
The past month witnessed an increase in the 
activism of the Bahraini people on several 
fronts. This was evident in the daily pro-
tests and rallies along the main roads in 
most of the areas, the statements and tweets 
on social media and the heightened media 
interest in what is happening in these trou-
bled islands. The month of fasting did not 
hinder this activism. On the contrary 
throughout Ramadan people remained on 
alert as they lined up the main roads de-
manding the release of their beloved ones 
currently incarcerated by the khalifi dicta-
tors. People were touched by the interna-
tional calls for their release especially those 
coming from the UN experts, human rights 
bodies and several Western parliaments 
especially the European Parliament. The 
situation was exacerbated by two other 
events; the fourth anniversary of the killing 
of six native Bahrainis outside the house of 
the most prominent religious leader and the 
developments in Palestine that culminated 
in the Israeli aggression on Gaza. Bahrainis 
have always been at the forefront of politi-
cal activism on domestic and regional 
fronts. They have the longest history of 
struggle in the region and have defied at-
tempts by their dictators and Western sup-
porters of dictatorship to end the strife 
without giving political reforms. 
First there was the ongoing protests by the 
families and friends of the thousands of 
political detainees. Many of them have 
spent at least ten years at the regime’s tor-
ture dungeons, especially the leaders of the 
Revolution. The khalifi tribal dictatorship 
has repeatedly ignored the calls to release 
those prisoners. Some of these calls go as 
far back as November 2011, ten months 
after the launch of the 14th February Revo-
lution. The Bahrain’s Independent Com-
mission of Investigation (BICI) headed by 
the late Sharif Bassiouni and included some 
prominent human rights figures such as 
Professor Nigel Rodley, the former UN 
Special Rapporteur on Torture, had investi-
gated the events of the previous months and 
concluded that the regime had adopted 
“systematic torture” as a policy and called 
for the release of the leaders known as 
“Bahrain 13”. Ten years later and those 
political detainees remain behind bars. 
Their families and those of the thousands 
other prisoners have decided to openly call 
for their release. For the past two months 
daily protests were staged by those families 

in most towns and villages. They have 
been lining the main roads in those areas, 
observing social distancing and wearing 
face masks. They have surprised the world 
with their discipline, civility, persistence 
and awareness. So far their calls have been 
unheeded, yet they have embarrassed the 
supporters of the regime in Washington 
and London. While the UK’s FCDO has 
remained as passive as ever towards the 
plight of the Bahraini political prisoners, 
the Biden administration has urged the 
regime to ease its iron fist policy and start 
releasing prisoners. The khalifis were re-
luctant to acquiesce to these calls so they 
presented their ill-fated “alternative sen-
tencing” scheme. Most prisoners viewed it 
as another criminal step by the khalifis, so 
they rejected it. The daily protests are now 
calling for the immediate and uncondition-
al release of the political prisoners. The 
hope is that London rises to its human re-
sponsibility and order the khalifis to end 
their persecution of Bahrainis. 
The second front was the fourth anniver-
sary of the bloody attack on the house of 
the most prominent scholar, Sheikh Isa 
Qassim on 23rd May 2017. This followed 
earlier threats against the national leader 
and the revocation of his nationality. Since 
January 2017 people had been staying in 
the vicinity of his house as a gesture of 
support and defiance. On that fateful day, 
the khalifi dictator ordered the attack that 
killed five people on the spot and injured 
scores more. Another martyr had been 
killed earlier, bringing to six the number of 
young Bahrainis slaughtered by the khalifi 
killing machine. The regime has ignored 
please to investigate the criminal attack, 
the killing of six innocent people and the 
ongoing persecution of the vast majority of 
the native Bahrainis and their leaders. The 
people marked the occasion in a spirit of 
defiance, protesting, calling for an end to 
the black era of the khalifi dictatorship. 
Today, Sheikh Isa Qassim lives in exile but 
oversees the people’s movement and offers 
guidance to ensure that the movement does 
not subside, loose its momentum or miss 
its direction. The families of the six mar-
tyrs have joined hundreds of other families 
who lost their beloved ones to the killing 
machine of the khalifi dictators. The graves 
of the martyrs have become beacons of 
hope for many who aspire to a future of 
freedom, humanity, rights and sovereignty. 

The blood of the martyrs, once again, has 
become an element of encouragement to 
many of the youths who insist on achiev-
ing political change. 
The third front was the Israeli attack on 
Gaza. On this front the ocean of differ-
ences between the native Bahrainis and 
the khalifi occupiers have surfaced clearly 
and decisively. The people have all along 
sided with the people of Palestine, reject-
ed the Israeli occupation and compared 
their situation, as Bahrainis under foreign 
occupation, with the plight of the Palestin-
ians. They had been protesting the 
regime’s policy of political normalization 
with “Israel” that had been announced last 
year. People were enraged to see Abdul 
Latif Al Zayani, the regime’s foreign min-
ister capitulating to the occupiers of Pales-
tine in one of the most painful moments of 
the region’s history. People were detained 
and tortured when they protested in oppo-
sition to what was falsely termed “the 
Abraham Accords”. Bahrainis were clear 
in their stands and awareness. They knew 
that the regime had lost its independence, 
integrity and sovereignty when in March 
2011 it sought the help of foreigners 
against the natives. They had drawn a 
clear line in the history of the country by 
openly calling for an end to what they 
consider “khalifi occupation”. They clear-
ly see parallels with Palestinians in terms 
of losing sovereignty over their land, be-
ing stripped of their nationality, incarcer-
ated for rejecting the occupation or ban-
ished beyond the borders of the land of 
their great grandfathers. The attack on 
Gaza added more fuel to an already in-
flamed situation. This time the Arab peo-
ple saw the situation through clearer 
lenses; expressing respect of and solidari-
ty with Bahrainis and criticizing the kha-
lifi regime for the betraying Palestine.  
The situation in the country has become 
so volatile despite the attempts to market 
the new prime minister in positive terms. 
To the people, he is just another figure of 
a tribe which is known for its piracy, oc-
cupation and oppression. He is viewed as 
leading the betrayal of Palestine, embrac-
ing the Zionist cause and leading the 
country in the opposite direction to where 
the people are heading. The struggle of 
people will continue until the evil of dicta-
torship and oppression are removed from 
Bahrain. 

Bahrainis relentess struggle on three fronts in one month 
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As the Israeli devastating bombing of Gaza 
continues, Gulf citizens are challenging the 
official narratives around normalization 
with Israel. In Bahrain, civil society groups 
signed a letter urging the government to 
expel the Israeli ambassador. In Kuwait, 
protesters held two rallies and are demand-
ing permission to hold more. In Qatar, the 
government allowed hundreds to protest 
over the weekend as Hamas’ top leader 
delivered a speech. In the UAE, some have 
openly donned the black-and-white check-
ered Palestinian keffiyeh on Instagram 
while others have tweeted under hashtags 
supportive of Palestinians. Bahraini people 
have called for the Israeli ambassador to be 
expelled from the country. The khalifis 
have acted against the will of the people, 
betraying the Palestinian cause and nor-
malizing relations with the occupiers of 
Palestine. The National Initiative Against 
Normalisation with the Zionist Enemy (an 
umbrella group for 24 Bahraini NGOs) has 
called for the expulsion of the Israeli en-
voy. It said: “Peace with the occupation 

that destroys homes, kills children, women 
and elderly is a mirage. It must be resisted 
because it encourages the occupiers to pur-
sue their policies, supported by big pow-
ers.” Al Wefaq National Islamic Society 
also called for the expulsion of the Zionists 
envoy. Bahrainis have been protesting daily 
against the Israeli aggression on Gaza, de-
spite official ban on anti-war protests. The 
brave revolutionary youths have long chal-
lenged the khalifi authorities and called for 
regime change. Those who sought official 
permission to protest were denied this 
right. A planned protest on Friday has been 
cancelled. Yet daily pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations by the revolutionary youths 
have continued.  
Symptoms of COVID19 are appearing 
amongst political prisoners in Bloc 13 of 
the notorious Jau prison. Those who dis-
played symptoms have not been tested - 
some of them were moved into isolation. 
Rights campaigner Safaa Al-Khawaja has 
reported that the families of Bahraini politi-
cal prisoners organized a total of 128 

Gulf people and regimes on collision course on Palestine 
peaceful marches in the first half of May as 
they press ahead with their campaign to 
secure the release of their loved ones. 
On Sunday 16th May scores of families of 
political detainees took their grievances to 
the notorious Jua prison in a move that was 
faced by riot police trigger-ready to harm 
them. They wanted to talk to the prison 
chiefs and ask them to release their chil-
dren. Their move was met with a wall of 
silence and threats of using force to dis-
perse them from the area. The mother of 
political prisoner, Abdulla Swar who was 
with them was stopped for 15 minutes in 
the heat of the sun, together with her 
daughters who were accompanying her. 
The wife of martyr Isa Abdul Hassan also 
joined the protesters to ask for the release 
of her son, Ahmed. Her husband was killed 
by khalifi forces on Black Thursday 17th 
February 2011. Her son needs an urgent 
operation in his foot, according to Dr Mo-
hammed Saif, the physician who saw him 
recently. The family of Sayed Nazar Al 
Wadaei who is serving 11 years prison 
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Matar, Hani Rajab, Hussain Fadel, Hassan 
Al Aradi and Jaffar Eid. 
The regime notorious security apparatus has 
summoned relatives of some of the martyrs. 
Among them were Munir Mushaima, broth-
er of martyr Sami Mushaima, his son Mo-
hammad and the father of infant martyr 
Sayed Hussain. The father of martyr Abbas 
Al Sami’ was also summoned for interroga-
tion. 
Committee to Protec Journalist is highlight-
ing the case of a Bahraini journalist behind 
bars. It said: Ahmed Humaidan is a photog-
rapher covering protests in Bahain was ar-
rested while documenting protesters attack-
ing apolice statin in 2012, an sentenced to 
ten years behind bars in 2014. He recently 
contracted and recovered from Covid-19 
while imprisoned. 
On Monday May 10, a coalition of 27 NGOs 
jointly called on the recipients of the Sheikh 
Zayed Book Awards to reject their prize, 
withdraw from the Abu Dhabi International 
Book Fair and stand in solidarity with pris-
oners of conscience in the UAE. In a letter 
to nominated recepients, they said: We are 
concerned that this Award reflects the 
Emirati authorities’ PR strategy to invest in 
cultural events in a bid to hide its repression 
against peaceful dissenting voices. We 
therefore respectfully request that you reject 
the awards in light of the dire human rights 
situation in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). Among the political detainees are: 
Ahmed Mansoor, Dr Mohammed Al-Roken, 
Dr Mohammed Al-Mansoori and Dr Nasser 
Bin Ghaith, 
Concerns are rising for the health of two 
political detainees in Saudi Arabia. Sanad 
for Human Rights said that both Safar Al 
Hawalli and Salman Al Odah (who is serv-
ing five years jail sentence) have been suf-
fering ill health but receiving little medical 
care. Former prisoner Loujain al Hathloul 

had voted for a moratorium on arms sales to 
Bahrain. 
It has now been confirmed that regime’s 
forces had committed heinous crimes when 
they attacked the political detainees at Jau 
prison on 17th April. Calls from some of the 
victims who had been forcibly disappeared 
confirmed their horrific ordeals. Their voic-
es and brief comments caused serious con-
cerns and worries among their families. 
Mothers wept as they heard the faint voices 
of their tortured sons. Calls have been made 
by local and international bodies for an im-
partial inquiry into the crimes committed by 
the khalifis on 17th April. The regime 
banned the victims from making visual con-
tacts with their families. The aim is to stop 
the victims exposing their wounds to fami-
lies or activists. The regime has consistently 
refused to allow UN special rapporteurs or 
foreign human rights bodies into the coun-
try. Instead, it sought to deflect criticism by 
flocking 30 foreign ambassadors to a stage-
managed visit to Jau prison where some 
ordinary prisoners were paraded while se-
verely injured ones were secluded. One of 
those who were severely tortured is Ai Has-
san Al Aradi who was hit by one of the tor-
turers (A.F.). Another torturer hit him on his 
eye causing it to swell and bruise for one 
week, as another torturers beat him on his 
feet.  
Amid the scare linked to the pandemic, 
Hussain Ali Khamis is still suffering from 
Covid-19 as the worries of his family inten-
sified. The pandemic has now spread widely 
among detainees amidst lack of proper sani-
tation or medical care. Another Covid-19 
victim, Sayed Hassan Hashem (bloc 6 of 
Dry Dock prison) has been removed from 
his cell. His family is extremely worried 
about their son. Among the Covid-19 vic-
tims at Bloc 19 of Jau prison are: Moham-
mad Tarif, Ahmed Murad, Qassim Hassan 

 13 Congressmen: release Bahraini prisoners, 27 NGOs: reject UAE prize 
Since the Israeli merciless aggression on 
Gaza began on Saturday Bahrainis have 
been protesting every day against the Is-
raeli occupation and the khalifi traitors. 
Men and women have been pouring to the 
streets, raising the Palestinian flag and 
expressing solidarity with the victims of 
Israeli criminal bombings. Social media 
have been inundated with statements and 
comments by Bahraini natives as the their 
khalifi occupiers remain not only silent but 
in active support of the Zionists. The peo-
ple expressed praise for the Kuwaiti offi-
cials who openly criticize Israelis and 
adopt pro-Palestinian positions. Khalifi 
mouth pieces are complicit in the crimes 
against the Palestinians. They hide the 
news of the ongoing Israeli crimes and 
publish brief news on inside pages.  
Meanwhile the daily protests demanding 
the immediate and unconditional release 
of Bahraini political prisoners have contin-
ued with up to 30 daily demonstrations in 
most parts of the country. The regime in-
sists on holding thousands of prisoners of 
conscience as hostages to silence the peo-
ple calling for regime change. 
Thirteen US Congressmen from the two 
main parties have expressed concern about 
the continuing human rights crisis in Bah-
rain and called for the immediate and un-
conditional release of the political prison-
ers. Senator Brian Schatz of Hawii said: I 
am still extremely concerned about the 
human rights situation in Bahrain includ-
ing; repressing the leaders of opposition, 
activists and human rights defenders, the 
trials that lack the international standards 
of fair trial, the ill treatment of detainees 
and the restrictions on the freedom of 
speech. Senator Patrick Leahy of Fermont 
expressed concern about the reports from 
Bahrain regarding the horrifying crimes 
against human rights activists. He said he 

sentence have expressed grave concerns 
for his life since he caught Covid-19 sev-
eral weeks ago. They are worried that the 
lack of medical care may lead to severe 
health consequences. 
Reprieve, which campaigns for abolishing 
capital punishment has actively sought to 
save the lives of two native Bahrainis on 
khalifi death row. This week Reprieve 
said: Almost 13,000 of us have signed a 
letter to James Cleverly MP, 
asking him to speak up for 
Mohammed Ramadhan and 
Husain Moosa in Bahrain be-
fore it is too late. It urged more 
people to sign the letter to 
quash the sentence. In July 
2020 James Cleverly, the UK 
Minister of State for Middle 
East and North Africa, stated 
that if “the death penalties are 
upheld through the Court of 
Cassation process, the UK will 
publicly and loudly remind 
Bahrain of our opposition to 
the death penalty.”  

Abdul Hadi Mushaima, the father of the first 
martyr of the Revolution, Ali has been 
fighting for his life after catching Covid-19 
few weeks ago. Two days ago an official of 
the khalifi torture apparatus called him ask-
ing: Why aren’t you sticking to the terms of 
the alternative sentencing? This shows the 
extent of lack of humanity in the rank and 
file of the regime. 
Saudi blogger Loujain al-Bouq, owner of the 

@Lumajajainly_92 account, was arrested 
on 20 May 2019 and forcibly disappeared. 
On 8 August 2019, she called her family 
and informed them of her detention in 
Dhahban prison, where she remains, with 
visits restricted.  She has been given five 
years prison sentence. Loujain’s father, 
Majali al-Bouq, is a detainee who has 
spent nearly 10 years in prison. 
On 15th May Saudi human rights activists 

marked three years since the 
#Saudi authorities launched a 
wave of arrests against women 
human rights defenders. Some 
remain in detention to this day 
like Nassima Al Sadah. Loujain 
al-Hathloul was among those 
arrested. She was released in 
February after spending 1000 
days behind bars. Other activ-
ists include Aziza al-Yousef 
and Eman al-Nafjan who were 
released in March 2019 but 
face severe restrictions. 
Bahrain Freedom Movement 

19th May 2021  
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who slammed it as treason and a stab in the 
back. 
The UAE’s move paved the way for three 
other countries — Bahrain, Sudan and Mo-
rocco — to announce similar pacts with 
Israel in rapid succession. 
Immediately after the UAE formalized ties 
with Israel in September, a tsunami of state 
propaganda framed it as a new era of 
peace, religious tolerance and security for 
the region. 
Among the general Emirati public, there 
was little to no visible pushback from citi-
zens when their government announced 
ties with Israel. Fiery nationalistic figures 
on Twitter with tens of thousands of fol-
lowers aggressively cheered the pact, and 
throughout the current conflict have both 
defended ties with Israel and made posts 
mocking Palestinian protesters. 
But unlike in Western democracies, a lack 
of protest in the Gulf does not mean ac-
ceptance. In the UAE, political parties are 
banned and political expression is heavily 
suppressed. 
“The show of support that we saw during 
the early days of normalization, I think it 
represents something deeper in Emirati 
society ... and that is that the vast majority 
support their government,” Abdulla said. 
“It was a show of support for the govern-
ment rather than a show of support for 
‘normalization’ as such.” 
Mira Al-Hussein, an Emirati PhD candi-
date at Cambridge University, said Emira-
tis feel taken care of and valued by their 
government, which provides citizens with 
strong social safety nets. “But that doesn’t 
mean we feel comfortable by what’s hap-
pening around us,” she said. 
She changed her Twitter handle in support 
of Palestinians since the fighting broke out, 
and has used the platform to slam Israel’s 
policies and highlight the atrocities of the 
war. 
“You don’t sign papers and expect a hu-
man catastrophe to go away,” she said of 
the accord with Israel. 

No longer silent, Gulf Arab citizens express anger at Israel 
By Aya Batrawy, 19th May 
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — 
The ongoing bloodshed in the Gaza Strip 
has unleashed a chorus of voices across 
Gulf Arab states that are fiercely critical 
of Israel and emphatically supportive of 
Palestinians. 
The vocal opposition to Israel, expressed 
in street protests, on social media and in 
newspaper columns, comes just months 
after pacts were signed to establish ties 
with Israel — and complicates govern-
ment efforts to rally Arab citizens around 
full-throttle acceptance of the deals. 
Analysts said the conflict will also set 
back Israeli efforts to secure more nor-
malization deals with other Arab states, 
like Saudi Arabia. 
The criticism has not only put Arab gov-
ernments that signed the diplomatic ac-
cords with Israel in a difficult position 
with their citizens, it also affirms that the 
Palestinian cause continues to resonate 
deeply with people across the Middle 
East. 
“No matter what your national priorities 
are at the moment or regional priorities 
are at the moment, when stuff like this 
happens, the Palestinian issue comes 
back and hits you,” Emirati political ana-
lyst Abdulkhaleq Abdulla said. 
Still, the open calls for Palestinian rights 
and condemnation of Israel voiced by 
countless Gulf Arab citizens have largely 
mirrored official statements from their 
governments, all of which have con-
demned the violence in some form. Some 
have gone further, and Abdulla said he’d 
hoped the United Arab Emirates’ most 
recent statement calling “on all parties” 
to cease fighting had been bolder and 
named Israel as the aggressor. 
In speaking out, Gulf citizens are chal-
lenging the official narratives around 
normalization with Israel. 
In Bahrain, civil society groups signed a 
letter urging the government to expel the 
Israeli ambassador. In Kuwait, protesters 
held two rallies and are demanding per-
mission to hold more. In 
Qatar, the government al-
lowed hundreds to protest 
over the weekend as Hamas’ 
top leader delivered a 
speech. In the UAE, some 
have openly donned the 
black-and-white checkered 
Palestinian keffiyeh on In-
stagram while others have 
tweeted under hashtags sup-
portive of Palestinians. 
Last year, the UAE became 
the first Arab country in 
over two decades to estab-
lish ties with Israel, after 
Egypt and Jordan in 1979 
and 1994, respectively. It 
was a brazen move that by-
passed the Palestinians, 

Over the years, there have been changes to 
school curricula across Gulf Arab states to 
replace pan-Arab and pan-Islamic ideals 
with a nationalistic identity that unites 
people around the flag. 
The UAE has been trying to mold public 
discourse around nationalism and a rejec-
tion of youth or Islamic movements, said 
Kristin Smith Diwan, a scholar at the Arab 
Gulf States Institute in Washington. 
“I think the relation with Israel was seen 
as a way to even cement that further. I 
don’t know how that’s going to work 
now,” she said. 
Al-Hussein said her younger brother, who 
is in his 20′s, never studied the Arab-
Israeli conflict in school. But he “just 
learned about it today from social media,” 
she said. 
For millions of Arabs, social media is the 
only space where limited freedom of ex-
pression is possible. Since the war began, 
users have been flooded by images of 
dead Palestinian children being pulled 
from the rubble of Israeli airstrikes in Ga-
za. 
These platforms have also been awash 
with images of Israeli security forc-
es firing stun grenades and tear gas at wor-
shippers and protesters in Al-Aqsa 
mosque in Jerusalem, of Palestinian fami-
lies fighting eviction from their homes and 
of deadly protests across the occupied 
West Bank. 
At least 217 Palestinians have been killed 
in Gaza, including 61 children and 36 
women. More than 1,440 people have 
been wounded. Twelve people in Israel, 
including a young boy and a soldier, have 
been killed in Hamas rocket attacks. 
Bader al-Saif, a Kuwait University profes-
sor, said “the sheer un-proportionality” of 
the conflict has pushed many people to 
speak out across the Gulf. 
“For Israelis to feel secure, they need to 
feel that they are accepted,” al-Saif said. 
“That feeling of acceptance cannot be 
complete without them dealing with the 
Palestinian issue.” 

U.K.-based Saudi scholar Mad-
awi Al-Rasheed, a fierce critic 
of the Saudi government, said 
despite the kingdom’s wide-
spread crackdown on activists 
— most of whom are steadfast 
supporters of Palestinian rights 
— the outrage expressed by 
many online reveals the gap 
between the cautious push by 
the Saudi leadership to inch 
closer to Israel and public sen-
timent in the streets. 
“It shows that despite several 
years of adopting a normaliza-
tion discourse in official Saudi 
media, the pulse of the people 
is actually not diverted from 
the Palestinian cause,” she 
said. 


