forces into 
her house. She became ill and was taken to 
hospital, where she died three days later. 
Another woman, Badria Ali, 59, had be-
come so depressed by the arrest and torture 
of her son that she burnt herself to death 
last weekend. The two tragic events have 
highlighted the plight of the people under 
the Al Khalifa oppressive regime. 
The forth martyr this month is the 22-years 
old young Bahraini who was brutally mur-
dered by the Al Khalifa Death Squads op-
erated by the royal court. Yousuf Ahmad 
Mawali, 24, was kidnapped early on 11th 
January after leaving his home. His father 
reported him to the police later in the day 
and the officer in charge of Samaheej po-
lice station told him that Yousuf was at the 

Criminal Investigation Department in Ma-
nama. Three days later the police called 
the family to inform them that the body of 
their son had been found on a beach at 
Amwaj island. He had allegedly drowned. 
This lie was rejected outright by the family 
who has refused to sign a false death cer-
tificate stating the cause of the death as 
drowning. The Al Khalifa have made it a 
condition that they would not hand over 
the body until the family has signed the 
falsified document. The body remains at a 
cold store, contrary to Bahraini traditions 
and ethics which prefer fast burial of the 
dead in dignity and honour. A young 
man’s body has thus become a bargaining 
utility in the hands of a brutal regime. 
The people’s determination to continue the 
revolution until the Al Khalifa hereditary 
dictatorship has been overthrown has in-
tensified in recent days. Yesterday the 
whole country was engulfed in thick 
smoke as Bahrainis sought to inform the 
international community that their revolu-
tion had come to remain and achieve its 
goals. The regime had organised an Air 
Show as a means of deception to the inter-
national community that all is stable and 
the people’s revolt had ended. The 14th 
February Alliance that had led the revolu-
tion called for a special country-wide 
event under the theme “The mourning of 
the sky”. The youth hurried to the streets 
lighting fires across the main road and 
creating pitch black smoke that was easily 
visible by those attending the air show 
more fifteen miles away. The show is 
oragnised by the Farnborough Internation-
al which said that the decision to go ahead 

More martyrs amid a damned air show with the show despite the ongoing crack-
down was with the Al Khalifa, not with 
them. Major news agencies reported the 
event alongside the people’s revolution, a 
scenario that the Al Khalifa and the Al 
Saud would not have liked to emerge.  
Meanwhile the daily and nightly protests 
had continued unabated. Each corner of 
the country has contributed on daily basis 
to the protests and demonstrations despite 
the unrestricted repression by the ruling 
Al Khalifa family, which is supported by 
the Saudi occupiers. The standard slogan 
has remained a stark reminder that there 
is no way that Bahrainis will ever accept 
the present dictator exploiting his position 
to inflict maximum damange on the peo-
ple. The call for an immediate end to Al 
Khalifa hereditary dictatorship has be-
come the standard slogan and it has be-
come inconceivable that the two sides 
will live together again.  
Any hope of a political solution has been 
dashed by the dictator who delivered a 
speech this week calling on the people to 
stop their revolution and embrace the 
regime with little marginal changes to the 
Al Khalifa constitution. The situation was 
made worse by a statement from the Al 
Khalifa crown prince who confined any 
reform to what his father had announced, 
arguing that no political reforms could be 
offered outside the present political tools 
and mechanisms. Even those who had 
pinned hopes for reform on the Al Khalifa 
crown prince now feel that they had been 
betrayed by a cunning regime that is far 
from reforms. 
 

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
20th January 2012 
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Saudis coming for the weekend to enjoy the 
relaxed drinking laws. 
Meanwhile, real political liberalism is a 
long way off. The Formula One race pro-
vides a perfect example of how a polished 
PR image hides a reality of human rights 
violations, political repression, torture and 
corruption. This instability troubles Britain 
and the US and is why they encouraged 
Bahrain to appoint the BICI to investigate 
claims of abuse. However, they are not 
willing to use their influence – largely due 
to Saudi pressure linked to oil supplies – to 
make Bahrain implement more than cos-
metic reforms. 
Now, even the head of the BICI believes 
there has been a whitewash. It is therefore 
up to the court of public opinion to censure 
Bahrain for its lack of commitment to hu-
man rights and pressure Formula One to 
cancel the race until real reform takes place. 
Last year an Avaaz.org petition helped to 
persuade Formula One teams not to race in 
Bahrain, and it is running another petition 
this year. 
Bahrainis who continue to suffer would be 
betrayed by holding such an important 
event while villages suffocate in teargas, 
and human rights defenders and other pris-
oners of conscience languish in jail. They 
know they cannot rely on the solidarity of 
governments, who have sold them out too 
often. But maybe we can harness the power 
of social media and international public 
opinion to achieve changes that govern-
ments are unwilling or unable to. The Bah-
raini regime does not deserve to bask in the 
magnanimity of hosting prestige events that 
seek to burnish its tarnished reputation. 

John Lubbock and Nabeel Rajab  
guardian.co.uk, Monday 30 January 2012  
 
The Bahrain International Circuit (BIC), 
a palm-lined, glitzy race track in the mid-
dle of the desert, is due to host Formula 
One in April. Behind the facade, howev-
er, lie tales of misery, blood and torture. 
Last year, the head of security at the BIC 
raided its offices alongside plainclothed 
police with a list. The list contained the 
names of every Shia employee. One by 
one they were dragged from their desks 
and beaten in front of colleagues. In total, 
27 were arrested, and many were left in 
jail for months. The BIC is responsible 
for purging its own people. It is hardly a 
place that deserves to host this race again. 
The repression that occurred at the BIC is 
a microcosm of the broader government 
crackdown. The result has been entrench-
ment of an apartheid system in which the 
indigenous population are marginalised 
and feel like second-class citizens. 
The fact that the marginalised majority 
are mostly Shias is frequently overplayed 
by international journalists seeking an 
easy explanation for the crisis. It plays 
into fears of sectarianism, and helps the 
Bahraini regime's divide-and-rule policy 
that was exposed by Salah Albandar, a 
British adviser to the government, in 
2006. 
But it is more complicated than that. Sun-
ni anti-government leaders like Ibrahim 
Sharif were also jailed because they 
threatened to unite the Sunni and Shia 
reformists who chanted the slogan: "No 
Sunni, no Shia, just Bahraini." 
While preaching support for democratic 
transition, the US and UK have remained 
silent towards the Bahraini regime. 
The first anniversary of the start of the 
peaceful uprising is on 14 February and is 
likely to be marked by big protests. The 
US has issued a travel warning to this 
effect and moved some embassy staff. 
Reporters Without Borders has just 
named Bahrain one of the world's top 10 
most repressive regimes, while Freedom 
House downgraded Bahrain from "partly 
free" to "not free". 
Despite this, the UK is back to business 
exporting arms to Bahrain. It is simply 
shocking that Britain and the US continue 
to support such a repressive regime and 
that Formula One is even considering 
holding the Bahrain race at the current 
time. The credit rating agency Standard & 
Poor's has just issued a statement on Bah-
rain's economy saying that "the dynamics 
of Bahrain's internal political conflict 
remain unchanged, with entrenched po-
larisation indicating prolonged tensions". 
Evidence suggests that the Bahrain Inde-
pendent Commission of Inquiry (BICI) 
report on human rights abuses, published 
in November, had no effect on the contin-
uing political repression. There has been 
an increase in the number of people killed 

by teargas and, more seriously, two men 
appear to have died in police custody on 25 
January – one of them with bootmarks on 
his head. 
Yet for some reason, the FIA, Formula 
One's governing body, has not got the mes-
sage. It sent Damon Hill, who last year op-
posed holding the race, to Bahrain, where 
he claims to have talked to different groups 
and reached the conclusion that "a lot has 
changed there since [last year] … I believe 
they are making change for the better". It is 
likely that he only met people the govern-
ment wanted him to talk to, because nobody 
in the human rights community knew of his 
visit until after he had left. He certainly 
never met any of the staff at the racetrack 
who were tortured on its premises by the 
chief of security. Other sacked workers 
were offered their jobs back in a PR display 
to emphasise the commitment to reform, 
only for journalists to uncover that they 
were offered unfair contracts and required 
to drop cases of unfair dismissal. 
The Formula One race is an important part 
of Bahrain's PR tactics, promoting the state 
as a modern, liberal bastion in the Middle 
East. The economy relies on such overt 
symbols of liberalism, with thousands of 

Bahrain has failed to grasp reform, so why is the grand prix going ahead? 

Four martyrs in one day 
Continued from Page 2 

It has been reported that  the Brazilian gov-
ernment has set up an inquiry into reports 
that Brazilian companies were selling tear 
gas to the Bahraini government. This fol-
lowed the death of more than fifteen people 
after inhaling those gases. 
The United States has warned its citizens to 
avoid travelling to Bahrain in the coming 
weeks as Bahrainis prepare to celebrate the 
first anniversary of their revolution against 
the Al Khalifa dictatorship. In recent weeks 
anti-American slogans were raised by de-
monstrators who believe that the Obama 
Administration has stood against the Bah-
raini revolution and granted the regime 
material and psychological support. The 
US is seen as complicit in the murderous 
policies of the Al Khalifa that have caused 
more than 65 deaths including men, women 
and children. Instead of exercising pressure 
on the regime, the White House has sent a 
former police officer to oversee the brutal 
crushing of Bahrainis.  

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
27th January 2012 

Martyrs of the Month 
 
25th January 2012. Muntadher Saeed 
Fakhar a 35 year old Bahraini national 
was hit by a police car, kidnapped and 
beaten with police batons and butt ends of 
rifles. His injuries were so severe that he 
died. 
25th January 2012. Abbas Jaffar al 
Sheikh of 22 from Iskan Jidhafs, years 
was shot two months ago in the town of 
Jidhafs. He did not receive adequate med-
ical assistance from the government mon-
itored hospitals and feared that if he did 
seek treatment he may instead be arrested, 
detained and tortured. His condition dete-
riorated and he died. 
25th January 2012. Saeed Ali Hassan 
aged 65 from Aali Town, died from the 
inhalation of chemical gases. 
25th January 2012. Mohammed Ibrahim 
Ali Yaqub aged only 17 years old was 
killed in the town of Sitra, where he was 
pursued by police cars, tortured and beat-
en to such an extent that he died in hospi-
tal. 
20th January 2012, Yasin Asfour, 11-
year-old died from asphyxia after regime 
forces fired toxic tear gas to disperse an 
anti-government protest.  
17th January 2012. Salma Mohsin died 
as a result of tear gas inhalation that was 
fired into her home in Barbar. 
January 13th 2012. Yusif Al Mawali 
aged 24, abducted by Death Squads tor-
tured to death and dumped on rocks. 
3rd January 2012. Jassim al-Sakran 
from Muharraq died on 3rd January 2012 
after reportedly inhaling tear gas. 



Voice of Bahrain/240/4 

ian Botsford Fraser, Chair of the Writers in 
Prison Committee, PEN International.  
The 11 recommendations made in the re-
port, "Justice Denied in Bahrain: Freedom 
of Expression and Assembly Curtailed", 
include calls to end the harassment, impris-
onment and prosecution of Bahraini citizens 
for what essentially amount to persecution 
of free expression and legitimate human 
rights work. In line with the BICI report, 
which was accepted by the government of 
Bahrain, the international mission report 

A report from a six-member mission of 
international organisations to Bahrain last 
November called out Bahraini authorities 
for failing to deliver on promises of re-
form, despite a highly-touted commission 
of inquiry which made numerous recom-
mendations. Rights violations continue 
on a daily basis, and people are still jailed 
on long sentences, including prominent 
human rights activists jailed for life. Yet 
the world has not been paying attention 
to this forgotten country during a year of 
turmoil in the region.  
The report, "Justice Denied in Bahrain: 
Freedom of Expression and Assembly 
Curtailed", outlines violations of human 
rights related to the authorities' handling 
of protests and demonstrations in the 
country since February 2011. The report 
details meetings with human rights de-
fenders, lawyers, writers, artists, journal-
ists, government officials and foreign 
diplomats and provides insight into how 
the government continues to punish and 
prosecute individuals for expressing their 
opinions and protesting ongoing repres-
sion.  
"In the middle of the successive events 
that occur in the region we must not lose 
sight of the Bahraini people’s plight. We 
should deal with what's happening in 
Bahrain as a peaceful uprising asking for 
dignity and human rights, not in the 
framework of sectarian conflict," said 
Mina Mamdouh, Researcher at the Ara-
bic Network for Human Rights Infor-
mation.  
With the publication of the Bahrain Inde-
pendent Commission of Inquiry (BICI) 
report at the end of November (witnessed 
by the mission) and the deadline of Feb-
ruary 2012 for a national commission to 
make recommendations for reform, ex-
pectations have been raised that there will 
be change in Bahrain. However, as the 
report indicates and as the mission mem-
bers witnessed – and continue to monitor 
–the reality on the ground in Bahrain 
remains unchanged. Human rights activ-
ists, doctors, teachers, union members, 
political figures, journalists, bloggers and 
others continue to face harassment, pros-
ecution and imprisonment despite the use 
of torture and unfair trials against them. 
Protests continue on an almost daily ba-
sis, and the security forces response is 
virtually unchanged since before the pub-
lication of the BICI report.  
“It seems that despite the BICI report's 
extensive catalogue of abuses against 
Bahraini citizens including torture, and a 
clear condemnation of the culture of im-
punity, the government of Bahrain is 
intent on maintaining the status quo. We 
are not seeing the immediate release of 
prisoners. Instead there is an interminable 
succession of postponed trials,” said Mar-

International Mission to Bahrain Report 
promises for reform unfulfilled, while situation deteriorates 

also insists on accountability for those 
responsible for violating international hu-
man rights norms, in particular those re-
sponsible for torture and killing. The full 
mission report is online in English at: 
 bahrainmissionreportjanuary2012final.pdf  
The mission team was composed of the 
Arabic Network for Human Rights Infor-
mation (ANHRI), Front Line Defenders, 
the Gulf Centre for Human Rights 
(GCHR), Index on Censorship, Interna-
tional Media Support (IMS) and the Writ-
ers in Prison Committee (WiPC) of PEN 
International, and was supported by the 
International Freedom of Expression Ex-
change (IFEX).  

The vicious attack last night on a peaceful 
protest led by a senior human right activist 
and his team has run counter to wishes and 
appeals of international bodies, govern-
ments, laws and conventions. Nabeel Rajab 
and his colleagues were targeted by the 
regime’s riot police and Death Squads. Hun-
dreds of people took to the streets in the 
capital to take their message to the world 
that they would not accept anything than 
regime change. Suddenly the regime’s riot 
police and Death Squads launched vicious 
attacks on the demonstrators using all avail-
able tools of repression. Many received seri-
ous injuries. A known human rights activist 
and blogger, Nader Abdul Emam received a 
direct hit to his mouth that destroyed his lips 
and teeth. The images of his injuries were so 
horrific that Youtube site removed it. Other 
images show other peaceful protesters with 
severe injuries to the heads and other parts 
of the body. 
Meanwhile the people’s revolution has con-
tinued unabated in almost all parts of the 
country. From the town of Dair in the North 
to Karzakkan in the South and from Stira in 
the East to Malikiyah and Hamala in the 
West, the youth have been organising their 
protests every day and night. Banners and 
flags were raised while the demonstrators 
chanted slogans calling for regime change 
and the downfall of the dictator. “Down 
with Hamad” has become the standard slo-
gan throughout the country. Almost all those 
protests were attacked mercilessly by the 
regime’s forces, many injured and scores 
arrested. What the detainees are subjected to 
after their arrest is beyond anyone’s imagi-
nation. Their bodies are slashed and mutilat-
ed by the units managed by John Yates and 
John Timoney, the British and American 
failed policemen brought to Bahrain to help 
the Al Khalifa crush the popular revolution. 
It is a continuation of the old policies that 
led to the employment of Ian Henderson in 
the sixties and David Jump in the nineties to 
help crush Bahraini people. 
The political societies, meanwhile, organ-
ised their own rally last night at Jabalat 
Habshi, just outside Manama. Several 
speakers took to the podium calling for real 
change and ending the present policy of 
repression. Most of the speakers were defi-

More zeal as the youth await 1st anniversary of revolution 

ant, although Nabeel Rajab took the case 
much further ahead insisting that no one 
can deny that the slogan “Down with 
Hamad” has become the symbol of the 
revolution and that no one could change 
it. It has been widely accepted that no 
solution is possible as long as those en-
trenched in their seats of corruption, 
fraud, torture and repression remained in 
their places. The mood is gradually 
changing against the wishes of the ruling 
Al Khalifa family and their backers. 
International pressure is mounting on the 
regime despite the attempts by the Ameri-
can and British governments to prop up 
the Al Khalifa and Al Saud regimes. 
Many British people were angry when the 
Countess of Wessex accepted a gift of 
jewellery from Bahrain’s dictator and his 
uncle, the prime minister. Calls were 
made by former ministers and Members 
of Parliament to the Countess to sell the 
jewellery and donate their revenues to the 
victims of the AL Khalifa regime that has 
become more vicious than other embat-
tled regimes. In addition, calls were made 
for the UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights to dispatch a team of investi-
gators to document the human rights 
atrocities in Bahrain as a step toward 
criminalising senior members of the re-
gime, denying them free travel and even-
tually bringing them to justice. It has be-
come clear that the Al Khalifa cannot run 
the country in accordance with interna-
tional standards and the regime cannot 
stop human rights abuses in the future. In 
the past few days several expressions of 
disappointment at the lack of progress in 
the field of democracy or human rights 
were uttered by the US Secretary of State 
and other senior figures in the British 
government. With mounting numbers of 
political arrests the country has been set 
to embrace more serious troubles ahead. 
Experts have stressed that the Al Khalifa 
regime can no longer perform its duties 
after it had handed them to the Saudi in-
vaders. Legitimacy has thus faded and 
could no longer be claimed by the Al 
Khalifa. 
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