
The events of last month have confirmed 
once again that Bahrain has departed per-
manently from its past and drawn a line of 
no return to the black era of the dictatorial 
dynastical rule. The bravery of its youth 
during the events marking two years of 
illegal Saudi occupation was exemplary. 
Protests, demonstrations and strikes were 
widespread before the 14th of March, the 
day on which the Saudi troops crossed the 
international borders and violated the sov-
ereignty of the country. The regime’s re-
pression was also unprecedented. It resort-
ed to the extensive use of lethal chemical 
gases, unrestrained use of other weapons 
including shotguns and rubber bullets. The 
result was one more martyr, Jaffar Al 
Taweel and scores of others sustaining 
serious injuries. The BBC has reported a 
sharp increase in the cases of cancer result-
ing from regime’s aggression. It said that 
the number of deaths resulting from sickle 
cell disease had increased. It quoted two 
experts saying that “the rise may be linked 
to heavy use of tear gas”. The martyrdom 
of Jaffar Al Taweel last month as a result 
of the excessive use of chemical gases has 
brought back the international argument 
about the use of those lethal gases as a tool 
of crowd control. Bahrain is becoming 
under closer scrutiny despite the uncondi-
tional support by Britain and United 
States. The funeral of the martyr and the 
end of his mourning became flash points 
for the pro-democracy movement which 
directed the tone and slogans of the partici-
pants. 
The Saudi occupation has now become an 
embarrassment even to the pro-Alkhalifa 
powers, such as UK and USA. To their 
dismay, Bahrainis have not succumbed to 
this brutal occupation, but have resisted it 
at every level. Instead of crushing Bah-
rain’s Revolution, the expansionist policy 
of the Saudis has landed them in 
more trouble. In recent days, 
several cities have erupted in 
protests and demonstrations 
against the most antiquated po-
litical system in the world. Ex-
perts, such as Christopher Da-
vidson forecast that the oil 
sheikhs and their fiefdoms can-
not last much longer and that 
their downfall is not far away. 
The residents of these countries 
have subjected to brutality, dic-

tatorship and subjugation until they became 
unable to take it anymore. Political strife in 
GCC countries is now widespread as the 
prisons gradually became overcrowded. 
More than 10,000 Saudis relinquish behind 
bars without charge or trial. Last month the 
United Arab Emirates began the trial of 
more than 90 citizens accused of sedition 
against the regime. 
This may not be new. But there are two 
new phenomena that have stunned liberal 
minded people. The first is the sudden 
awakening of the people despite the enor-
mous repression by those regimes. The 
hereditary dictatorships of the GCC coun-
tries are losing grip with the reality and 
cracks in their regimes are now threatening 
their existence. The second is the insistence 
of Britain on defending these regimes and 
standing up to the challenges posed by 
their pro-democracy citizens. In the past 
two years UK has sent security experts and 
public relations officers to prop up those 
crumbling dictatorships. Their emissaries 
have also become more focal in their un-
ethical stands against the pro-democracy 
tide. They have increasingly become more 
supportive of Alkhalifa hereditary dictator-
ship and undermined British long-standing 
values of democracy and respect of human 
rights. It is a fact that former Ambassadors, 
military commanders and civil servants had 
spent their retirement in the pay of those 
dictators who employed them as “experts” 
and “advisors”. With their wide connec-
tions to the media and official departments 
they have influenced British foreign poli-
cies to the extent that UK has taken robust 
stands in supporting and defending authori-
tarian Gulf monarchies. 
Whether these policies are consistent with 
British interests is open to question. It 
seems that UK, despite its long history in 
the region, has not yet comprehended the 

extent of people’s disenchantment with 
those rulers who have ruled the country for 
decades or centuries. They are incapable 
of reform, modernization or upholding the 
rule of law. This explains the reluctance of 
the Alkhalifa rulers to undertake the small-
est of steps at least to embarrass its oppo-
nents and give fuel to its supporters. Be-
cause of the weakness of their rule they 
feel that any real reform will lead to more 
demands and could start a new spiraling of 
demands that could lead to their downfall. 
They are right. They have built their re-
gime on foundations other than the trust of 
the people, constitutional legitimacy or 
people’s participation. Thus any opening 
up in the system or loosening the noose 
around the people’s necks could easily 
spark a new phase of revolutionary zeal 
that will lead to the downfall of the hated 
hereditary dictatorship. Again this policy 
is double-edged. The lack of reform could 
only lead to more disenchantment and 
determination on the part of the people 
who will feel more urge to mobilize their 
forces against the antiquated regime. 
The UK, USA have so far failed to bring 
pressure to bear on these dictators. This is 
counter to the interest of the West, the 
local communities or the goal of democra-
cy and human rights. With the steadfast-
ness of Bahrainis that has astounded the 
world, the stage has been stalemated de-
spite the political and security help from 
the West, especially the UK. This is not a 
desirable situation for either the people, 
the regime or its supporters. There will 
come a point which the structure of the 
regime could collapse. The current status 
quo is not sustainable. The people are on 
the march demanding their basic rights of 
self-determination, their own constitution, 
parliamentary democracy and respect of 
human rights. These are totally rejected by 

the Alkahlifa who insist on re-
taining absolute rights and pow-
ers. Some Western governments, 
mainly UK, still believe that a 
solution can be engineered to 
keep the Alkhalifa in power and 
the people under control. They 
are wrong and far from reality. 
This time Bahrainis have decid-
ed to go the whole way to ensure 
that the future is not a replica-
tion of the past. Sooner rather 
than later, they will prevail. 

Saudi occupation delgitimatised  
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The second anniversary of the Saudi oc-
cupation of Bahrain claimed one Bahrai-
ni life only to compound the public anger 
against the unholy alliance between the 
Alkhalifa dictators and Al Saud occupi-
ers. Jaffar Al Taweel, 35 passed away on 
Tuesday 26th March as a result of inten-
sive inhalation of chemical gases fired by 
the regime’s forces. On 14th March the 
martyr was in his cabin shop when he 
was hit with gas canister causing him to 
inhale large amounts of the lethal gases. 
Later that day he was also targeted with 
chemical gases at his home town of “Al 
Girya” in Sitra”. His health deteriorated 
sharply and was transferred to hospital 
where he was martyred ten days later. 
The doctor attributed the death to 
“inflammation of the lungs” but failed to 
answer when asked if that was due to 
chemical gases.  Yesterday the martyr 
who leaves behind a daughter and dis-
traught widow, was laid to rest alongside 
other martyrs in the town. The massive 
funeral was attacked by the regime’s 
forces using the usual tools of death; 
chemical gases, shotguns and rubber bul-
lets.  The people, in turn, continued to 
shout “Down with Hamad”, referring to 
Bahrain’s vicious dictator and “People 
want regime change”. Many people sus-
tained injuries of varying degrees. 
Yesterday 28 medical staff including 
doctors and nurses were acquitted of any 
wrong doing by one of Alkhalifa courts. 
The court was ordered to issue its verdict 

after international pressures forced the 
Alkahlifa to bow out of the race with the 
doctors and acknowledge that the doctors 
had been innocent. This means that the 
dictators have tortured Bahraini doctors 
for two years for no reason at all. This is a 
crime against humanity for which the 
dictator and his clique must be indicted by 
international courts. The medics have 
insisted on their innocence since their 
arrest while the regime and its media con-
tinued to lie and lie to the world. A re-
gime that has now been proven to have 
misled the world, including their own 
allies, cannot be trusted to rule progres-
sive and professional people. Its leaders 
must stand trial for treason, torture, mis-
leading the world and committing crimes 
against humanity. The court decision yes-
terday is believed to be an attempt by the 
Alkhalifa and their backers to pave the 
way for the Forumla1 race next month.  
The hunger strike started by Zainab Al 
Khawaja and her father, Abdul Hadi, for 
the past week has continued. They are 
protesting harsh restrictions on family 
visits and immoral behaviour during those 
visits. The two are among the most senior 
human rights activists and have been tar-
geted by the Alkhalifa for their steadfast-
ness and humane work. Yesterday The 
Washington Post published the story of 
the hunger strike with footage of Maryam 
Al Khawaja speaking last year during her 
father’s hunger strike that lasted more 
than 100 days. Zainab, in an open let-

ter published on Sunday, appealed direct-
ly to the United States, a close ally of 
Bahrain. She cited Henry David Thoreau 
and Martin Luther King, Jr., asking 
Americans to reconsider their support for 
her country’s monarchy. “As I marvel at 
his wisdom,” she writes after quoting 
extensively from a 1967 King speech on 
U.S. foreign policy, “I wonder if America 
is also listening.” 
Bahraini revolutionaries have started their 
campaign against holding the Formula1 in 
Bahrain. They have been heartened by the 
decision by Vodafone to withdraw sup-
port from the McLaren Team which is 
part of the race because of the bad situa-
tion in the country. The continued deten-
tion and conviction of the medics, ath-
letes, teachers and leaders has troubled 
the conscience of several teams and the 
next two weeks will see an escalation of 
the campaign against F1 race in Bahrain. 
There is a good chance that with the 
many statements over the past few weeks 
confirming the failure of the Alkhalifa to 
improve their record of human rights will 
create real confusion and a state of protes-
tation within the racing teams. This could 
force Bernie Ecclestone to take the bitter 
decision to stop the race. Bahrainis have 
made it clear that they won’t accept Al-
kahlifa hereditary dictatorship, whatever 
the cost. 
 

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
29th March 2013 

One more martyr as Alkhalifa defeated in their war against medics 

 As the Formula 1 teams became under 
intensive pressure not to take part in the 
forthcoming race in Bahrain, the health of 
two of the most prominent human rights 
activists has deteriorated sharply in the 
past two days. Abdul Hadi Al Khawana, 
51, and his daughter, Zainab, 29 began 
hunger strike last Sunday in protest at the 
way they were treated by the prison au-
thorities and lack of access to their fami-
lies. Mr Al Khawaja is protesting against 
the increasing brutality of the prison au-
thorities, the use of torture even against 
those who had been sentenced and the 
monitoring regime of the family visits that 
had become less frequent. His daughter, 
Zainab is protesting against the way she 
has been prevented from seeing her three-
years daughter, Joud. The health of both 
has deteriorated in the past two days and 
calls have been made to transfer them to 
the hospital for emergency treatment. 
Sources close to the Alkhalifa said that 
the regime prefers to have them dead as 
they have repeatedly challenged its poli-
cies of extra-judicial killings and system-
atic torture. 
Meanwhile, the Bahrain Centre for Hu-
man Rights has issued a statement ex-
pressing concern at the health of Abdul 

Hadi and Zainab and calling for their im-
mediate release. Also, Nabeel Rajab 
called Abdul Hadi’s wife urging her to 
remain composed and patient. He asked 
her to feel proud to have such husband 
and daughter. Despite his pains and 
chains, Mr Rajab has proven himself to 
possess great leadership and humane 
qualities. 
A Kuwaiti blogger and human rights ac-
tivist, Nawaf Al Hendal said on his Twit-
ter on Thursday that he had been banned 
from entering Bahrain. He was on his way 
via the Bahrain-Saudi causeway, attempt-
ing to enter Bahrain when he was stopped 
and told that he was “persona non grata” 
and should go back to Kuwait. He de-
scribed how a person in plain clothes in-
formed him of the decision by the ruling 
family that he was “no longer welcomed 
in Bahrain”. Bahraini activists have apol-
ogised to Mr Al Hendal for being turned 
away by a murderous regime. 
The people’s Revolution has continued 
unabated. The past week has seen protests 
and demonstrations in most areas, espe-
cially after night fall. Several people were 
injured, some of them seriously as the 
dictator continued to issue orders to his 
troops to shoot at peaceful protesters. The 

Don’t race on our blood, Bahrainis tell Formla1 as repression continues 
situation is becoming desperate especial-
ly that the “dialogue”  that started one 
month ago has practically come to a halt 
as Bahrainis declared their opposition to 
any political settlement that leaves the 
ruling family in charge. The jailed lead-
ers have rejected this meaningless 
“dialogue” between the political socie-
ties and agents of the regime. 
At another level, the ProPublica website 
reported that the International Peace In-
stitute, a New York-based think tank 
closely associated with the United Na-
tions, announced last month an agree-
ment to open an office in Bahrain to 
“promote development, peace and inter-
national security.” Institute President 
Terje Rød-Larsen, a veteran diplomat in 
the Mideast who is also a United Nations 
under-secretary-general, said that taking 
money from Bahrain’s government 
would not compromise the institute’s 
work. He declined to say how much 
money Bahrain is providing. Rød-Larsen 
has been a frequent visitor to Bahrain in 
recent years, regularly meeting with gov-
ernment officials both in his capacity as 
the institute’s president and as a U.N. 
official.    Bahrain Freedom Movement 

22nd March 2013 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/03/25/zainabs-war-a-mother-risks-everything-for-dignity/
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the end, Vettel’s got the win and the 
points. Mark has nothing. It was a deliber-
ate decision by Vettel. 
'The team give you the contract and pay 
you the money, and so you do what they 
want you to do. It’s very simple. 
'Ignoring is just plain wrong. The best ex-
ample is my father and Didier Pironi. Just 
look at the problems that caused. 
'(Vettel’s) behaviour was just stupid. Such 
negative energy does not help the team. If 
he now needs help from Mark, he cannot 
be sure he will get it.' 

Meanwhile, former world champion 
Jacques Villeneuve says Sebastian Vettel is 
wholly to blame for the current tension with 
team-mate Mark Webber - and sees paral-
lels with the incident which led to his father 
Gilles’ death. 
There was clear resentment between the 
Red Bull pair after last week’s Malaysian 
Grand Prix, when Vettel overtook Webber 
to win the race despite both drivers being 
instructed by their team to slow down and 
preserve their positions. 
Gilles Villeneuve was killed in a 1982 acci-
dent while trying to beat 
the qualifying time of 
then Ferrari team-mate 
Didier Pironi. The pair 
had fallen out at the pre-
vious Grand Prix at San 
Marino when Pironi de-
fied team orders to pass 
Villeneuve on the final 
lap for victory - a situa-
tion echoed by last 
week’s incident between 
Vettel and Webber. 
And Jacques Villeneuve 
told Auto Bild: “It’s easy 
to make excuses but in 

Bahrain villagers protest against F1 race as memory of last year's ri-
By MIKE DAWES, 31 March 2013 |  
 
Tensions in Bahrain are beginning to run 
high again with the controversial Grand 
Prix circus soon to return to the country.  
After the Chinese Grand Prix in Shanghai 
on April 14, the multi-million pound race 
will descend upon Bahrain again on April 
21. This picture, taken on Easter Sunday, 
shows foreign labourers in the village of 
Barbar, west of the capital Manama, col-
lecting equipment against a wall sprayed 
with graffiti in protest at the upcoming 
race. 
The controversial race took place last 
year in the middle of fierce anti-
government protests and the race track 
had to be heavily guarded by police, dogs 
and armoured vehicles to keep activists 
away. 
On the day before last year’s race, pro-
tests intensified after the body of a Shia 
man killed in overnight clashes with se-
curity forces was discovered on a rooftop. 
Many protesters wanted the race to be 
cancelled, but the government was deter-
mined it would go ahead, while demon-
strators set up barricades of burning tyres 
and police fired tear gas. 

to take action and stop what the Bahrainis 
consider “crimes tantamount in many cases 
to genocide”. 
The Bahraini opposition in London has 
ended a week-long programme of activities 
to mark the Saudi occupation of the coun-
try. On Saturday 9thMarch they organised 
a protest outside UK Prime Minister office 
at Downing Street calling for an end to the 
security help by UK to Bahrain’s dictator-
ship. On Sunday they held a Rally at Mar-
ble Arch which was addressed by Bahrai-
nis and their supporters from the Stop The 
War Coalition, CND and Labour CND. On 
Tuesday a seminar at the House of Lords 
was held and was covered by several media 
outlets. The Gulf Cultural Club and The 
Open Discussion organised a seminar on 
Wednesday which was addressed by Pro-
fessor Madawi Al Rashid, a Saudi academ-
ic at King’s College, London, Professor 
Joshua Catallino, Dean of Faculty of Law 
at Middlesex University and Jalal Fairooz, 
former Bahraini MP. Another seminar was 
held on 13th March at Abrar House. 
Meanwhile the Bahraini Revolutionaries 
have dismissed the appointment of the 
Alkhalifa crown prince as first deputy of 
his uncle, the prime minister. Salman bin 
Hamad Alkhalifa, the dictator’s eldest son, 
is implicated in crimes of land expropria-
tion, abetting in the crimes committed by 
his father and family, and supporting the 
security and military forces that had been 
instrumental in the killing and gassing of 
many Bahrainis. His blood-stained hands 
cannot be cleaned by his appointment and 
those who had promoted him as a 

 The Saudi occupation of Bahrain on 
14th March 2011 was marked yesterday 
by Bahraini people in their progressive, 
peaceful style; protests, strikes, sit-ins 
and calls for world bodies to take action 
against this illegal occupation. The 
14th February Alliance had called for a 
general strike to take place yesterday. It 
was effective in most areas; shops and 
schools were closed, protests erupted at 
every corner of the towns and villages 
and several cities around the world ob-
served the day with protests, seminars or 
statements. There was a unanimous ver-
dict that the Saudis had committed a big 
crime by invading Bahrain. Its criminal 
act resulted in the killing of scores of 
Bahrainis, the detention and torture of 
more than four thousand people over the 
past two years, the destruction of more 
than forty mosques, the sacking of more 
than 5000 Bahrainis and the persecution 
of more than 70 percent of the population. 
The occupation had failed in achieving its 
main aim; the crushing of the Revolution. 
Instead, the political strife has now 
reached the doorsteps of the Saudi royal 
family, with cities like Riyadh, Al 
Qaseem, Buraida, Al Jawf and others 
witnessing daily protests. 
The Saudi crime was compounded yester-
day by the attacks on civilian residential 
areas with chemical gases, shotguns and 
arrests. At least three Bahrainis were shot 
and remain in critical conditions as 
Alkhalifa dispatched their mercenaries to 
quell the peaceful protests. Calls were 
repeated to the international community 

Injuries, chemical gases and arrests on 2nd anniversary of Saudi occupation 

“moderate” have acted with blindness, insensi-
tivity or prejudice. The Revolution has not been 
about changing faces; the political system based 
on hereditary dictatorship has to give way to 
people’s freedom of choice and determination 
of destiny. 
As the campaign against holding  Formula 1 car 
race in Bahrain gathers momentum, Vodafone 
is to end its long-running sponsorship of For-
mula One motor racing after announcing it will 
ditch its deal with McLaren at the end of the 
year. The telecoms giant said the move, which 
will bring to a close an association with Formu-
la One dating back more than a decade, fol-
lowed a review of its marketing strategy. Voda-
fone signed the McLaren deal, said to be worth 
£50 million a year, in 2007 and it included 
Lewis Hamilton’s 2008 drivers’ world title. But 
it is also thought Voda- fone’s move to review 
its F1 sponsorship was in part prompted by the 
group’s unease over the decision to run the 
Bahrain Grand Prix last year despite a violent 
uprising in the country. McLaren has said it will 
announce a replacement sponsor in December. 

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
15th March 2013 

Two martyres last month: 
Jaffar Al Taweel and Abdul Ghani Al Rayes 
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speak for the Arab people.  Decolonisation 
was essentially a process through which the 
colonial states who had a presence in Arab, 
African, Asian and Latin American lands 
were asked to leave and abdicate and 
leave. What ought to have happened if we 
follow the United Nations principles was that 
a true voice of the people ought to have been 
heard and we should have been able to create 
independent states. That of course hap-
pened in many parts of the world but did not 
really happen in the Mid-
dle  East  when decolonisation and self deter-
mination simply meant the handover of pow-
er from one colonial ruler to another non 
representative ruler. So the key element here 
is to what extent is the uprising all across 
the Middle  East a cry for self determination, 
a genuine  plea by people to have rights 
which are due to everyone. For me what we 
see in the MENA countries is an attempt to 
give voice to a frustration that exists from 
people who have been disempowered and 
excluded from power for a long time. Failing 
to hear those voices is really akin to saying 
that self determination does not matter.  
Humanitarian intervention. It is often 
said at  a time of crisis that you need to have 
your friends beside you to help you get 
through it. And humanitarian intervention 
was really a concept that was designed and 
was existing throughout centuries by which 
one state would come to the assistance of 
another when that state is faced 
with a invasion. Usually humanitarian inter-
vention took place when a foreign govern-
ment was invading a country and when there 
was a genuine threat to the lives and liveli-
hood of the population.  
Increasingly what has happened is that hu-
manitarian intervention has been used as 
political motivation to interfere in the sover-
eign affairs of another state based on re-
al politik and based on the kinds of consider-
ations that the previous speaker highlighted 
in terms of Saudi Arabian policy. It is really 
important to distinguish when there is an 
hour of need and when there is a need to 
defend the people and when there is quite 
differently an attempt to further  your foreign 
policy through the invasion of another coun-
try. We need to distinguish those concepts 
because getting that wrong can lead to mate-
rial consequences.  
The United Nations has been  great-
ly concerned about the extent to which hu-
manitarian intervention could be le-
gal. Various different states at various differ-
ent points have suggested when they have 
invaded another country is that what they are 
doing is responding to a humanitarian 
need. So humanitarian intervention has be-
come a political tool that can be used by the 
powerful   get their political interests.  
The concept of the Responsibility To Pro-
tect was developed. RTP. Essentially this 
was the argument that says that the interna-
tional community has a responsibility to citi-
zens all over the world to protect them from 
the gross human rights violations that may 
occur irrespective of whether those violations 
occur as a result of a foreign invasion or ac-
tions by their own state.   

Prof Joshua Castallino: Saudi invasion from the perspective of international law 
The responsibility to protect essentially 
creates an obligation on the part of inter-
national society to take action when there 
are gross human rights violations at stake. 
Just to give you an idea of where this re-
sponsibility to protect comes from it really 
emerges from it really emerges it really 
emerges out of the Rwanda  genocide. It 
is in the context of that, the aftermath of 
that and the personal responsibility that 
the Secretary General Kofi Annan felt that 
this concept of the responsibility to pro-
tect RTP was articulated. It said that we 
can’t simply as an international communi-
ty stand still and allow and vast number of 
population, vast number of people to 
simply be slaughtered by various govern-
ments – their own or another for political 
purposes. And what you have in the Bah-
raini context is an attempt to suggest that 
what is in fact happening is a Saudi re-
sponse to their responsibility to protect 
Bahrain.  
Once again I would stress to you that 
there is a distinction to be made between 
protecting a government and protecting a 
people and that distinction has to be kept 
uppermost in your mind. This concept of 
responsibility to protect and humanitarian 
intervention has never been designed to 
protect a government and  has been de-
signed to protect a people. The UN charter 
makes it very clear that it is we the peo-
ples of the UN- it is not we the states of 
the UN – It is we the peoples of the Unit-
ed Nations. So the key in understand-
ing  and refuting this argument that what 
has occurred in Bahrain is an intervention 
has livened the concept of saying who is 
this so-called intervention protecting? Is it 
protecting ordinary Bahraini citizens or is 
it protecting a government.  
The Right To Peace. The right to peace 
is not framed in particular legal terms but 
it forms the undercarriage of everything 
that is occurring in international society 
and the attempt to eradicate violence. We 
as an international society, as an interna-
tional community have a duty to individu-
als, to human beings everywhere to try 
and ensure that we can create peaceful 
conditions in which they can pursue their 
lives. We have failed in that particular 
constraint quite dramatically.  
If we end up in a scenario where once 
again these genuine voices of protest are 
drowned out by our support for states we 
will once again lose the opportunity to 
win the peace. We lost many wars but it is 
crucial that we win the peace and the only 
way we can win the peace is to make sure 
that those who protest tell us and articu-
late what it is they want are given a 
fair hearing  about what it is they are ask-
ing for.  
 If we allow these peaceful protests, and 
this is as true in Madrid and in occupy 
London as it is in Pearl Square. If we 
drown out the genuine voice of protest 
and allow power to dictate how the states 
go forward we will  have lost a major 
historical opportunity to get peace and to 
get self determination across the world.  

I want to give you an international legal 
perspective on some of the issues that we 
are faced with two years ago that continue 
to this day. Essentially I want to speak to 
you about five concepts that you will hear 
about the Saudi action in Bahrain.  
The first one is the concept of sovereignty 
and what it means, the second is self deter-
mination and what that concept means and 
how important it is in public international 
law. I want to address briefly the issue of 
humanitarian intervention. Then I want to 
touch  on a fourth concept called the re-
sponsibility to protect. Finally I want to 
talk to you about the right of peace.  
Sovereignty essentially is nothing other 
than the right of any government to have 
compk;llete jurisdiction over the territory 
it governs. And basically sovereignty is a 
concept to allow every independent state 
to stand on its own two feet. In the context 
of decolonisation one of the real fears as 
many states in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America came to independence – one 
of the  big fears that these countries had 
was interference; interference from power-
ful states very often powerful Western 
states who drew their boundaries but also 
interference from other states nearby who 
may have had strong interests.   
The United Nations charter talks about we 
the people of the United Nations having 
solemnly urged ourselves to constitute 
ourselves into an international society. It 
highlights the principle of sovereignty 
and really  the idea of sovereignty in that 
context is that we will always oppose the 
interference by one sovereign state in the 
affairs of another sovereign states. And 
that is important to bear in mind.  
It is articulated in legal terms in something 
called Article 2/7 of the United Nations 
charter which says that nothing contained 
in the charter will allow a sovereign state 
to interfere in matters of the domestic ju-
risdiction of another sovereign. I would 
like to reiterate at this stage that sover-
eignty needs to be understood in terms of 
the sovereignty of the government and in 
terms of the sovereignty of the people.  
Self determination. In the creation of 
international society as we know it now 
the right of self determination was high-
lighted as being fundamental. This was the 
right that allowed us to go from the 51 
member states of the United Nations who 
signed the charter in 1945 to the 200 mem-
ber states we have now. Self determination 
was a process through which 
many peoples throughout the world stood 
up for their rights, claimed those rights  in 
an international context,  gained some-
times implicit and explicit support includ-
ing the use of armed force to gain their 
own sovereignty and their own rights.  
For me sovereignty is the material issue in 
Bahrain. What we see across the Arab 
world starting from Tunisia is the first 
time that we are listening to the voice of 
the Arab people. It is a real shame that 
when we are listening to the voice of the 
Arab people we are allowing this noise to 
be drummed out by other voices that don’t 


