
The diplomatic and human rights worlds 
have been shocked by the event that hap-
pened on 2nd October 2018 in Turkey. A 
Saudi national, Jamal Khashoggi, walked 
into his country's consulate in Istanbul to 
complete divorce procedures. Minutes later 
he was dead. How did that happen? Who 
did it? And how will that single event in-
fluence the future of the desert kingdom 
remain to be explored further.  The facts as 
they stand are: Mr Khashoggi was brutally 
murdered by merciless killers. All indica-
tions are that the killing was sanctioned by 
the crown prince, Mohammad bin Salman 
(MBS) and that a team of 15 killer had 
been dispatched on two planes that had 
landed that day. The Saudis first denied 
that Khashoggi had been killed, but 18 
days later they confessed to the crime in a 
way that added more complications. It was 
seen a cheap way to cover up for MBS and 
lay the blame on his close lieutenants. The 
Americans, in the person of Mr Trump, 
have been attempting to sideline the crime, 
shield their closest ally in the world and 
deflect the attention from the sour reality of 
a rouge regime that has wreaked havoc on 
the region and the world for decades. Now 
is the hour or reckoning. If the world 
wakes up to its moral duties and make a 
stand, the future may become less violent, 
extreme or blood-soaked. The people of the 
region have done their part of the struggle 
to unseat these dictatorships but the West 
has remained not only indifferent but more 
accommodating of those killer regimes. 
The onus is now on the West to show 
brinkmanship to save the region, and the 
world from the claws of these killer beasts, 
whether in Riyadh, Manama or Abu Dhabi. 
The crime has awakened the world to the 
reality of today's Saudi Arabia which has 
been allowed to carry out unprecedented 
crimes for so long. The subsequent devel-
opments of the case have given impetus to 
those calling for regime change not only in 
Saudi Arabia but in other GCC countries 
esepcailly those with bleak human rights 
records. Bahrain stands out as the most 
vicious dictatorship in that region despite 
the continued British support of the Alkha-
lifa torturers. Those who have taken bellig-
erent approach to the pro-democracy activ-
ists must feel partially responsible for the 
moral and political mayhem created by the 
criminal activities of the Saudi and Alkha-
lifa regimes. Even when the MBS’s direct 
role in Khaghoggi’s murder became clear, 

Alkhalifa mouthpiece (their foreign min-
ister) expressed unyielding support to the 
Saudi regime. He feels indebted to Ri-
yadh for remaining in power after the 
Arab Spring and the people’s revolution 
demanding regime change. Their media 
also hailed the Saudi regime and attacked 
those who “target” its leadership and 
smear their reputation. They know that if 
the Saudis go down, they will follow 
them immediately. The natives dislike 
their regime and have, over the past 100 
years, engaged in many uprisings de-
manding an end to what they see as 
“Alkhalifa occupation” of their country. 
Since 2011 they became a satellite agent 
for Riyadh, towing its political and reli-
gious lines and arresting any native Bah-
raini for criticising the Saudi crimes 
against the people of the Arabian penin-
sula and Yemen. 
The Bahrainis have long raised the ban-
ner of rejection of the Saudi criminal 
actions in the region. Since their country 
was invaded and occupied by the Saudis 
and the Emiratis, they have protested 
outside the Saudi London embassy every 
week. They presented several demands; 
that the Saudis and Emiratis withdrew 
their forces from Bahrain, stop the illegal 
war on Yemen, replace the hereditary 
dictatorships with democratic systems 
and that the West changed its supportive 
policies of these criminal regimes. Bah-
rainis have all along held the view that 
change would come and that the tyranny, 
dictatorship and injustice would eventu-
ally be defeated. They also held the view 
that the real nature of the Saudi and 
Alkhalifa regimes would be exposed to 
the world and that they would be vindi-
cated for resisting the Saudi expansion-
ism, extremism and barbarism. They 
braved the cold weather, the abuse from 
the Saudi agents and the harassment of 
some police officers and insisted on their 
peaceful protest that attracted sympathis-
ers as well as critical people. For seven 
years Bahrainis, inside and outside the 
country have clung to their demand that 
the Saudis must leave Bahrain and allow 
its people to determine their own destiny. 
Their presence is considered an illegal 
occupation that must immediatel and 
unconditionally. This presence has im-
peded the march to democracy and ena-
bled the ruling family to wreak havoc on 
the people. More than 750 natives have 

had their nationality revoked by the occu-
piers since 2012. Thousands of foreigners 
have been imported to help change the 
demographic balance and undermined the 
native population. 
The Saudis must be severely pensalised 
for their crimes not only against Jamal 
Khashoggi but also the people of Yemen, 
Iraq, Syria, Egypt and Bahrain. The ille-
gal war on Yemen must was waged by 
MBS and has claimed the lives of more 
than 30,000 innocent civilians including 
women and children. It led to enormous 
suffering, spread of diseases including 
cholera and typhoid and started a famine 
that will affect half the population. The 
country has been under severe blockade; 
food and medicine have dwindled as the 
casualties of war mounted. Both USA and 
UK are directly involved in this illegal 
war and their support of MBS will lead to 
serious political and moral embarrass-
ment. As UN investigation into the Saudi 
war crimes both countries have become 
wary of their involvement in this illegal 
war. It is hoped that the blood of Khasog-
gi will lead to an immediate and uncondi-
tional war. If that happens it will signal 
the most humiliating defeat of the Saudis. 
This will add to their other defeats. Last 
year they committed another serious 
crime but the world remained silent on 
that crime. In an unprecedented crimes, 
the Saudis detained the Lebanese prime 
minister, Sa’ad Al Hariri on his fateful 
visit to Riyadh. Mr Hariri was beaten up 
by MBS’s lieutenants who have been 
identified as participants in the torture and 
killing of Khashoggi. Detaining the prime 
minister of another country is a diplomat-
ic debacle but the world chose to turn a 
blind eye. MBS was emboldened by this 
indifference. He then targeted Qatar in a 
move that failed to achieve his ambitious 
plan of humiliating Doha leaders into 
submission. He had also threatened to 
destabilise Iran by fomenting unrest 
among its people. None of these adven-
tures has succeeded. Khashoggi’s murder 
has motivated the world to take awaken to 
the realities of the Gulf dictators. It is now 
time to support the pro-democracy move-
ments that aspire to better alternative po-
litical systems. Decades have been lost 
which could have been utilised to change 
he political face of the Middle East to 
reflect progress in terms of democracy 
and human rights. We need to start now. 

Khashoggi’s murder places Saudis, partners in the firing line 
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The international anger at the Saudi crimi-
nal behaviour has intensified following 
their repeated lies and deceptive tactics in 
the case of Jamal Khashoggi who was 
killed on 2nd October. Despite American 
attempts to water down the world's reac-
tion, the Turkish strategy of trapping them 
into disclosing the role of their senior fig-
ures appears to be working for now. There 
is also realisation that crown prince Mo-
hammad bin Salman (MBS) has failed in 
almost all his adventures. His war on 
Yemen has trapped him and his allies in 
the quagmire of destruction, famine and 
death. His action against Qatar has not 
only exposed the limitations of Saudi pow-
er and influence but helped to strengthen 
the Qatar-Turkey-Iran axis. The botched 
plan to influence Lebanese status quo by 
arresting and humiliating prime minister 
Sa'ad AlHariri went disastrously wrong 
and helped Lebanese groups whom the 
Saudis wanted to undermine. MBS's outra-
geous arrest of senior members of the 
House of Saud and hold them prisoners at 
the Ritz-Carlton hotel in Riyadh had 
sealed his eventual fate. Then came the 
kidnap, killing and dismemberment of 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi to expose a 
maniac who must not be trusted by the 
world. 
Following the speech by President Er-
dogan of Turkey yesterday, the noose has 
tightened further around the neck of an 
embattled regime that turned Saudi Arabia 
into a failed pariah state. The economic 
summit "Davos in Desert" has become the 
first major casualty of MBS's reckless 
adventurism. The longer the departure of 
MBS from the scene, the stronger will the 
calls for total regime change in the Arabi-
an Peninsula. This is what the Bahrainis 
have been calling for since their 14th Feb-
ruary Revolution and the subsequent Saudi
-Emirati invasion of Bahrain. It seems that 

every step MBS took had backfired. When 
he summoned members of the Khashoggi's 
family including his son, Salah to "offer 
condolences" at his father's palace, the 
world stood in horror at the images of the 
meeting between the killers and the vic-
tims. It was outrageously cruel to treat the 
grief-stricken family in this manner. MBS 
has demonstrated, beyond any doubt that 
time has come for the downfall of the 
House of Saud. 
Yesterday Amnesty International issued a 
statement titled: Saudi Arabia: 10 things 
you need to know about a kingdom of cru-
elty: Devastating war in Yemen, Relentless 
crackdown on peaceful activists, journal-
ists and academics, Arrests of women’s 
rights defenders, Executions, Punishments 
that are cruel, inhuman or degrading, Rou-
tine torture in custody, Systematic discrim-
ination against women, Entrenched reli-
gious discrimination, ‘What happens in the 
Kingdom, stays in the Kingdom’ and Jamal 
Khashoggi’s murder. 
Human rights activists have expressed rage 
at the extradition of a young Bahraini to 
Alkhalifa torturers. On Saturday 20th Oc-
tober the Dutch authorities deported Ali Al 
Shuwaikh to Bahrain where he was arrest-
ed and taken to the torture chambers. There 
are fears that he would be abused by the 
dictator's henchmen. The Dutch govern-
ment is responsible for any harm that may 
befall him. 
Bahrain's tyrant has ordered the arrest of 
Mohammad Al Khatam for protesting 
against his unemployment. In the past two 
months Mr Al Khatam has been asking for 
a job to feed his wife and four children 
after he had been unlawfully sacked. He 
had been repeatedly detained and tortured. 
Alkhalifa dictators use employment as a 
weapon against those who oppose the re-
gime. 
On 18th October nine NGOs including the 

Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democra-
cy (BIRD), wrote to the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights and UN Ex-
perts, urging them to publicly condemn the 
reprisals against women human rights de-
fenders. On 14th October several of them 
started a hunger strike to protest their de-
grading treatment at Isa Town Prison, The 
rights groups have also publicly expressed 
“grave concern for the total inefficacy of 
Bahrain’s human rights mechanisms”, and 
urged the High Commissioner to intervene 
in the case by calling “for the end of these 
punitive measures as well as the immediate 
and unconditional release of the three ac-
tivists.” Their demands include: Removing 
the barriers separating them from their 
families during visits,   Allowing adequate 
time outside the cell, given that inmates 
are currently locked in for 23 hours and 
Restoring the three weekly phone calls 
which, after the assault, have been reduced 
to two. Also an inmate Hani Marhoon has 
been on hunger strike demanding medical 
care for his many ailments for which he 
has been receiving meagre treatment. To-
day his condition worsened after 11 days 
of hunger and has been transferred to the 
clinic.  
Education International’s Executive Board 
has named Jalila al Salman, a lifelong 
teacher and trade unionist who has dedicat-
ed her life to education, and to represent-
ing teachers in Bahrain, as the recipient of 
the Mary Hatwood Futrell Human and 
Trade Union Rights Prize. The prize is for 
her outstanding engagement and courage 
in promoting education for all. Following 
democracy protests in Bahrain in February 
2011, al Salman was unjustly imprisoned 
for six months. She was threatened, beaten 
and subjected to acts of humiliation and 
torture by the authorities for her trade un-
ion activities.  

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
24th October 2018  

Time for killer Saudi and Alkhalifa regimes to go 

Calls are mounting for regime change in 
Saudi Arabia following the murder of 
Jamal Khashoggi. Many senior politi-
cians, including Americans, have given 
hope of any possibility to reform the Sau-
di regime and that time has come for it to 
go. Mohammad bin Salman (MBS), 
widely believed to be behind the crime, 
is particularly vulnerable and many insist 
that he must go. While MBS’s role in 
Khashoggi’s murder has been widely 
mentioned, his involvement in other mur-
ders has not been exposed. He is respon-
sible for killing under-aged Ali Al Ribh 
and Sheikh Nimr Al Nimr. He was pre-
paring to kill Mrs Israa Al Ghagham for 
her human rights work, Sheikh Farhan Al 
Maliki, Sheikh Salman Al Awdah and 
others for their opinions. 
The Saudis have never  been so much 
squeezed morally and politically as they 
have been in the past two weeks. The 
true nature of the regime ruling over the 
Arabian peninsula has been exposed to 

the Western world which has been largely 
been misinformed by its politicians and 
media. The crime that the Saudis have just 
committed by using diplomatic premises 
to kidnap, murder, dismember and hide 
the prominent journalist, Jamal Khashog-
gi, could not have been anticipated even 
by those capable of wild imaginations. 
They have united the world, including 
their staunchest allies, in expressing dis-
gust, condemnation and disbelief. But the 
truth would eventually come out and their 
criminal record would be laid bare for all 
to see. Since 2014 the Saudis executed 
and beheaded at least 640 people, accord-
ing to Reprieve. These do not include 
those murdered in cold blood in the East-
ern Province or the 30,000 Yemenis 
butchered in their 42 months aggression 
on that country. The facts presented so 
far, including those obtained by the Turks 
when they inspected the Saudi Consulate 
in Istanbul, the American president in his 
call to the Saudi king and his secretary of 

Time for regime change in Arabia after Khashoggi savage murder 
state in his visit to Riyadh and the infor-
mation that the victim's fiancé, Khadija 
Cengaze, confirm that the Saudis had 
kidnapped Mr Khashoggi, interrogated 
him before cutting his body to pieces.  
For the first time in recent memory major 
international companies have decided to 
boycott a Saudi conference, known as 
"Davos in the desert," organized by MBS. 
These include: JP Morgan (JPM) CEO 
Jamie Dimon and the heads of America's 
top investment firms — Blackrock (BLK) 
and Blackstone . Top executives at Ford 
(F) and MasterCard (MA) have also 
pulled out, and Google (GOOGL) said 
Tuesday that the head of its cloud compu-
ting business wouldn't participate in the 
event either. Three of Europe's top bank-
ers — the CEOs of HSBC (HSBC), Cred-
it Suisse (CS) and Standard Chartered 
(SCBFF) — pulled out on Tuesday. The 
heads of the International Monetary Fund 
and the London Stock Exchange 
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source was quoted as saying. Bahrain’s 
international bond prices and currency 
have come under pressure this year as the 
country runs fiscal and current account 
deficits caused by low oil prices, misman-
agement and plundering of people's wealth 
by the tribal dictators. 
As the prospect of conducting a convincing 
election process recedes rapidly, Alkhalifa 
dictator has, once again, resorted to more 
repression, intimidation and revenge. 
Scores of native Bahraini youth have been 
rounded up and dumped at torture dun-
geons. Last week at least 20 were rounded 
up in vicious raids on homes in various 
locations. Among the new detainees are: 
Mahmooud Jaffar from Sitra, Mohammad 
Mushaima from Daith Town, Ali Hassan 
AlKhabbaz from Malikiya Town, Abdulla 
Al Sharqi (Jidhafs) and Ali AlAlwani from 
AlMusalla town. 
The Alkhalifa pseudo-elections have been 
dealt many blows. The regime imposed 
tight control over the electoral register, 
banning any group or person who has op-
posed the tribal dictatorship and spending 
lavishly to promote their agents and serv-
ants to stand for “election” to give the false 
impression of wide support of this immoral 
process. Yesterday, Al Wefaq society 
called for total boycott of this political 
show which is void of substance, morality 
or political worthiness. Sheikh Hussain Al 
Daihi, Al Wefaq’s Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral, addressed a press conference in cen-
tral London and declared not only the boy-
cott by their society, but also called for a 
total boycott by the people. Political socie-
ties are banned from contesting. 
Bahrain Freedom Movement 
10th October 2018 (info@vob.org, 
www.vob.org)                                                                                                                 

summary executions, Agnes Callamard. 
“An independent international investigation 
must immediately be launched into the 
events. Those responsible - perpetrators and 
masterminds - should be identified and 
brought to justice. We call on the Saudi and 
Turkish authorities to cooperate fully to 
resolve this case. 
The Saudi regime may execute one of the 
Shia Muslim scholars on trumpeted charg-
es. Sheikh Hassn Al Malki has languished 
behind bars for more than three years and 
faces 15 charges relating to his work as a 
scholar who reads history with critical eyes. 
He is falsely accused of instigating protests 
in Bahrain. He faces more than 15 charges 
mostly related to his work as a researcher in 
history. His critique of Islamic history has 
infuriated the rulers who prefer to preserve 
the distorted records of events which were 
written on orders of dictators and oppres-
sors. 
Continuing their policy of denying political 
prisoners proper medical care, Alkhalifa  
authorities in Bahrain are denying political 
prisoner Ali Hajji access to urgent medica-
tion. He is suffering various illnesses and 
needs urgent treatment. Other prisoners like 
Hassan Mushaima are also denied proper 
medical care. In recent weeks skin diseases 
have spread among the inmates and suspi-
cions are rife that infectious diseases may 
have been spread intentionally by the 
regime’s torturers to inflict maximum pain 
on native Bahrainis. 
As Bahrain’s economic situation deterio-
rates further, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates will soon sign an 
agreement to provide up to $10 billion 
(£7.7 billion) of financial support to Alkha-
lifa dictators.. “A Gulf decision at the high-
est levels was taken to start the execution 
steps for a programme to support the finan-
cial stability of Bahrain,” a diplomatic 

Anger at Saudis for killing Khashoggi, Alkhalifa detain more Bahrainis 
The world has reacted angrily to the kid-
nap and murder of Jamal Khashoggi by 
the Saudi regime. He is believed to have 
been killed on Tuesday 2nd October at the 
Saudi Consulate in Istanbul shortly after 
arriving to get official papers relating to 
his divorce. The Turkish reaction has, so 
far, been muted, confined to requests for 
more information about the Saudi journal-
ist, access to the Consulate and determin-
ing his fate. The Americans have also 
shown measured displeasure while UK has 
(in the words of Foreign Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt) sought "urgent answers over Jamal 
Khashoggi". He further added: "If media 
reports prove correct, we will treat the 
incident seriously - friendships depend on 
shared values."On Sunday 7th October 
Amnesty International's Middle East Di-
rector of Research, Lynn Maalouf, urged 
an independent probe into the case and 
said the perpetrators of the crime must be 
brought to justice, regardless of their posi-
tion. AI  stressed the murder is a major 
threat to human rights defenders and Saudi 
Arabia dissidents anywhere in the world. I 
urge the international community not to 
keep silent on the crackdown on Arab 
opposition and to exert pressure on Riyadh 
to provide a convincing clarification on 
Khashoggi's murder.  
Yesterday UN experts expressed their 
grave concern about the disappearance of 
Jamal Khashoggi, and called for a prompt 
independent and international investiga-
tion into the case. “We are deeply con-
cerned at the disappearance of Mr. 
Khashoggi, and at the allegations of state-
sponsored murder,” said the Chair-
Rapporteur of the Working Group on En-
forced or Involuntary Disappearances, 
Bernard Duhaime, the UN Special Rap-
porteur on freedom of expression, David 
Kaye, and the UN Special Rapporteur on 

(LNSTY) also decided not to go. They 
were joined Wednesday by the chairman 
of BNP Paribas (BNPQY), France's big-
gest bank.Meanwhile the UN Human 
Rights chief, Michelle Pachelet has urged 
Saudi Arabia and Turkey to reveal every-
thing they know about the disappearance 
and possible extra-judicial killing of 
Khashoggi. 
Instead of heeding the calls to change its 
behaviour in the light of the Saudi deba-
cle, Alkhalifa regime in Bahrain has act-
ed, as usual, with arrogance and defiance.  
In pursuance of their religious and sec-
tarian war on the native majority, Alkha-
lifa mercenaries detained the popular 
orator, Mahdi Sahwan for chanting reli-
gious lyrics that the regime would not 
approve of. Mr Sahwan has spent large 
part of his life languishing in jails for his 
religious lamentations and orations. Last 
year he spent six months at regime's 
torture dungeons following the bloody 
attack on the house of the most senior 
religious scholar, Sheikh Isa Qassim.  
In the early hours of Sunday 14th Octo-

ber, regime's mercenaries raided several 
houses in towns and villages. From Kar-
ranah they detained Mohammad Hussain, 
from Al Maqsha they arrested Hussain Ali 
Eid and Isa Mohammad Al Ma'tooq from 
Duraz. On Sunday 14th October, their 
court ordered the detention of native Bah-
raini, Hassan Al Sharqi for 15 days follow-
ing his arrest at Karranah Town two days 
earlier. Two students were detained by 
Alkhalifa regime on Saturday: Salman Mo-
hammad Salman, 17 and Ahmad Ibrahim 
Salman, 16 in a house raid. On Monday 
15th October the regime’s appeal court set 

4th November for a verdict against the 
leader of Alwefaq Shiekh Ali Salman in 
what has become known as the Qatar 
spying case.  The public prosecution ap-
pealed an acquittal decision in June 2018.  
The US State Department called for his 
release. The feeling of defeat may push 
Bahrain's dictator (the equivalent of MBS 
in his criminal behaviour) to try to save 
his skin by ordering the release of Sheikh 
Ali Salman. 
A senior religious figure has passed away 
leaving a country in constant turmoil. 
Sheikh Abdul Hussain Al Sitri was a 

prominent scholar who stood by the 
people and pushed for political reform. 
With other senior scholars, including 
Sheikh Isa Qassim, who is receiving 
medical treatment in London, he signed 
statements of political and religious 
nature. He also led prayers for the souls 
of martyrs in his hometown of Sitra. 
Memorial service and Quranic session 
will be held tonight in London. 

Bahrain Freedom Movement 
17th October 2018  
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lence. 
As a result, Arab governments 
have been given free rein to 
continue silencing the media at 
an increasing rate. There was a 
time when journalists believed 
the Internet would liberate in-
formation from the censorship 
and control associated with 
print media. But these govern-
ments, whose very existence 
relies on the control of infor-
mation, have aggressively 
blocked the Internet. They have 
also arrested local reporters and 
pressured advertisers to harm 

the revenue of specific publications. 
[Read Khashoggi’s last column for The 
Post before his disappearance in Arabic] 
There are a few oases that continue to em-
body the spirit of the Arab Spring. Qatar’s 
government continues to support interna-
tional news coverage, in contrast to its 
neighbors’ efforts to uphold the control of 
information to support the “old Arab or-
der.” Even in Tunisia and Kuwait, where 
the press is considered at least “partly free,” 
the media focuses on domestic issues but 
not issues faced by the greater Arab world. 
They are hesitant to provide a platform for 
journalists from Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Yemen. Even Lebanon, the Arab world’s 
crown jewel when it comes to press free-
dom, has fallen victim to the polarization 
and influence of pro-Iran Hezbollah. 
The Arab world is facing its own version of 
an Iron Curtain, imposed not by external 

Jamal Khashoggi: What the Arab world needs most is free expression 
actors but through domestic forces vying 
for power. During the Cold War, Radio 
Free Europe, which grew over the years 
into a critical institution, played an im-
portant role in fostering and sustaining 
the hope of freedom. Arabs need some-
thing similar. In 1967, the New York 
Times and The Post took joint ownership 
of the International Herald Tribune news-
paper, which went on to become a plat-
form for voices from around the world. 
My publication, The Post, has taken the 
initiative to translate many of my pieces 
and publish them in Arabic. For that, I 
am grateful. Arabs need to read in their 
own language so they can understand and 
discuss the various aspects and complica-
tions of democracy in the United States 
and the West. If an Egyptian reads an 
article exposing the actual cost of a con-
struction project in Washington, then he 
or she would be able to better understand 
the implications of similar projects in his 
or her community. 
The Arab world needs a modern version 
of the old transnational media so citizens 
can be informed about global events. 
More important, we need to provide a 
platform for Arab voices. We suffer from 
poverty, mismanagement and poor edu-
cation. Through the creation of an inde-
pendent international forum, isolated 
from the influence of nationalist govern-
ments spreading hate through propagan-
da, ordinary people in the Arab world 
would be able to address the structural 
problems their societies face. 

A note from Karen Attiah, Global Opin-
ions editor 
I received this column 
from Jamal Khashoggi’s 
translator and assistant 
the day after Jamal was 
reported missing in Istan-
bul. The Post held off 
publishing it because we 
hoped Jamal would come 
back to us so that he and I 
could edit it together. 
Now I have to accept: 
That is not going to hap-
pen. This is the last piece 
of his I will edit for The 
Post. This column perfectly captures his 
commitment and passion for freedom in 
the Arab world. A freedom he apparently 
gave his life for. I will be forever grateful 
he chose The Post as his final journal-
istic home one year ago and gave us the 
chance to work together. 
I was recently online looking at the 2018 
“Freedom in the World” report published 
by Freedom House and came to a grave 
realization. There is only one country in 
the Arab world that has been classified as 
“free.” That nation and Kuwait come 
second, with a classification of “partly 
free.” The rest of the countries in the 
Arab world are classified as “not free.” 
As a result, Arabs living in these coun-
tries are either uninformed or misin-
formed. They are unable to adequately 
address, much less publicly discuss, mat-
ters that affect the region and their day-to
-day lives. A state-run narrative domi-
nates the public psyche, and while many 
do not believe it, a large majority of the 
population falls victim to this false narra-
tive. Sadly, this situation is unlikely to 
change. 
The Arab world was ripe with hope dur-
ing the spring of 2011. Journalists, aca-
demics and the general population were 
brimming with expectations of a bright 
and free Arab society within their respec-
tive countries. They expected to be 
emancipated from the hegemony of their 
governments and the consistent interven-
tions and censorship of information. 
These expectations were quickly shat-
tered; these societies either fell back to 
the old status quo or faced even harsher 
conditions than before. 
My dear friend, the prominent Saudi 
writer Saleh al-Shehi, wrote one of the 
most famous columns ever published in 
the Saudi press. He unfortunately is 
now serving an unwarranted five-year 
prison sentence for supposed comments 
contrary to the Saudi establishment. The 
Egyptian government’s seizure of the 
entire print run of a newspaper, al-Masry 
al Youm, did not enrage or provoke a 
reaction from colleagues. These actions 
no longer carry the consequence of a 
backlash from the international commu-
nity. Instead, these actions may trigger 
condemnation quickly followed by si-

An ardent campaigner for the rights of 
women and girls in Bahrain and the re-
gion, she has been an active representa-
tive and contributor to the Education In-
ternational (EI) World Women’s Confer-
ence, UN Commission on the Status of 
Women and other meetings to advance 
the goal of equality for women and girls. 
Under al Salman’s leadership, the Bahrain 
Teachers Association (BTA) is a recog-
nised and vital member of the EI global 
trade union family. She continues to work 
to ensure a voice for Bahrain's teachers 
within EI. She has also contributed to 
efforts to build EI's regional structures for 
member organisations within the Arab 
countries in the Middle East. 
Al Salman’s struggle for freedom and 
Justice was also recognised by Amnesty 

International in 2012, and she 
was honoured with the Nation-
al Association of Schoolmas-
ters Union of Women Teach-
ers’ International Solidarity 
Award in 2013 on behalf of 
teachers in the UK. In 2015, 
she was awarded the prestig-
ious, Norwegian Arthur 
Svensson International Prize 
for Trade Union Rights. 

Education International’s Executive Board 
has named Jalila al Salman, a lifelong 
teacher and trade unionist who has dedi-
cated her life to education, and to repre-
senting teachers in Bahrain, as the recipi-
ent of the Mary Hatwood Futrell Human 
and Trade Union Rights Prize for her out-
standing engagement and courage in pro-
moting education for all. 
Following democracy protests in Bahrain 
in February 2011, al Salman was unjustly 
imprisoned for six months. She was threat-
ened, beaten and subject to acts of humili-
ation and torture by the authorities because 
of her trade union activities.  
In defiance of the restrictions imposed on 
her, al Salman has fought, without hesita-
tion, for the rights of teachers in Bahrain 
to organise free from political interference. 
She has challenged the authori-
ties in Bahrain to fully respect 
the rights of teachers in accord-
ance with International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) conventions.  
Following her release from pris-
on, al Salman has continued to 
be a vocal champion for the 
rights of teachers and students, 
despite continued threats, intimi-
dation and detentions. 

Jalila al Salman given EI’s Mary Hatwood Futrell Award 


