
As the people of Bahrain begin their prep-
arations for the second anniversary of the 
14th February Revolution, the challenges 
against them have also started to mount; 
both on the internal and external fronts. 
However, what has been assuring is the 
fact that the Revolution has proved its ver-
satility and strength despite the merciless 
policies of both the Alkhalifa and their 
backers. Two years after the first martyrs 
fell on the first and second days of the 
greatest Revolution Bahrain has seen in its 
entire history, the balance of achievements 
and sacrifices has remained mostly neutral 
with a tilt in favour of the people. The 
ruling clan is much weaker today than at 
any time since it occupied the country. 
Signs of fatigue are visible on the faces of 
its senior figures while cracks have often 
appeared among its rank and file. The peo-
ple have achieved one major result; a con-
sensus that the future will not be allowed 
to be a replication of the past and that the 
country will not again be run by an anti-
quated clan. The steadfastness of the peo-
ple has started to reap fruits. There is a 
unanimous international verdict that the 
regime has failed to adapt to acceptable 
norms and values of modern statehood; 
that the dictator and his clique have failed 
to implement the recommendations made 
by various bodies including the BICI that 
had been formed and financed by the re-
gime. Similar sets of recommendations 
were presented by the UN Human Rights 
Council, international NGOs and the Euro-
pean Parliament. 
To assess the likelihood that these recom-
mendations may be implemented, there is 
a need to evaluate the psychology of the 
ruling family and how it perceives such 
steps. For decades its main figures have 
lived in denial of the fact that the natives 
of the country were gradually rejecting 
their rule and calling for a new system 
based on people’s will and choice. The 
present dictator has willingly or foolishly 
missed numerous opportunities to repair its 
faltering relations with the people. He 
chose to ignore the calls for real reforms 
ever since he imposed his illegal constitu-
tion and declare his illegitimate kingdom. 
There have been many protests over the 
past ten years, and an abundance of state-
ments and documents calling for real re-
forms that could lead to a more stable 
country and realistic relations between the 

Alkhalifa and the Bahrainis. When all 
those demands fell on deaf ears, the people 
took the decision to march on the road to 
freedom, declaring 14th February the birth 
of the Final Revolution. As people’s blood 
was shed the picture was becoming clearer 
and the activists made no secret of their 
desire for a speedy end to this increasingly 
hated regime. They were motivated by the 
enmity of the ruling family to the people. 
The crux came in the summer of 2010 
when hundreds of Bahrainis were arrested, 
tortured and maltreated in ways unheard of 
before. The extent of the torture used 
against Bahraini detainees 30 months ago 
amounted to declaration of total war 
against the natives by people considered by 
the natives as foreign invaders. 
The two years of Revolution have shown 
beyond any reasonable doubt that the mood 
of the natives has irreversibly changed 
against maintaining any form of relation 
with the Alkhalifa. Few years ago some 
politicians would consider this a taboo and 
labeled it as “unacceptable” or “outside the 
accepted line of political discourse. Today 
the public mood has changed to the extent 
that barely a day passes without at least 
twenty local protests by people, men and 
women, chanting “People want regime 
change”, “Down with Hamad”. Over the 
course of this period thousands of Bahrai-
nis were arrested, tortured, sacked from 
jobs and humiliated. Their reaction has 
been furious; total rejection of the regime 
they consider to be the root of all their pre-
dicaments. Fear has disappeared from the 
people after they had been tested to the 
limit. The use of limitless violence has 
achieved opposite results. It blunted the 
regime’s deterrence and forced people to 
face death with bare chests. The latter 
phase of collective punishment through 
mass arrests and indiscriminate use of le-
thal gases compounded the problems for 
the regime. It also sought to mete out pun-
ishment through heavy sentences against 
leaders and activists. But this has also led 
to international outcry, and forced those 
who had been reluctant to speak out like 
Ban Ki Moon to condemn these sentences. 
People have now become more intent on 
removing it from power at any cost. Know-
ing that the Alkhalifa could not have com-
mitted these outrageous acts without the 
support of certain powers; most notably the 
British Government, Bahrainis have be-

come more adamant on achieving real 
change. They have been heartened to take 
this unyielding attitude after they had be-
come more convinced that if the regime 
remains in power they will incur more 
human costs and tragedies. What is mak-
ing the situation more polarized is the 
regime’s arrogance and ignorance. By 
taking several women into the torture 
chambers last month for taking part in a 
peaceful protest last year, the Alkhalifa 
have only solidified the people’s rejection 
of it remaining in power. And when its 
forces attacked helpless women taking part 
in the Manama protests on18th January, 
removing the head scarf of a young activ-
ist after beating her, the scene was set for 
further popular recriminations and con-
firmed the inclination to remove the 
Alkhalifa dictatorship from power. The 
resolve of not only the youth but also of 
the population is now stronger than ever 
and the determination to continue with the 
struggle has never been greater before. 
The deep wounds of the populace are thus 
preventing any attempt by the regime’s 
foreign supporters from achieving any real 
result in their search for an exit strategy to 
their close allies. 
It is thus not surprising that when the re-
gime talked about “dialogue” it was swift-
ly rejected by the revolutionary people and 
the 14th February Alliance. While the po-
litical societies exchanged with the regime 
calls for dialogue, they are convinced that 
no real or meaningful talks would take 
place. Each side is laughing at the other 
for international consumption. In reality 
neither side has any respect to, or recogni-
tion of the other. The internal conflict 
within the Alkhalifa between various clans 
is making the task of the opposition in 
presenting a united front much easier. The 
preparations for the second anniversary of 
the Revolution are proceeding smoothly 
with the participation of almost all the 
opposition. As the 14th February ap-
proaches the tension will gradually rise 
despite the attempts by the regime to 
dampen the people’s enthusiasm to rein-
vigorate the political dynamism. The next 
few weeks will solidify the people’s re-
solve to uproot the regime with their 
peaceful civil resistance campaigns, and 
with it two centuries of moral decadence, 
human tragedies and most hated occupa-
tion by a foreign nomadic clan. 

2nd anniversary of Revolution; last phase of dynastic rule 
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 Bahraini revolutionaries have rejected 
the Alkhalifa call for what they consider 
“social dialogue” as a deceptive and 
meaningless move to stall the prepara-
tions for the major uprising expected on 
the second anniversary of the 
14th February Revolution. The regime’s 
mouthpiece, the information minister, 
confirmed that the “government would 
not participate” in the proposed social 
meeting. The hopes of those seeking ac-
commodation with the Alkhalifa heredi-
tary dictatorship, have thus been dashed. 
The political societies had hoped that 
there would be direct dialogue with the 
ruling family because the real problem is 
the relations between the Alkhalifa and 
the people, and not among the people 
themselves. The Alkhalifa refuse to ac-
cept that their legitimacy has been com-
promised by the Revolution and that they 
rule the people by military subjugation. 
Ali Jawad Al Sheikh’s 16th Birthday was 
celebrated at his town of Sitra. The 14 
years old boy was killed by police forces 
on 31st August 2011. His father, mother 
and those of other martyrs were present. 
They all expressed their right to bring the 
killers of their sons to justice. They 
stressed that no money or other bribes 
would be accepted in exchange for giv-
ing up the struggle to achieve justice at 
any cost. 
In another setback to the regime, nine 

young Bahrainis, falsely accused of vio-
lent acts at the Town of Al Ekr, managed 
to escape from their torture cells at the 
Dry Dock prison. They had been severely 
tortured to obtain false confessions but 
had maintained their innocence as the 
regime failed to provide convincing evi-
dence. Their town was subjected to two 
weeks of merciless blockade by the 
regime’s forces. The prison authorities 
immediately imposed collective punish-
ment on other prisoners by locking them 
in their cells and denying them the right 
to day light or exercise periods in prison 
courtyards. 
An eight year Bahaini boy has been mar-
tyred after he had inhaled excessive 
amounts of chemical gases deployed by 
the regime’s forces in civilian areas. Qas-
sim Habib passed away on 25th January, 
24 hours after the incident. His funeral 
turned into public referendum against the 
Alkhalifa who have murdered many Bah-
rainis over the past two years and contin-
ued its policies of genocide and ill-
treatment. The regime’s forces reacted by 
attacking the procession and targeting the 
participants with excessive amounts of 
tear gas and shotguns. At a rally before 
the body was removed people shouted 
anti-regime slogans as fathers of other 
martyrs called for regime change and 
pledging to continue struggle until the 
Alkhalifa dictatorship is brought down. 

Throughout the country, people protested 
for several nights against the killing of 
Habib Qassim. 
An article written by Elizabeth Dickinson 
on 29th January presented a grim picture 
of the social consequences of the Alkha-
lifa terror campaign against Bahrainis. 
The article describes the suffering and 
trauma of families whose main breadwin-
ners were arrested by the regime’s Death 
Squads. A process of rehabilitation is 
urgently needed, the article said, but the 
resources are scarce. "The whole popula-
tion needs rehab. We ourselves need re-
hab," said Jihan Kazerooni, who recently 
helped found Bravo, a non-governmental 
organisation that offers counselling to 
families and victims. But these women 
lack the resources and time to avail them-
selves of counseling and there is very 
little cultural awareness of mental illness, 
Ms Kazerooni said. 
The second anniversary of the Bahrain’s 
Revolution is underway and preparations 
are made by activists and sympathizers to 
launch a campaign of support to Bahraini 
people. The aim is to exert pressure on 
the international community to offer prac-
tical support including imposing sanc-
tions on the regime whose demise is the 
main demand of Bahrainis. 
 

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
31st January 2013 

Bahrain’s Revolution to be reinvigorated on second anniversary 

As the preparations for the second anniver-
sary of Bahrain’s Revolution get under-
way, the regime has started a campaign of 
repression and deception to dampen peo-
ple’s resolve. The Alkhalifa hawkish jus-
tice minister suddenly changed his tone 
and started talking about “dialogue”. He 
approached some political societies asking 
them to nominate six members to take part 
without preconditions. Within a day, what 
appeared to be a change of heart by the 
repressive regime became a cheap propa-
ganda stunt that went seriously wrong. The 
regime’s mouthpiece; the information min-
ister, put an immediate halt to any enthusi-
asm or hope by declaring that no member 
of the “government” would participate in 
the proposed “dialogue”. The political so-
cieties first expressed hope that there 
would be genuine dialogue, but insisted 
that it must be held between the opposition 
and the ruling family. The Alkhalifa clan 
has always refused to discuss the real is-
sue; who has the right to govern Bahrain 
and how. It is now clear that the mandate 
of the proposed “dialogue” would not deal 
with this issue. The 14th February activists 
and most Bahrainis have refused to engage 
in any dialogue with the Alkhalifa, insist-
ing that they must go. Bahrain must not no 
longer be ruled by a clan reactionary dicta-
torship. 
The call for the proposed “dialogue” has 
been preceded by the decision of the ruling 

family to confirm the death sentence 
passed by the military court against at least 
one Bahraini. Ali Al Taweel, who had 
been wrongly and unjustly convicted of 
killing a policeman, has had his earlier 
death sentence confirmed by the ruling 
family, while his colleague Ali Shamlool, 
has been sentenced to life imprisonment. 
Bahrainis reacted angrily to this ruling that 
could lead to cold-blooded murder of a 
young Bahraini. Almost all civil society 
activists and bodies have condemned the 
sentencing of the Bahraini young man to 
death while the real killers of more than 
120 Bahrainis remain at large and granted 
impunity against prosecution. 
Several women have also been re-arrested 
after the dictator ordered them to be pulled 
back to the torture dungeons. Last year the 
group of Bahraini women had been humil-
iated and maltreated after being arrested, 
shackled and left on the ground. Their 
arrest is likely to fuel more anti-regime 
activities in the coming days as the people 
prepare themselves for long-term struggle 
against Alkhalifa dynasty. One young ac-
tivist was severely attacked during the 
Manama protests last week. Barhainis 
have been outraged by the attack on Zahra 
Al Sheikh, beating her on her face and 
pulling her headscarf. The Alkhalifa Death 
Squads then added salt to the wound by 
arresting the young activist, torturing her 
more and charging her with assaulting the 

Bahrain: People insist on regime change, reject meaningless “dialogue” 

police. The live images show how she 
had been the victim, not the other way 
round. 
In a bizarre development the Alkhalifa 
regime has passed a jail sentence of three 
years against Martyr Mohammad Musha-
ima who passed away last summer as a 
result of severe torture inflicted while in 
prison. The new sentence has been con-
demned by local bodies. It has indicated a 
relation of real enmity between the two 
sides. It shows lack of discipline, sensitiv-
ity or human decency. In the past other 
martyrs had been summoned to appear at 
torture centres to answer for their 
“crimes”. 
In another development a Bahraini citizen 
taking refuge in the United Arab Emirates 
have been kidnapped to unknown loca-
tion. Jamshir Fairooz, 53, was last seen 
two weeks ago, before he was kidnapped 
by four men in their Arab dress and led 
away to an unknown destination. For the 
past two decades he has been repeatedly 
arrested and tortured. In the nineties, his 
hand was broken as a result of severe 
torture. His son was arrested in 2010 and 
subjected to severe forms of torture. An-
other two Bahrainis were handed by the 
Omani authorities to the Alkhalifa dicta-
tors. No news has been heard from them. 

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
25th January 2013 
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his sentence to two years. Security forces 
in December arrested Sated Yusuf al-
Muhafadha, acting vice president of the 
BCHR, and prosecutors charged him with 
“disseminating false news” for allegedly 
posting on his Twitter account a photo-
graph of an injured protester shot during an 
anti-government demonstration in Mana-
ma. He was released on January 17, 2013 
pending trial. 
The government has also placed new re-
strictions on freedom of association. On 
November 30, 2011, a few days after the 
Bahraini Lawyers’ Society elected new 
board members critical of government pol-
icies, the Social Development Ministry 
cancelled the election results. In July 2012, 
an administrative court ordered the dissolu-
tion of the opposition Islamic Action Asso-
ciation (Amal) after the Justice Ministry 
accused it, among other things, of failing to 
“convene a general conference for more 
than four years.” 
In November 2011, the Bahrain Independ-
ent Commission of Inquiry (BICI), ap-
pointed by King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
concluded that Bahrain’s security forces 
operated within a “culture of impunity” 
during the suppression of the 2011 pro-
tests. The BICI said that the abuses “could 
not have happened without the knowledge 
of higher echelons of the command struc-
ture”                          Continued on Page 4 

their right to free speech and peaceful as-
sembly.” 
In its 665-page report, Human Rights 
Watch assessed progress on human rights 
during the past year in more than 90 coun-
tries, including an analysis of the aftermath 
of the Arab uprisings. The willingness of 
governments to respect rights will deter-
mine whether the Arab uprisings will give 
birth to genuine democracy or authoritari-
anism in new clothes, Human Rights Watch 
said. 
Throughout 2012, the authorities regularly 
rejected demonstration permit requests 
from opposition groups and, in Octo-
ber, issued a two-month ban on demonstra-
tions. According to opposition groups, at 
least 25 protesters and bystanders died in 
protest-related injuries in 2012. At least 15 
of the deaths have been attributed to exces-
sive or unlawful use of teargas. At least two 
security officers died of injuries from a 
Molotov cocktail attack, and the govern-
ment said that clashes with anti-government 
protesters injured 1,500 policemen in 2012. 
On August 16 a criminal 
court sentenced Nabeel Rajab, president of 
the Bahrain Center for Human Rights 
(BCHR), to three years in prison for organ-
izing and participating in three demonstra-
tions between January and March. In De-
cember, the Court of Appeal upheld the 
verdicts on most of the charges but reduced 

 HRW: Widespread Suppression, Scant Reforms in Bahrain 
(Beirut) – Bahrain’s failure to release 
political prisoners or hold accountable 
high officials responsible for torture, and 
its escalating campaign to silence human 
rights defenders, exposes the govern-
ment's fraudulent claims that it is carry-
ing out promised reforms, Human Rights 
Watch said today in its World Report 
2013. 
In 2012, authorities jailed human rights 
defenders for participating in peaceful 
demonstrations and criticizing officials, 
arbitrarily revoked the citizenship of doz-
ens of opposition political activists, and 
frequently used excessive force to sup-
press peaceful protests, as well as those 
in which demonstrators threw rocks and 
Molotov cocktails. The government 
shelved the key November 2011 recom-
mendations of an independent commis-
sion to address gross human rights abuses 
during the punishing repression of the 
largely peaceful mass demonstrations of 
early 2011. 
“Unfortunately, 2012 was the year that 
Bahrain’s ruling family showed it priori-
tizes repression over reform,” said Joe 
Stork, deputy Middle East director at 
Human Rights Watch. “This year the 
government needs to act on its reform 
rhetoric by setting free all peaceful pro-
testers, including the protest leaders still 
serving long prison terms for exercising 

complaint was investigated. Amnesty 
International said: “The human rights 
situation in Bahrain has markedly deteri-
orated in recent months, with repressive 
practices increasingly entrenched and 
government disregard for the recommen-
dations of the Bahrain Independent Com-
mission of Inquiry (BICI) becoming 
more flagrant… However, many of the 
government’s pledges remain unful-
filled… The promise of meaningful re-
form has been betrayed by the govern-
ment’s unwillingness to implement key 
recommendations around accountability; 
this includes its failure to carry out inde-
pendent, effective and transparent inves-
tigations into allegations of torture and 
other ill-treatment and excessive use of 
force and to prosecute all those who gave 
the orders to commit human rights abus-
es” The leading figures of the Revolution 
whose prison sentences have recently 
been confirmed by the Alkhalifa court of 
cassation have rejected their sentences 
and vowed to continue their struggle for 
justice. The leading figures signed a pub-
lic statement which emphasized four 
points:  that their trial was a political 
one, presided over by one of the Alkha-
lifa figures, that they are part of the polit-
ical struggle undertaken by the people 
within the Arab Spring revolutions, that 
they would not be silenced by those un-
just sentences that include eight life 
terms and that the struggle would not end 

 On Sunday 13th January Hajj Habib 
Ibrahim, the elderly Bahraini citizen 
from Malikiya Town, was martyred 
after suffering the ill-effects of the 
chemical gases. He developed inability 
to breathe after he had inhaled exten-
sive amounts of those illegal gases the 
day before. His lungs were damaged as 
a result. People exchanged two of his 
images; one with the V sign indicating 
his steadfastness and hope of victory; 
the other with a hand-made basket 
made of palm leaves on his highly-held 
head symbolizing the dignity and pride 
of Bahrainis. His funeral turned into a 
public expression of anger against the 
regime that has adopted violence as a 
means to quell the rising anti-regime 
demonstrations. People chanted “Down 
with Hamad” and “People want regime 
change”. 
As human rights violations continued, 
Amnesty International issued an Urgent 
Action demanding the release of Sayed 
Yousif Almuhafdah, of the Bahrain 
Centre for Human Rights. He was first 
arrested on 15 August 2012 after he 
took a picture of a checkpoint in A’ali 
town, south-west of Manama, and post-
ed it on Twitter. He was stopped on the 
road by the traffic police. He said he 
was beaten by a policeman and de-
tained for two hours, after which he 
filed a complaint at the Public Prosecu-
tor’s Office. It is not known whether his 

Another martyr as international condemnation mounts 
until the domination of the tribe over the state 
has ended and a parliamentary democracy 
established. The signatories include Abdul 
Wahab Hussain, Hassan Mushaima, Ibrahim 
Sharif, Dr Abdul Jalil Al Singace and Abdul 
Hadi Al Khawaja. 
Meanwhile the European Parliament has pub-
lished its report on the situation in Bahrain, 
following the visit by some MEPs to that 
country last month. The report is a damning 
international document dealing with various 
aspects of the Bahrain crisis. It confirmed 
that the circle of political tension, protests 
and repression is well-entrenched, and that 
the situation has become so polarised that the 
regime will not be able to survive if it does 
not take immediate steps to resolve it. It re-
ferred to what it called “extremists within the 
Alkhalifa family” who continue to reject any 
idea of a political solution. It also talked 
about the opposition and how it has two main 
trends; those calling for removal of regime 
and those who aim at reforming it. The report 
lambasted the ruling family for failing to im-
plement the various recommendations that 
would lead to reducing the tension. It also 
talked about the failure of the judiciary to act 
with professionalism and how it has been 
used as a political tool in the hands of the 
regime against its opponents. It is the latest in 
a series of international reports condemning 
the Alkhalifa family for dictatorship and hu-
man rights abuses. 

 Bahrain Freedom Movement 
18 January 2013 
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were persecuted, detained protesters al-
leged that they were subject to torture, and 
hundreds of activists were subject to unfair 
trials before pseudo-military courts.   
Faced with considerable pressure from the 
international community, King Hamad bin 
Isa al-Khalifa established the Bahrain In-
dependent Commission of Inquiry (BICI) 
by royal decree on July 1, 2011. Tasked 
with investigating the causes of the pro-
tests and identifying reforms that would 
ensure that such protests never recur in 
November 2011, the Commission pub-
lished a report containing 26 key recom-
mendations for the Government of Bahrain 
to address the concerns of protesters and to 
heal the division between the government 
and opposition. Unfortunately, more than 
one year since the BICI released its report; 
most of its recommendations have yet to 
be fully implemented. Indeed, according to 
ADHRB’s own analysis, only one recom-
mendation had been fully implemented as 
of the one-year anniversary of the BICI 
report in November 2012.  
The situation in Bahrain has worsened in 
recent months, as pledges by the govern-
ment to implement reforms appear to have 
been neglected, and attacks against protest-
ers and arrests of activists continue to oc-
cur. Bahrainis are still being arrested for 
“defaming” the king, “spreading false ru-
mors,” “inciting violence,” and other spu-
rious charges. Likewise, many opposition 
leaders and human rights activists arrested 

By Husain Abdulla* 
The Government of Bahrain is no 
stranger to accusations of human rights 
abuses. From the initial crackdown on 
protesters that saw detainees tortured 
and 46 protesters killed, to the wrongful 
termination of more than 4,000 employ-
ees who participated in protests, the 
struggle for freedom of expression is 
ongoing. In recent months, human rights 
defenders have come under renewed 
attack; Bahrainis have been sentenced to 
prisons for writing so-called 
“defamatory” Tweets about the king and 
31 Bahraini citizens have had their citi-
zenship revoked.  
On January 7, an appeals court in Bah-
rain upheld prison sentences for the 
“Bahrain Thirteen,” a group of opposi-
tion leaders and human rights activists 
convicted by a special military court in 
2011 of plotting to overthrow the gov-
ernment after participating in protests 
that broke out in early 2011.  
The recent unrest in Bahrain began with 
mass protests on February 14, 2011, 
calling for political, economic and social 
reform. Peaceful protesters were met 
with a brutal government crackdown. A 
state of emergency was declared a 
month into the protests, granting broad 
authority to security personal to repress 
protests, sometimes violently. Arrests 
and detentions rose, doctors who at-
tempted to treat wounded protesters 

Another Lost Opportunity  
in connection with protests have yet to be 
released.  
The widely-prevailing attitude among 
many in the human rights field is that the 
Government of Bahrain simply cannot be 
taken seriously when it pledges to imple-
ment reforms and engage in dialogue. The 
recent appeals court verdict is yet another 
demonstration of the Government of Bah-
rain’s insouciance toward making any real 
and lasting changes. Paramount to its 
stance is the silence with which Bahrain’s 
human rights violations have been met by 
the international community in recent 
months, particularly the United States and 
the United Kingdom.  Bahrain is also 
home to the United States’ Navy’s Fifth 
Fleet, which conducts regular patrols 
along regional shipping lanes, monitors 
the situation in Iran, and assists with mis-
sions in Iraq and Afghanistan. The United 
States considers Bahrain an ally in the 
region and a partner in a volatile region.  
Even with the NGO community bringing 
Bahrain’s egregious human rights record 
to the mainstream media, Bahrain shows 
no intention of engaging in meaningful 
dialogue or taking the opposition’s con-
cerns seriously. The window of oppor-
tunity for resolving the conflict is dwin-
dling, and without a firmer stance from 
the international community, a peaceful 
resolution will be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to obtain.  

* Director of Americans for Democracy 
and Human Rights in Bahrain 

On Monday 7th January the ruling fami-
ly confirmed the lengthy prison sentenc-
es passed by military courts in 2011 
against the people’s leaders. Out of 21 
prominent figures 13 were present at the 
court after they had appealed the earlier 
sentences imposed by Alkhalifa ruling 
family. The Bissioni commission had 
ruled that the verdicts of the military 
courts were unlawful and called for retri-
al at civilian courts with a view that 
those people would be released. This 
week the court of cassation announced 
the political verdicts issued by Bahrain’s 
dictator. This was the last chance the 
ruling family could have saved its skin 
and presented a reconciliatory step to 
Bahrainis. This chance has now been lost 
and the country is braced for serious 
escalation in the coming weeks. 
The world has reacted angrily to the con-
firmation of the unlawful and repressive 
jail sentences that condemned eight Bah-
raini prominent figures to life imprison-
ment for calling for fundamental political 
change in the country. The UN’s High 
Commissioner for Human Rights says 
recent arrests and sentences for pro-
democracy activists in the Gulf nations 
of Bahrain and Qatar constituted 
“extreme harshness” and are “marred by 
a number of procedural irregularities.” 

“We regret that Bahrain’s highest court on 
Monday upheld the convictions of 13 activ-
ists for their role in pro-democracy demon-
strations, after two years of trials and despite 
the conclusions of the Bahrain Independent 
Commission of Inquiry and the appeals by 
the international community concerning the 
judicial procedure and allegations of tor-
ture,” the Speaker of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Cécile 
Pouilly, told reporters in Geneva. 
Commenting on these verdicts Amnesty 
International said: “This unjust decision 
will confirm the view of many that the judi-
ciary is more concerned about toeing the 
government's line than upholding the rule of 
law and the rights of all Bahrainis,”  said 
Hassiba hadj Sahraoui, Amnesty Interna-
tional’s Deputy Director at the  Middle East 
and North Africa programme.  She add-
ed: “In order to maintain any credibility at 
all the Bahraini authorities must release 
these 13 people who have been imprisoned 
simply for exercising their rights to freedom 
of expression and assembly.” 
A Human Rights Watch investigation found 
that the evidence against them consisted of 
public statements advocating reforms to cur-
tail the power of the ruling Al Khalifa family 
and confessions that appeared to have been 
coerced while the defendants were in incom-
municado detention.  

Alkhalifa condemned by governments and NGOs 

HRW: Bahrain’s suppression  
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of the security forces, and called for inde-
pendent and impartial investigations into 
allegations of abuses. 
The government said it investigated allega-
tions of wrongdoing involving more than 
120 officers. However, most of the prose-
cutions involved low-ranking officers and 
did not include high-ranking officials or 
any Bahrain Defense Forces personnel. 
Human Rights Watch has been able to 
determine that courts have convicted four 
officers accused in the deaths of two pro-
testers and the permanent disabling of an-
other, and have acquitted at least three.  
In 2012, the government severely restrict-
ed Human Rights Watch’s ability to visit 
Bahrain and report on rights violations, 
permitting only a very brief visit in April 
2012. On January 7, 2013, the Court of 
Cassation upheld the convictions and 
lengthy prison terms of 13 prominent dissi-
dents, including life imprisonment for sev-
en defendants, solely for exercising their 
rights to free expression and peaceful as-
sembly in the 2011 protests. 
“In 2012, the government shifted from 
talking about reforms to silencing critical 
voices, banning demonstrations, and re-
stricting access to independent journalists 
and rights organizations,” Stork said. 
“These actions thoroughly discredit claims 
by Bahraini authorities of respecting hu-
man rights.”   


