
The ongoing developments in Iraq have 
caught many by surprise especially the 
speedy progress of the military attacks by 
ISIL group. How will that impact on the 
situation in the Gulf in general and Bah-
rain in particular? There is a policy of 
“wait and see” by the Western powers as 
local supporters of the terrorist groups 
continue their onslaught on that embattled 
country. Both Saudi Arabia and Bahrain 
are monitoring the situation and its reper-
cussions on their domestic situations. The 
Saudis have fully supported violent ac-
tions against Iraq since the former dicta-
tor, Saddam Hussain, was toppled 11 
years ago. Those who have studied Saudi 
policies towards Iraq confirm that Riyadh 
has always stood against Iraq’s leaders. 
Their relations with Iraq has always been 
unfriendly,  from the time of the monar-
chy in the thirties of the past century, to 
Abdul Karim Qassim and Saddam 
Hussain. It was the Saudis who had invit-
ed the multinational forces to attack Iraq 
in 1991. Today, they have been targeting 
that country exploiting sectarian differ-
ences among its citizens to achieve the 
weakening of Iraq which it views as the 
main challenge to its regional policies of 
domineering. 
The regime of Bahrain has its own predic-
ament towards Iraq. There are strong 
bonds between the people the two coun-
tries and Bahrainis flock in their thou-
sands to visit the holy shrines in Karbala, 
Najaf, Kadhemiyan and Samarra. The 
Iraqi people have expressed strong sup-
port to Bahrainis during their crisis that 
had started in 2011. The Saudis were re-
ported to have allocated billions of petro-
dollars to unsettle Iraq’s democratic expe-
rience. They are extremely worried about 
the impact of democratic experiences in 
the region on the Saudi society. They 
have adopted a strategy of pre-emptive 
actions against countries like Iraq and 
Egypt to ensure that they do not remain 
stable and able to present a viable chal-
lenge to their hereditary dictatorship. 
Their policy extends to Lebanon where a 
stable democratic regime is also consid-
ered a threat to Gulf dictatorships. The 
recent escalation of military attacks on 
Iraq is the most serious in the decade long 
strife in in the country. The regional poli-

tics are now poised for severe testing as 
the violent flare ups in both Syria and Iraq 
threaten to spread to neighbouring states. 
Jordan is edgy about the whole episode 
and it has spread its forces along its bor-
ders to prevent incursion by ISIL fighters. 
Turkey is also challenged at its borders 
while opposition politicians accuse Er-
dogan of aiding ISIL at Turkey’s perils. 
Iran loathes the prospect of having ISIL at 
its borders and would not spare its efforts 
to ensure it does not happen. The West is 
playing two-faced policies, hoping to di-
vide Iraq and humiliate its leadership 
while working to prevent ISIL from turn-
ing to the West. The Obama administra-
tion is of two minds; to stand up against 
ISIL or leave Iraq for the bloody fate de-
cided by terrorists. The lack of vision or 
wisdom has become serious challenge to 
the Middle Eastern community whose fate 
is left in the hands of those extremists.  
The Bahraini regime is jubilant at what is 
happening in Iraq. It is aware of the dan-
gers associated with those events, but its 
hatred of Bahrainis and their friends in 
Iraq is blinding its eyes. ISIL members 
have recently threatened  Alkhalifa with 
one of them tearing the Bahraini passport 
and addressing the dictator saying:  “We 
don’t need your passport but we will come 
to Bahrain with this” pointing to his guns. 
What is now being groomed is the poison 
that will kill those regimes which have 
become hostage of their own dreadful 
intentions and actions. These regimes 
have paved the sectarian way to those 
groups to exterminate innocent people 
because of their religious affiliation. 
Christians have suffered immensely under 
those groups. Huge fires engulfing ancient 
churches can be seen bellowing from far 
distances. Why? Why does the world re-
main silent as human heritage is systemat-
ically eradicated and destroyed? The hu-
man race is paying heavy price for the 
lack of strong leadership that can steer the 
human ship away from rocks and mines. 
The Shia Muslims of Iraq are made to pay 
highest price for winning elections, reject-
ing dictatorship, resisting American occu-
pation and ending the era of dictatorship 
and absolute despotism.  
Bahrainis have become resilient in their 
responses to local and regional develop-

ments. They consider themselves at the 
forefront of the human march towards 
freedom, and an integral part of the Arab 
Spring. As most other revolutions have 
been betrayed and destroyed, Bahraini 
revolutionaries feel theirs is the only sur-
viving revolution seeking real change in 
the political landscape of their land. In 
this process they are paying dearly in 
human and material terms. More than 
3000 Bahrainis remain incarcerated; hun-
dreds are not allowed back to their jobs, 
hundreds in exile and rising number being 
liquidated in the process. The Revolution 
is here to stay. That is what most Bahrai-
nis would say despite their agony and 
lack of real prospect of good life under 
the present dictatorship. Torture is ram-
pant and UN Special Rapporteurs on tor-
ture, civil and political rights and rights of 
women and children remain banned from 
entering the country. Yet the determina-
tion of Bahrainis grows by the day as 
people gradually realise the futility of 
pinning any hopes on a regime that has 
become rotten to the core. As Bahraini 
human rights activities remain vigilant at 
the prospects of more deception by 
Alkhalifa regime the prospect of more 
serious approach to political and econom-
ic change is gradually developing.  
The domestic and regional power shifts 
are forcing everyone to re-think its strate-
gies. While Egypt has remained in the 
grip of the military following their notori-
ous coup against the people’s will, other 
countries are feeling the reverberations all 
over the Arab World. With the Syrian 
crisis apparently receding, the crisis in 
Iraq has awakened the Muslim Ummah 
that it needs to act fast to spare its own 
existence the prospect of total extinction. 
The choices are limited, but for Bahraini 
people they have to side with the right-
eous and champion the noble causes. This 
is achievable but only with strong deter-
mination on the part of neighbouring 
countries who are fearful of the spread of 
the extremist evil. Bahrainis will remain 
vigilant for the time being as other wars 
are being systematically spread and en-
couraged. The solution is simple; let the 
Alkahlifa leave Bahrain to Bahrainis in 
order to achieve peace, security and deep-
er assurance. 
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As the world prepares to mark the Interna-
tional Day in Support of Victims of Tor-
ture tomorrow (26th June) both Bahrain 
and Saudi Arabia are accused of most se-
vere torture regimes in the region. The 
“systematic” torture of Bahrainis has con-
tinued unabated since the Saudi occupa-
tion of Bahrain in mid-March 2011, thanks 
to the support by UK’s FCO and its shield-
ing of the tribal junta. The Saudis are no-
torious for total disregard of human rights. 
Today, an article in The Times, by Roger 
Boyes titled: “Time to tell the Saudis some 
home truths”   calls on UK to rethink its 
policy of appeasement to Saudi Arabia. 
According to the article, Saudi Arabia has 
supported terrorists in Syria and Iraq.  This 
policy has become a threat to UK’s nation-
al security with more than 400 British 
citizens have joined the wars in Syria and 
will become battle-hardened. The writer 
criticises the Government for keeping tight 
lips on Saudi involvement in financing and 
encouraging terror.  
To mark the International Day in Support 
of Victims of Torture, Bahrainis have or-
ganized several activities inside and out-
side the country.  Tomorrow AlWefaq will 
hold a rally outside UN House in Manama 
in support of torture victims. Lord Ave-
bury, the Vice-Chairman of the Parliamen-
tary Human Rights Group will hold a 
Press Conference at the House of Lords 
with testimonies from torture victims. 
Other activities include a protest outside  
Downing Street on Saturday and a photo  

exhibition at Marble Arch. 
The plight of Bahrainis under Alkhalifa 
regime is gradually becoming bleaker. 
Yesterday the photographer, Hussain Hu-
bail, was given five years jail for protesting 
against dictatorship and spreading news of 
it atrocities. The regime, meanwhile, has 
intensified its attacks on Bahrainis. 
Hussain Mohammad Eid, from Nuwaidrat, 
who is stricken with sickle-cell disease was 
arrested yesterday and his equipment con-
fiscated by members of Death Squads who 
raided his house. 
Yesterday The Guardian published an arti-
cle titled: “Saudis and Egypt among big-
gest markets for UK arms despite human 
rights breaches”. It  said: Britain's biggest 
arms market last year was Saudi Arabia, 
with the government approving £1.6bn 
worth of exports, including "components 
for military equipment for initiating explo-
sives", "equipment for the production of 
machine guns", "CS hand grenades", 
"components for water cannons", and "tear 
gas/ irritant ammunition". British officials 
also approved the export to Egypt of £51m 
worth of arms, including assault rifles, 
pistols and components for military vehi-
cles and aircraft. The arms sales figures are 
taken from government reports and collat-
ed by the Campaign Against the Arms 
Trade (CAAT), which estimates that the 
UK last year approved arms deals worth 
£2bn to oppressive regimes. 
On 19th June Xinhua News Agency issued 
a report titled: “Bahrain bans local students 

from receiving foreign scholarship”. The 
article said that Bahrain banned its private 
educational institutions, unless with a 
"written consent" from the authorities, 
from accepting foreign scholarships or 
participating in training workshops or con-
ferences held by foreign parties. The new 
rule says that private universities should 
obtain "a written consent issued by the 
Ministry of Education's competent authori-
ties" before accepting foreign scholarships 
and training workshops' staff. 
On Tuesday 24th June, Alkhalifa kangaroo 
court sentenced four Bahrainis to three 
years jail for opposing the regime claiming 
that they had Molotov bottles in their pos-
session. Five people were sentenced to 
three years for protesting against regime. 
The sentence of 15 years passed earlier on 
a Bahraini from Al Ekr Town was upheld 
by Alkhalifa court. 
Ten people were arrested on Monday from 
various parts of the country. From Hamad 
Town, Sayed Alawi Sayed Nasser was 
abducted by members of Death Squads and 
taken to undisclosed location. From Kar-
zakkan Town, Ali Isa Abdul Hassan was 
snatched from his home in the early hours 
of yesterday. He is the son of the martyr 
whose smashed skull remains a symbol of 
Alkhalifa reign of terror. Three people 
were arrested from JidHafs Town, among 
them is Ali Al Sheikh, brother of martyr 
Abbas Al Sheikh. 

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
25th June 2014 

Saudi Arabia accused of supporting terror 
Bahrain blasted for HR abuses, UK criticised for supplying arms 

In a significant development a meeting 
between the foreign ministers of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) and their Eu-
ropean Union (EU) counterparts scheduled 
for June 23 has been cancelled. The Saudi 
Al Arabiya TV said that the GCC can-
celled the meeting in Luxemburg to pro-
test a statement by several European coun-
tries on the human rights situation in Bah-
rain, read out at the UN Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) session in Geneva last 
week. Citing GCC diplomatic sources it 
did not identify, Al Arabiya on Monday 
16th June said that GCC Secretary-General 
Abdul Lateef Al Zayani had informed EU 
foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton 
about the cancellation. 
In a blatant rebuke of international opin-
ion, the Alkhalifa regime yesterday pre-
vented the world renowned human rights 
activist, Nabeel Rajab, from leaving the 
country twice. When Mr Rajab tried to 
take a flight to Geneva yesterday morning 
he was told that he was banned from trav-
el. Later in the day he attempted to cross 
the Saudi-Bahraini causeway but he was 
also stopped. He was allowed to leave 
later after frantic efforts by international 
human rights activists, including the office 
of the UN High Commission. Nabeel Ra-

jab was released last month after two years 
incarceration for his anti-regime activities.  
As the current session of the Human Rights 
Council in Geneva progresses, it became 
clear that the petro-dollar influence had 
sunk in and Bahrain was not listed for de-
bate despite the sour experience of the UN 
team that visited the country two months 
ago. In her address to the current session of 
the Human rights Council, Navi Pillay 
failed to mention Bahrain in the context of 
human rights violations. There was a feel-
ing of great disappointment among the 
NGOs attending the session. 
Yesterday, Alkhalifa court sentenced many 
activists to lengthy jail sentences for op-
posing regime’s dictatorship. One of them, 
Abd Ali Al Singace, 45, was given ten 
years despite the lack of credible evidence 
against him. He is the brother of Dr Abdul 
Jalil Al Singace, one of the 13 leading fig-
ures behind bars. From Maqaba Town, 
twenty Bahrainis were sentenced to be-
tween 3 and 10 years for taking part in anti
-regime protests. One of them is Ahmad Al 
Zaaki who was sentenced to three years. 
The Prosecution ordered 60 days detention 
for Sayed Hadi Al Alawi from Sitra pend-
Mohammed and Ahmed Al Alawi who has 
ing investigation. He is the brother of been  

EU-GCC meeting cancelled as Bahrain’s HR record exposed in Geneva 
in jail for long period. 
On Sunday 15th June Zahi Abdul Hadi was 
snatched from his car and taken to un-
known destination. Another Bahraini had 
been snatched by Death Squads ten days 
ago but there have been no news of his 
whereabouts or what has happened to him. 
Mustafa Bahar’s fate is worrying his fami-
ly and fears for his safety are growing. 
Mustafa was severely injured in 2011. 
Yesterday six youths were snatched from 
their homes in Duraz Town during raids by 
members of Death Squads. Five others 
from Bani Jamra Town were also abduct-
ed. 
On 17 June 2014, Americans for Democra-
cy and Human Rights in Bahrain 
(ADHRB) hosted an event alongside the 
26th Session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council titled, "Slaving Away: Mi-
grant Labour Exploitation and Human 
Trafficking in the Gulf." The event, which 
focused on migrant labour rights and hu-
man trafficking in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states of Bahrain, Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia, coincided with the 
launch of a new ADHRB report on the ill-
treatment of migrant workers in GCC 
countries. 

Continued on Page 3 
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held at the notorious CID torture centre. 
The Bahrain Centre for Human Rights 
(BCHR) has issued a statement expressing 
concern about the health of an activist who 
had been subjected to most horrific treat-
ment. BCHR said that the family of Redha 
Al Ghasra had contacted them and told 
them that their son faced the prospect of 
attracting a serious infectious disease. He 
has been placed at a cell with another in-
mate who has Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 
which is highly infectious. This comes 
after AlGhasra had already been subjected 
to different types of harassment, ill-
treatment and reported torture. 
Amnesty International has issued an Ur-
gent Action to highlight the plight of a 
Saudi national sentenced recently to death 
for an alleged crime that he had not com-
mitted. Ali Mohammad Baqir Al Nimr was 
seventeen when he allegedly committed 
these “crimes” including participating in a 
demonstration against the government, 
attacking security forces, possessing a ma-
chine-gun and armed robbery. The court 
has based its decision on singed 
“confessions” which had been extracted 
under torture. AI called  for investigation 
into allegations of torture, to observe the 
rights of Mr Al Nimr who falls within the 
children category and establish immediate-
ly an official moratorium on all executions 
with a view to abolishing death sentences. 

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
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his home at the town of Maqaba to join his 
cousins; Hussain and Mohammad Sahwan. 
The boy has only three exams to finish be-
fore he transfers to the secondary school. 
but he was denied the right to complete 
them. He is a player in Bahrain’s national 
team. His cousin, Hussain Sahwan, missed 
four exams to finish his secondary school. 
Yesterday a judge decided to hold him for 
45 day. 
On 5th June Alkhalifa court sentence four 
Bahrainis to life imprisonment on trumpet-
ed charges. The regime alleged that they 
had participated in the killing of an Asian 
worker and that they are members of illegal 
organisation. They insisted that they had 
nothing to do with the crime and that their 
sentence is based on pre-prepared 
“confessions” signed under extreme forms 
of torture. 
The ill-treatment by regime’s torturers has 
forced Ali Al Singace to go on hunger 
strike. He started his action ten years ago 
demanding his right to sufficient medical 
care for his ailments that are direct result of 
torture including back pain, broken nose 
and fractured knee. Three years ago he was 
sentenced to death on trumpeted charges. 
Among the recently detained Bahrainis is 
Ali Al Aryash, from Duraz who disap-
peared few days ago. Yesterday he was 
allowed to make a brief phone call from the 
torture centre at Al Adliya. Another 
snatched Bahraini is Jassim Mohammad his 
family to tell them that he was being Ab-
dulla, 27, from Al Malikiya. He called  

47 countries condemn regime, AI wants Saudis to stop execution of child 

  
For the first time in the history of the Hu-
man Rights Council (HRC), many coun-
tries have signed up to a statement con-
demning Bahrain’s serious violations of 
human rights. While attempting to appear 
neutral the statement acknowledged 
regime’s attempts to show the world that it 
is implementing certain recommendations, 
but the statement is critical of most aspects 
of human rights that continue to be violat-
ed. Any spectator with an open mind will 
see that the Alkhalifa have received strong 
blows despite Saudi and British attempts 
to shield them from international condem-
nation. On behalf of the European Union, 
Greece told HRC that Bahrain should al-
low office of High Commissioner of Hu-
man Rights to operate in Bahrain with full 
mandate. 
The statement said: the human rights situa-
tion in Bahrain remains an issue of serious 
concern to us. We are concerned about the 
increases in long sentences for exercising 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly 
and of association and the lack of suffi-
cient guarantee of fair trial. We are con-
cerned about the repression of demonstra-
tions. There are also concerns that peace-
ful demonstrations are frequently disrupt-
ed by a minority of violent demonstrators. 
In response to the anticipated statement 
the regime had escalated its repression of 
Bahrainis. A 15-years boy was arrested 
this week as he was preparing for his ex-
ams. Yousuf Sahwan was snatched from 

viduals and institutions had received assis-
tance to be trained outside the country. 
The U.S. embassy in Bahrain, which has 
backed the controversial plan, titled the 
Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI), 
said that their program has benefited all 
segments of Bahraini society. 
"Senior government officials, members of 
parliament, prominent journalists and lead-
ers of commerce and industry have all 
participated in our exchange programs and 
praised them publicly," the embassy said 
in a statement. 
"MEPI's activities are not covert, nor are 
they designed -- as erroneously alleged -- 
to 'alter the internal politics' of the coun-
tries where the program works," it added. 

The embassy said that all the programs 
had helped the locals network and partner 
with like-minded colleagues from the 
United States and the region, and that the 
United States is committed to supporting 
Bahrain's efforts to achieve its economic, 
development, and reform goals. 

Bahrain bans local students from receiving foreign scholarships 
Xinhua News Agency June 19, 2014  
Bahrain bans local students from receiv-
ing foreign scholarship 
MANAMA, June 19 (Xinhua) -- Bahrain 
on Thursday banned its private education-
al institutions, unless with a "written con-
sent" from the authorities, from accepting 
foreign scholarships or participating in 
training workshops or conferences held 
by foreign parties. 
The new rule says that private universities 
should obtain "a written consent issued 
by the Ministry of Education's competent 
authorities" before accepting foreign 
scholarships and training workshops' 
staff. 
The move follows after Bahrain's King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifah 
ordered an inquiry into a 
report that revealed a U.S. 
government's pro-active 
campaign for regime change 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa region. 
About a week ago weekly 
publication Middle East 
Briefing revealed a five-page 
report of "secret" U.S. for-
eign policies to support the 
Muslim Brotherhood and 
other rebellious movements 
in the region since 2010. The 
report said that some indi-

EU-GCC meeting cancelled 
 Continued  from Page 2 

In another serious development, the 
regime’s supreme civil court has upheld 
an earlier decision to dissolve the Schol-
ars Council for refusing to condone 
regime’s atrocities. The latest decision 
claims that the Council is “engaged in 
political activities outside any official 
monitoring”. This is yet another repres-
sive decision intended to keep the lid on 
any independent civil activism. 
Meanwhile the regime has intensified its 
attacks on civil liberties and citizens 
rights by resorting to institutionalise re-
pression. Yesterday, the regime’s Shura 
council approved an order by the ruling 
family to strip native Bahrainis off their 
nationality if they opposed the hereditary 
dictatorship or stayed outside the country 
for five years. The interior minister has 
the right to exempt regime’s supporters 
from these rules. 

 Bahrain Freedom Movement 
18th June 2014 



Voice of Bahrain/269/4 

military protection. The deal was sealed 
when the president gave the king a person-
al plane with a throne that rotated in the 
direction of Mecca. 
That arrangement has become very shaky. 
We continue to count on the Saudis to hold 
down oil prices. Thanks to shale, however, 
the US is moving towards energy inde-
pendence. It also appears ready to accept a 
limited Iranian nuclear programme and to 
co-operate with Tehran, at least tacitly, in 
Iraq. The US military shield, meanwhile, 
has become less credible. For the Saudis, 
the turning point came last year when 
Washington failed to order strikes against 
Bashar Assad after he used chemical weap-
ons: the Saudis lost all hope of a western-
led military response. 
Since then little has been able to bridge the 
gap between us. How then to formulate 
policy towards our frenemy? Since we re-
tain a sliver of influence within the very 
nervous House of Saud, we should use it. 
Sir Andrew Green, a former ambassador to 
the kingdom, said in a valedictory dispatch 
to his Foreign Office masters: “The knack, 
I believe, is to keep Saudi Arabia out of the 
British press.” That should stop. It is a rela-
tionship that needs to be exposed to sun-

Time to tell the Saudis some home truths 
Saudi Arabia’s wealth should not 

buy our silence. Its funding of 
jihadists threatens our security 

 
By Roger Boyes, The Times 25 June 
Ever since the Prince of Wales dressed 
up to perform a sword dance in the de-
sert in February, it has been clear that 
Saudi Arabia remains a good customer 
for British weaponry. The pricing dis-
pute on the latest batch of Typhoon jets 
has been settled, the orders are flowing 
and 5,000 jobs in Lancashire are safe. 
Good customers, however, do not al-
ways make good allies. Over the past 
year Saudi Arabia has been working 
against our interests. The kingdom is 
still, of course, part of western security 
thinking. And much of the unravelling of 
the Middle East can be blamed on cack-
handed US policy that has alienated just 
about every major friend in the region. 
Yet Saudi disaffection, its pivot away 
from the United States and the West, has 
become one of the great unspoken fea-
tures of the unfolding crises in Syria, 
Iraq and beyond. 
Consider the facts: Saudi money topping 
up the coffers of insurgents in Syria and 
Iraq; Saudi jihadists easily outnumbering 
fighters from other foreign countries; 
Saudi Salafi preachers encouraging 
young men (in Britain and throughout 
Europe) to take up arms against Shia 
Muslims and unbelievers. We worry 
about British jihadis but it is Saudis, 
some of them veterans of Afghanistan, 
Chechnya and Bosnia, who dominate the 
foreign fighter community. There are at 
least 1,200 Saudi jihadists in the field, 
and perhaps as many as 2,000. Obituary 
notices suggest 300 Saudis have been 
killed in action in the past year. That’s a 
travelling army, and although they are 
enlisted with different forces — Jabhat 
al-Nusra, Isis and the more moderate 
Islamic Front — there is no comparison 
with the amateurs who typify the British 
contribution to this nasty war. 
It is Saudi anger, framed by preachers as 
a defence of Mecca, that is driving the 
battle. Officially the Saudi government 
denounces Jabhat al-Nusra and Isis as 
terrorists, and threatens jail sentences to 
returning jihadists. In reality the authori-
ties have done little to stem the flow of 
funds from wealthy donors and charita-
ble foundations to the gunmen. 
Saudi Arabia was never an easy ally — 
15 out of 19 of the 9/11 conspirators 
were from Saudi Arabia — but it had a 
straightforward compact with the West. 
When President Roosevelt met King 
Abdul Aziz on a warship in the Suez 
canal in 1945, Saudi Arabia (the world’s 
biggest oil producer) pledged to provide 
energy security for the West in return for 

light. Otherwise our alliance will be de-
fined solely by craven mercantilism. 
Typically the latest Foreign Office hu-
man rights report soft-soaps the king-
dom, a “country of concern”, and con-
cludes there is little Britain can do about 
its horrific record of public executions in 
what might as well be called Decapistan. 
“We currently focus our efforts on en-
couraging Saudi Arabia to apply the EU 
minimum standards for capital punish-
ments,” says the Foreign Office. 
No wonder Isis proudly presents to its 
Saudi and Gulf donors the numbers of 
beheadings successfully completed in the 
last accounting year. We have to speak 
plainly, the West to the kingdom, the 
kingdom to us. Stop private money flow-
ing to terrorists. We jointly have to 
squash the idea, encouraged by Saudi 
clerics, that Iraq should be turned into a 
showdown between Sunnis and Shia 
Muslims. Saudi Arabia became our ally 
because it guaranteed the oil that kept our 
economies moving. Now its actions are 
destabilising Iraq, which has the world’s 
second largest oil reserves. That’s not 
what we agreed when King Abdul Aziz 
got his airborne throne. 

Americans for Democracy and Human Rights in Bahrain (ADHRB), along with the 
Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD), the Bahrain Human Rights Ob-
servatory, and the Bahrain Center for Human Rights, in coordination with CIVICUS, 
the Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), Freedom House, Reporters without Borders 
(RSF), Redress, and Human Rights Watch (HRW), held a parallel event in Geneva at 
the 26th Session of the Human Rights Council. The event, entitled “Concrete Steps: 
The Need for HRC Action on Human Rights in Bahrain,” examined what action 
should be taken at the Human Rights Council to address the urgent human rights situa-
tion in Bahrain. Panelists included Mr. Nabeel Rajab, Mr. Mohammed al-Tajer, Mr. 
Joe Stork, Ms. Esmat al-Mousawi, and Ms. Julie Gromellon. The panel was moderated 
by Mr. Husain Abdulla, the executive director of ADHRB.  
On 17 June 2014, ADHRB hosted an event alongside the 26th Session of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council titled, "Slaving Away: Migrant Labor Exploitation and 
Human Trafficking in the Gulf." The event, which focused on migrant labor rights and 
human trafficking in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states of Bahrain, Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia, coincided with the launch of a new ADHRBreport of the same name.  

BIRD and ADHRB host Concrete Steps event at  HRC   
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